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       SIX Kena Upanisad The Kena Upanisad, also called the Talavakara Upanisad, belongs to the Talavakara or the Jaiminlya branch of the Samaveda. It appears as part of the Jaiminlya Upanisad-Brahmana (4.18-21). At some point in time, it began to circulate as an independent Upanisad and came to be called by its first word, kena ("by whom"), a custom also seen in the case of the Isa Upanisad. The KeU falls roughly into two parts. The first, consisting of the first two Khandas, is in verse, except for a brief gloss at the beginning of Khanda 2, and presents brahman as essentially unknow- able and inexpressible. The second, consisting of the final two Khandas, is in prose and shows how the gods and their powers have proceeded from brahman, here identified as the creator of all. CONTENTS 1 Brahman is beyond the senses and is the cause of their cognitive powers 2 Those who claim to know brahman do not know it 3 Brahman is the one who wins the victory for the gods 4 Tadvana: the upanisad with regard to brahman 363 KHANDA 1 By whom impelled, by whom compelled, does the mind soar forth? By whom enjoined does the breath, march on as the first? By whom is this speech impelled, with which people speak? And who is the god that joins the sight and hearing? 2 That which is the hearing behind hearing, the thinking behind thinking, the speech behind speech, the sight behind sight— It is also the breathing behind breathing— Freed completely from these, the wise become immortal, when they depart from this world. 3 Sight does not reach there; neither does thinking or speech. We don't know, we can't perceive, how one would point it out. 4 It is far different from what's known. And it is farther than the unknown— so have we heard from men of old, who have explained it all to us. 5 Which one cannot express by speech, by which speech itself is expressed— Learn that that alone is brahman, and not what they here venerate. 6 Which one cannot grasp with one's mind, by which, they say, the mind itself is grasped- Learn that that alone is brahman, and not what they here venerate. 365 Kena Upanisad 2.5 7 Which one cannot see with one's sight, by which one sees the sight itself— Learn that that alone is brahman, and not what they here venerate. 8 Which one cannot hear with one's hearing, by which hearing itself is heard— Learn that that alone is brahman, and not what they here venerate. 9 Which one cannot breathe through breathing, by which breathing itself is drawn forth— Learn that that alone is brahman, and not what they here venerate. KHANDA 2 "If you think 'I know it well'—perhaps you do know ever so little the visible ap- pearance of brahman; there is that part of it you know and there is the part which is among the gods. And so I think what you must do is to reflect on it, on that un- known part of it: 2 I do not think that I know it well; But I know not that I do not know. Who of us knows that, he does know that; But he knows not, that he does not know. 3 It's envisioned by one who envisions it not; but one who envisions it knows it not. And those who perceive it perceive it not; but it's perceived by those who perceive it not. 4 When one awakens to know it, one envisions it, for then one gains the immortal state. One gains power by one's self (atman), And by knowledge, the immortal state. 5 If in this world a man comes to know it, to him belongs the real. 367 Kena Upanisad 4.2 If in this world a man does not know it, great is his destruction. Discerning it among each and every being, the wise become immortal, when they depart from this world. KHANDA 3 Brahman won the victory for the gods. Although it was won by brahman, the gods were jubilant at the victory, telling themselves: "Ours alone is this victory! Ours alone is this greatness!" 2 Brahman read their minds and made itself visible to them. But they did not recognize it, as they wondered, "What is this strange apparition?" 3 So they told Fire, "Jatavedas, find out what this strange apparition is." He said, "Very well," 4and scurried to it. It asked him: "Who are you?" And he replied: "I? Why, I am Fire! I am Jatavedas!" 5 "I see! And what sort of power do you have?" "I can burn up this whole world, yes, everything on earth!" 6 So it placed a blade of grass in front of him and said, "Burn this." He went at it at full speed but could not burn it. He returned forthwith and said: "I wasn't able to find out what this strange ap- parition is." 7 Then they told Wind, "Wind, find out what this strange apparition is." He said, "Very well," 8and scurried to it. It asked him: "Who are you?" And he re- plied: "I? Why, I am Wind! I am Matarisvan!" 9"! see! And what sort of power do you have?" "I can carry away this whole world, yes, everything on earth!" 10 So it placed a blade of grass in front of him and said, "Carry this away." He went at it at full speed but could not carry it away. He returned forthwith and said: "I wasn't able to find out what this strange ap- parition is." 11 Then they told Indra, "Maghavan, find out what this strange appari- tion is." He said, "Very well," and scurried to it. But it vanished from his sight. 12 Then, at that very spot in the sky, he came across a woman of great beauty, Uma, the daughter of Himavat. He asked her: "What was that strange apparition?" KHANDA 4 "Brahman" she replied. "You are jubilant here at the victory won by brahman." Then Indra immediately realized that it was brahman. 2 That is why these gods, namely Fire, Wind, and Indra, somehow surpass the other gods, for they came into close contact with it. 369 

    

        
      
        
          
            
               Thumbnails
            
            
               Document Outline
            
            
               Attachments
            
          

        

        
          
          

          
          

          
          

        

      
  

      
        
          
            
            
              
                Previous
              
              

              
                Next
              
            

          


          
            
            Highlight all
            
            Match case
            
          


          
            
          

        
  

        
          
            
              Presentation Mode
            

            
              Open
            

            
              Print
            

            
              Download
            

            
              Current View
            

            


            
              Go to First Page
            
            
              Go to Last Page
            

            


            
              Rotate Clockwise
            
            
              Rotate Counterclockwise
            

            


            
              Text Selection Tool
            
            
              Hand Tool
            

            


            
              Document Properties…
            
          

        
  

        
          
            
              
                
                  Toggle Sidebar
                
                

                
                  Find
                
                
                  
                    Previous
                  
                  

                  
                    Next
                  
                

                
                
              

              
                
                  Presentation Mode
                

                
                  Open
                

                
                  Print
                

                
                  Download
                
                
                  Current View
                

                


                
                  Tools
                
              

              
                
                  
                    Zoom Out
                  
                  

                  
                    Zoom In
                   
                

                
                  Automatic Zoom
Actual Size
Page Fit
Page Width

50%
75%
100%
125%
150%
200%
300%
400%


                
              

            

            
              
                
                

              

            

          

        


        


        
          

        


        
          
            
            
              More Information
            
            
              Less Information
            
          

          
            
              Close
            
          

          

          
        

      
 

      
        
          
            
              Enter the password to open this PDF file:

            

            
              
            

            
              Cancel
              OK
            

          

        

        
          
            
              File name: -

            

            
              File size: -

            

            

            
              Title: -

            

            
              Author: -

            

            
              Subject: -

            

            
              Keywords: -

            

            
              Creation Date: -

            

            
              Modification Date: -

            

            
              Creator: -

            

            

            
              PDF Producer: -

            

            
              PDF Version: -

            

            
              Page Count: -

            

            
              Close
            

          

        

        
          
            
              Preparing document for printing…
            

            
              
              0%
            

            
              Cancel
            

          

        

      
  

    
 

    

  