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      The Ionian Islands www.visitgreece.gr GREEK NATIONAL TOURISM ORGANISATION 04 Corfu (Kerkyra) 22 Diapontia Islands 26 Paxoi (Paxi) 32 Lefkada 50 Kefalonia 68 Ithaca (Ithaki) 74 Zakynthos (Zante) CONTENTS 1. Cover page: Zakynthos, Navagio beach. Its white sand and turquoise waters attract thousands of visitors each year. Ionian Islands The Ionian Islands have a temperate climate, seawaters as deep as they are refreshing, verdant mountains, a rich cultural heritage and a carefree spirit; the ideal combination for your holidays during which you will enjoy a well-developed tourism infrastructure, hotels, restaurants, water sports centres, cultural events and numerous sights, historic monuments, and museums. Scattered along the mainland’s western coastline, the Ionian Islands are a cluster of 12 large and small islands covering an area of 2,200 sq. km. There are six large ones: Zakynthos (Zante), Ithaki (Ithaca), Kerkyra (Corfu), Kefalonia (Cephallonia), Lefkada (Leucas), and Paxoi. The small ones are Antipaxoi, Ereikoussa, Mathraki, Othonoi, Meganisi, Kalamos, Kas- tos and Strofades isle group south of Zante. Together with Kythira and Antikythira (both at a distance from the rest, opposite southern Peloponnese and Lakonia’s coastline) they form Eptanesa (meaning Seven Islands). Being part of the Greek mainland once, the Ionian Islands were torn away when part of the terrain sank due to the seismic activity along the Ionian Sea’s coastline fault; that accounts for the area’s rugged shores, beautiful beaches and imposing mountains that used to be part of the Pindos Mountain Range across the Greek mainland. It also accounts for the sea depth 2. The Old Fortress in the city of Kerkyra (Corfu). The islet Vidos lies beyond that. in the area, reaching 4,406 m., registered as the greatest in the Mediterranean. Their mild, temperate climate makes them the ideal choice for vacation or permanent stay. In the wintertime, the mainland’s mountains buffer the bitter northern winds blowing to the direction of the islands while the hot summer weather is tempered by the mild northwestern meltemia winds and the sea breeze. The area’s air currents have turned many of the Ionian Islands’ beaches into worldwide known destinations for windsurfing. The Ionian Islands have been inhabited since the Paleolithic times. Since then, numerous invaders and cultural influences have left their stamp on the islands. In 1204 the Franks seized Constantinople and the Ionian Islands, part of the Byzantine Em- pire until then, were ceded to the Venetians. Venetian rule led to the formation of local nobil- ity, whose register remained in effect as late as the 19th century. From the time of Frankish rule until 1864, when the islands became part of Greece, power changed hands a number of times. European presence on the islands, concurrently with Ot- toman rule in the rest of Greece, led to significant intellectual activity that is manifest in the islands’ architectural tradition and charming cultural traits. Corfu (Kerkyra) 3. The impressive row of arches at Liston. C osmopolitan Kerkyra is probably the best known Ionian island and one of the Mediterranean’s most popular destinations. It attracts hundreds of thousands of tourists annually and is an inexhaustible source of artistic inspiration. Its enormous cultural heritage, combined with its natural beauty, ideal climate, inviting beaches, and noteworthy sights make it a prestigious and at- tractive destination for Greek and foreign visitors alike. Area: 591 sq. km. Coastline length: 217 km. Kerkyra was named after a woman. Mythology has it that when Poseidon fell in love with Korkyra, Aesopos’ daughter, he retreated with her to this island and named it after her. Faiakas, the boy born to them, established the Kingdom of the Faiakes which, according to Homer, was Odysseus’ last stop before his return to Ithaca. Kerkyra is known abroad as Corfu because of the island’s two acropolises [perched on two hilltops (corfés in Greek)] within the city of Kerkyra. Its other ancient name was Drepanon (scythe) due to the island’s shape. Corfu determines Greece’s sea borders with neighbouring Italy and Albania. It is therefore its strategic position that has made her the bone of contention among conquerors whose presence on the island stamped its culture, tradition, and customs. Venetian, French, and British rule left behind strong ele- ments of western culture which eventually blended with the island’s Greek identity. In 1864, Corfu became part of Greece. The island’s contribution to education, literature, the arts, and politics has been enormous. It is the birthplace of Ioannis Kapodistrias, modern Greece’s first governor; scholars Andreas Moustoxydis and Iakovos Polylas; composer Nikolaos Mantzaros who set the Greek National Anthem to music; Spyros Samaras who set the Olympic Anthem to music; and the Theotokis Fam- ily numbering eminent politicians and writers amongst its members. In 1824, the Ionian Academy, Greece’s first university was founded on the island followed by the first Greek philharmonic band in 1840. No wonder that, today, there are 20 philharmonic bands in Corfu. City of Corfu 1 square as well as one of the country’s largest CORFU and most impressive ones. It was designed for It has a population of approximately 30,000 defense purposes during the 17th-18th century residents, corresponding to one third of the when the Venetians opened up “Spianata” –an population in Corfu Regional Unit (Corfu, Paxoi, Antipaxoi, Othonoi, Ereikoussa and Mathraki). area equalling approx. 