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       Week 11 The Right and The Good Three main philosophical questions: Metaphysics: What exists? Epistemology: How do I know? Ethics: What should I do? Epistemology of ethics How do I know what I ought to do? Nyāya: through testimony – from “śruti” texts revealed to/“heard by” the sages, i.e., Vedas; and from “smṛti” texts “remembered” by teachers: “Histories” (itihāsa), “Ancient legends” (purāṇa), & the treatises on dharma (dharma-śāstra) Epistemology of ethics How do I know what I ought to do? Nyāya: through testimony – Vātsyāyana on NS 4.1.62 ` Epistemology of ethics How do I know what I ought to do? Nyāya: through testimony – Vātsyāyana on NS 4.1.62 Epistemology of ethics How do I know what I ought to do? Nyāya: through testimony – Vātsyāyana on NS 4.1.62 What do the “histories” and dharmaśāstra tell us about what we ought to do? dharma = From √dhṛ = to hold, support, preserve, keep = “That which preserves / supports / holds together the world” What do the “histories” and dharmaśāstra tell us about what we ought to do? Ṛg Veda: dharma = the “foundational authority” of gods and kings for ruling the world, keeping it together What do the “histories” and dharmaśāstra tell us about what we ought to do? Ṛg Veda: What do the “histories” and dharmaśāstra tell us about what we ought to do? Bṛhadāraṇyaka Upaniṣad: dharma = a universal moral and religious Law created by brahman What do the “histories” and dharmaśāstra tell us about what we ought to do? Bṛhadāraṇyaka Upaniṣad (1.4.14): What do the “histories” and dharmaśāstra tell us about what we ought to do? dharma = duty, law, ethical obligation, right action svadharma – particular duties i.e., your unique obligations, personal responsibilities especially according to your social role What do the “histories” and dharmaśāstra tell us about what we ought to do? dharma = duty, law, ethical obligation, right action sādhāraṇadharma – universal duties i.e., your general obligations regardless of your social role What are our universal duties (sādhāraṇadharma)? The Laws of Manu (Manusmṛti 10.63) “Non-violence (ahiṃsā), truthfulness (satya), not stealing (asteya), purification (śauca), restraint of the senses (indriyanigraha) – these Manu succinctly declared to be dharma for the four classes (varṇa).” Non-violence (ahiṃsā): Mahābhārata – “The highest dharma” (“ahiṃsā paramo dharmaḥ”) and yet…. Kṛṣṇa to Arjuna in the Bhagavad Gītā (2.37): Truthfulness (satya): Manusmṛti 4.138 – Truthfulness (satya): And yet…. Mahābhārata (8.49.40-46) – Truthfulness (satya): Immanuel Kant, “On a Supposed Right to Lie” Truthfulness (satya): Lord Kṛṣṇa: Knowing dharma is hard: “Dharma and adharma do not go about saying ‘Here we are!’ Nor do the Gods, Gandharvas, or Ancestors say, ‘This is dharma,’ ‘This is adharma.’ Questions: If knowing dharma is so hard, why bother? Why be moral? Why care about doing the right thing? Why sacrifice to remove the suffering of others? The Ring of Gyges The Ring of Gyges (Plato, Republic Book II) One answer: Doing good actions will lead to good karmic consequences But, the highest good is mokṣa – liberation from the cycle of karmic consequences, i.e., liberation from suffering The dilemma of karma: all karma – good and bad – binds one to the cycle of rebirth (saṃsāra), perpetual duḥkha Mokṣa = liberation from saṃsāra/duḥkha = the highest of the four human ends (puruṣārtha): artha – wealth, power dharma – ethical duty kāma – sensuous/aesthetic mokṣa – freedom from pleasure saṃsāra The dilemma of karma: 1. Doing good actions leads to (good) karmic consequences 2. Doing bad actions leads to (bad) karmic consequences 3. We can only do good or bad actions. 4. All karmic consequences bind us to saṃsāra 5. We ought to achieve mokṣa, i.e., liberation from bondage to saṃsāra 6. Therefore, mokṣa is impossible Two possible paths out of the karmic dilemma: The paths of activity (pravṛtti-mārga): e.g., the path of Vedic ritualism – dharma, not mokṣa, is the highest goal The path of ceasing activity (nivṛtti-mārga) e.g.,the path of śramaṇa renunciation To attain the highest goal of mokṣa, give up all actions and obligations Problem: Giving up action entirely isn’t possible. One solution: Act in a way that avoids the ignorance of Self…. i.e., act “selflessly”…. So, why would you want to live selflessly? Three levels of answers: 1. You will have a good rebirth. But, endless rebirth is futile; there is no point to perpetuating saṃsāra endlessly; doing so will just lead to more suffering. So, why would you want to live selflessly? Another answer: 2. Counteracting the ignorance, afflictive desires/cravings that cause us frustration and misery → live more happily, less miserably, more skillfully in this life = a life lived well. So, why would you want to live selflessly? Another answer: 2. Counteracting the ego-based desire afflictions ↓ live more happily, skillfully in this life: Buddhism on the pleasure of virtue, generosity: So, why would you want to live selflessly? Another answer: 2. Counteracting the ego-based desire afflictions ↓ live more happily, skillfully in this life: But, pleasure is impermanent; good actions still generate karmic consequences and rebirth. So, why would you want to live selflessly? The final Buddhist answer: 3. Nirvāṇa is the highest good, the supreme happiness (paramaṃ sukham) “But, nirvāṇa would be the cessation of all suffering and happiness! Why would I want that?” So, why would you want to live selflessly? The final Buddhist answer: 3. Nirvāṇa is the highest good, the supreme happiness (paramaṃ sukham) All previous answers failed because of residual clinging to self, craving for happiness. Cessation of all clinging to self, craving = nirvāṇa So, why would you want to live selflessly? The final Buddhist answer: 3. Nirvāṇa is the highest good, the supreme happiness (paramaṃ sukham) So, why would you want to live selflessly? The final Buddhist answer: 3. Nirvāṇa is the highest good, the supreme happiness (paramaṃ sukham) (MN 75.19) So, why would you want to live selflessly? The final Buddhist answer: 3. Nirvāṇa is the highest good, the supreme happiness (paramaṃ sukham) Śāntideva’s Bodhicaryāvatāra “Introduction to the Conduct of a Bodhisattva” Six “perfections” needed for developing bodhicitta (awakened mind): dāna – generosity śīla – virtue kṣānti – patience vīrya – zeal, vigour dhyāna – meditative prajñā – wisdom concentration 
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