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       Transcript for ETH Denver Opening Ceremonies with Peter DePaulo from Near Link Introduction: Alright, well next up we have a project Near and dear to my heart. One of the great things about the big tent of East Denver is that we we are a big tent, and when we say that, we mean it. And that even includes being non, sort of (inaudible) and hearing about other projects that are interested in in sort of being a part of our community and sharing what they have to offer. And we believe in the concept of open markets, so if somebody has a great technology and it's something that can contribute meaningfully to the ecosystem, we're happy to have them come. So we've got near protocol and Peter Depaulo, who's going to be presenting for them. Peter, take it away man. Peter dePaulo: Hey, thanks! Can I get an audio check? Can you hear me all right? I’'ll just assume yes. So I actually had something else to talk about, but I wanted to do a quick divergence, which is talking about the concept of fiat for two minutes. So most people don't know what fiat actually means. Fiat means arbitrary, that's the actual definition of the word. And the US dollar was not always a fiat currency. It became a fiat currency in 1973, which was the final step taken in a long transition from 1933 to that point off of gold. So why am I bringing this up? You know you don't even know who i am or what near is yet, I just wanted to bring this up because it ties into a concept which we've touched on throughout multiple presentations so far, which is inclusivity. So the US dollar was having this problem because of the gold standard, which was that these foreign markets were growing really really fast, people were getting US dollars and using it to convert to gold at a fixed rate. So the US gold reserves were in this weird competitive state. The United States started this new program called currency swaps with foreign markets, where they would say, “We'll give you basically discounted dollars and we'll provide liquidity for your market in US dollars if you don't come and buy our gold with the dollars,” and it wasn't even buying, it was transitioning your gold certificates to real gold. So I think it's really funny that something that happened in the past that was done between these global leaders that were controlling our entire economy arbitrarily is now something that's happening, and we speak about casually, in these automated market makers and liquidity providers. And we mentioned fiat currency for getting sort of the the backdrop of you know like the dollar wasn't always fiat it wasn't always arbitrary. So, hopefully that was interesting to someone listening who didn't know where the term came from. It was just percolating in my brain, as the kids say, living there rent free. So I wanted to share that with you. Now, back to your regular scheduled programming. Hi, I’m Peter from Near protocol, as you can see with the cool watermark. Near is a layer one, so we're our own blockchain. We're a sharded proof of stake blockchain, but why are we at ETH Denver? There's a misconception about Near that has been bothering me since we started this project, and the misconception is essentially that we're a competitor in some way to ethereum, and I actually am here to sort of contest that. So, if you look at my shirt, this is our logo for the Near/Ethereum bridge. This is sort of something we've been working on for a while with a lot of our resources. It has an EVM as well. This is...The majority of our engineering resources are actually going towards this. For a very long time we've actually been huge fans of ethereum. Like yeah, I won't go on and on about it, but I wanted to just sort of bring that to the table. This you can think of as an L2, if you would like, if you are deeply in ethereum, if you use the evm in the bridge, they will be launched soon. And then if you're starting from scratch, it’s a great solution for a low transaction fee, you know, high throughput blockchain which hits the scalability needs. But that's not really our role in the ecosystem. I see near's role in the ecosystem as the developer usability team. We think of us as the people who, rather than spending all of our time focusing on the scaling side (lots of people are working on that and we have a solution for it), we're the people who are thinking how can we make the onboarding experience, how can we make the developer experience better and sort of more intuitive. We're really really dedicated to this, so much so that we have launched a grants program as of today that is one million dollars earmarked in near tokens and fiat currency for anybody who wants to work on these pieces of the ecosystem. So these are for near projects, but they serve two core categories. One is to extend the technology and two is to reward stellar contributions within the near collective within the near ecosystem, but broadly we're really interested in these programs, these projects that are focused on adoption, usability, and intuitive developer experience. So that's that's the thing that we're really really looking for, and you can use this money to fill milestones. A lot of the times you'll hear about teams that stop working on their projects because they run out of runway. If that's you, please come talk to me and come talk to us. You can find out more at near.ai/grants. That's a really important point: near.ai/grants. A million dollars of grants, you can apply now, come take our money and build some cool stuff! I would love to give even more money away, so please come reach out. The other two things: we do have bounties, so you can check out our bounties for the hackathon. It's near.ai/bounties. I actually don't know how much we have in bounties, but yeah go take a look. And then if you are a hacker, you want to get started. Our docs can be found at near.ai/docs. So we took all our links, did the link shortening thing. On that inclusivity: so I said that the transition from fiat, sorry, the transition to fiat represented inclusivity. One of the coolest things I've found working in crypto is how there's this organic, sort of merit-based system for how work gets done. A lot of the people I work with, I work with because they started doing the work before they knew there was going to be some promise of reward. I think that's a really interesting take on inclusivity, right? It’s just, someone has a cool idea, they start working on it. You have someone next to you like...well now, you know, someone next to you in a chat, maybe in one of these discord servers, they're interested in it. You guys now have a team, it's one of the most magical things i've been a part of, and I’m just really really happy to continue to be a part of it. So that's basically all I have I think. I think I kept it within the time, although I know we're a little bit behind still, so last piece is: we are hiring, we’'re recruiting, we're funding near.ai/grants and then you can email me if you have any questions peter@near.org. My email is open, I have hundreds of emails because of that, I try to get through them fast, but yeah, I would love to talk to anyone who wants to talk to me. All right, thanks guys! 
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