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      If Not Us. Who? Week 2 - January 17, 2021 Esther 2-3 GETTING TO KNOW YOU 1. What do you think it would be like to be raised in a foreign country with a different culture and belief system? 2. Where is a place you would like to travel to? Why? 3. Loraine Boettner said, “Although the sovereignty of God is universal and absolute, it is not the sovereignty of blind power. It is coupled with infinite wisdom, holiness and love. And this doctrine, when properly understood, is a most comforting and reassuring one. Who would not prefer to have his affairs in the hands of a God of infinite power, wisdom, holiness and love, rather than to have them left to fate, or chance, or irrevocable natural law, or to short-sighted and perverted self? Those who reject God's sovereignty should consider what alternatives they have left”. Thoughts? Agree? Disagree? 4. David Platt said, “The sovereignty of God is the only foundation for worship in the midst of tragedy”. Thoughts? Agree? Disagree? 5. Looking back at your notes from this week’s sermon, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged or confused you? DIGGING DEEPER 1. In Esther 2, we are introduced to Mordecai & Esther. What do we know about them? What was the relationship between Mordecai and Esther? What role did Mordecai play in Esther’s life? How much influence does Mordecai have in Esther’s life? • Who are/were the most influential people in your life? How have they influenced you into who you are today? Who in your life are you influencing? How are you influencing them? What are you doing to pour into them? Explain. 2. What went into the national beauty contest that is described in chapter 2? What is your understanding of what is required of the contestants? What are the similarities between what we read about here and what plays out in our culture today? What does Esther do to become queen? Are you surprised that this is in the Bible? Explain. Does this give permission to pre-marital sex? What is the difference between a descriptive and a prescriptive text? • Do you allow your past sin to define you? Explain. Does our past sin prevent us from being used by God? What are some other examples of God using broken, sinful people to do extraordinary things? Does this give us a license to sin? What does Romans 6:1-2; 12-14 say? 3. After Esther becomes queen, what plot does Mordecai discover and relay to Esther? How did Mordecai prevent Ahasuerus’s assassination? Ironically, how does Ahasuerus/Xerxes die? • Do you look out for the best interests of the leaders and those that have authority over you? Do you respect those in positions of authority over you? What is our biblical responsibility to them? How should we respond to a boss, leader, or someone in authority that we don’t like? Should their conduct determine how we respond or conduct ourselves? Explain. When is the last time you prayed for those in authority over you? Do you pray for God’s blessings in their life? Do pray that they are successful? What is something you could do this week to be a blessing to them? 4. In Chapter 3, we are introduced to Haman, what do we know about him? What was his position? What happens between him and Mordecai? What was the issue? Who was at fault? What does this reveal about Mordecai? What does it reveal about Haman? • If you were Mordecai how would you have responded? If you were Haman how would you have responded? 5. How was God sovereignly using the events of chapter 2 & 3 to bring about His plan? In the midst of it, do those involved recognize it? Explain. • How does God use our specific design to bring about His sovereign plan? How has God uniquely designed you? How is He using you right where He has placed you? Explain. GROWING CLOSER 1. Who is someone you shared the gospel with this week? 2. What have you been reading in your quiet times? 3. What has God been teaching you? 
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