1/3 of the then settle- ment– in the Old Fortress’ foreground, so as to 5 The city is divided into the old town or ‘Xopoli’, widen their firing range in case of an attack. This between the old and new fortress, and three is the most popular promenade area for locals new suburbs: Mantouki to the NW; Saroko and visitors alike. It is also the place where most between Avrami and Sotiras hills; and Garitsa cultural events take place e.g. concerts, religious which begins at Dougkla’s pillar located at the processions, parades as well as cricket matches south beach. The historic centre lies within the (on the lawn). Opposite Spianada, there is Pen- old town whose fortified walls prevented it from tofanaro, the skateboarders’ favourite hangout, spreading out, and led to a singular architectural the Monument for the Unification of the Ionian style, featuring tall multi-storey buildings and Islands and Greece, the Venetian cistern and narrow cobblestone alleys (kantounia), where the pavilion sheltering the philharmonic bands laundry is hung out to dry from buildings across during concerts. either side of the alley, and small squares. It is • To Liston, one of the most famous buildings in Greece’s largest preserved medieval town and Spianada, marked by impressive rows of arches. one of the most beautiful in the Mediterranean; It was built by French engineer Lesseps during as of 2007 it has been on the list of the UNESCO the rule of the French Imperialists. It has been World Heritage Sites. modelled according to the Rue Rivoli buildings in City promenade Paris. Lined with pastry shops, cafés and elegant shops, Liston is a favourite rendez-vous place for •To Spianada (Esplanade), the city’s central locals and visitors alike. 4. Garitsa bay at the south end of the city of Corfu. Astrakeris Almiros Kalamaki Drasti s Ag. Andreas i lo ki ar ia Ya Si Si d [ Logga ol er Kassiopi Im Peroulades Sidari Agios Ioannis Roda Sikia ! ! ! ! ! Avliotes Aharavi P ! ! Karousades P ! Avlaki N Ag. Stefanou Perithia Sinies Ag. Stefanou Sinion Episkepsi Kerasia Arillas Velonades Agios Georgios ! ! ! ! ! Nimfes Kalami ! ! Arilla Kavvadades Strinilas Kouloura! Agros Nissaki Agni ! Spartilas Barbati Krouzeri ! Kaminaki ! Ag. Georgios Ano Korakiana Agios Markos ! Glifa ! Ton Pagon Skripero Pirgi Kato Agios Markos ! ! ! Doukades ! Kato Korakiana Ipsos Krini ! ! Lakones Dassia ! ! ! Paleokastritsa ! Dafnila Liapades ! Liapades i al Gouvia ok Gouvia nt Kontokali ! Limni Ko Kira Hrisikou !P Giannades Danilia ! KERKIRA (CORFU) ! Evropouli Potamos Afra Alepou " T P ! ! KERKΙRA - SAGIADA Ermones Agios Ioannis ! ! Kokkini Kanali !P!P ! ! ! Ermones Vatos Pelekas Kompitsi ! Panagias Mirtiotissas Kastania Hrisiida ! ! Kontoyalos P ! Pontikonisi ! Kalafationes Viros IG ! Perama ! OU Glifada ! Sinarades !P P Kinopiastes ! M EN ! Kastellani K ER Υaliskari Agioi Deka Gastouri IT n ! SA ro ! e Ag. Gordis KΙ -K ist RA Kato Garouna Benitses ER ! er KIR iP -P ! Fieroulas nn A AX Ano Pavliana oa Vagionaki I .I ka ! Ag Paramona Strongili t i ai Agios Mattheos or ! Skala M P ! Episkopiana ! Prasoudi i Moraitika Messoggis ar ! uk s Skidi Bo iti ! tr Pe os u A es olo M TS Kanouli t yk IM ENI No M Al Hlomos I ! LE OUM Alonaki Petriti i Alykes rit ! Argirades G Bouka IG FK Halikounas P ! Molos ! Issou Agios Georgios Lefkimmi Perivoli ! Ag. Georgios P ! P ! Melikia ! Marathia ! Vitalades Ag. Prokopios Ag. Varvaras Kritika Gardeno ! ! Glifoneri Paleohori Kavou ! Megali Lakka Kavos 0 3 6 12 Kanoula km Ag. Gordi Tou Notou 5. Panoramic view of the city of Corfu; the old harbour area. • To the Palace of Saints Michael and CORFU George (built 1819-1823 according to the Geor- gian architectural style). It boasts lavish decora- tive elements, grand entrance gates and a Doric colonnade. The palace served as the residence of the British Lord High Commissioner of the Io- 7 nian Senate and of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George. Nowadays it houses the remarkable Asian Art Museum which numbers approximately 10,500 art ob- jects from India, China, Korea, Pakistan, Japan, etc., donated by private collectors, and the Mu- nicipal Gallery, mostly exhibiting the artwork of 19th-20th century Corfiote artists. • To the Reading Society, modern Greece’s oldest cultural institution. • To the gate of San Nicolo, opposite the Reading Society, below the main road where Faliraki cove is located as well as a beach – for- merly a private one - by the name of “Aleko’s bathing place”. • To the Old Fortress, built on a peninsula op- posite Spianada. Fortifications began as early as 6. The Sts. Michael and George palace. the Byzantine times and were completed by the Venetians who turned the peninsula into an islet hospital. See also the Lighthouse, the clock by building the Contra Fossa moat. An impres- tower; the Central Municipal Library and sive bridge links it to the city. Noteworthy monu- the History Archives. ments on the fortress grounds are: the main •To Campiello, Corfu’s oldest neighbourhood. entrance gate; the Savorgnan, Martinengo, You can visit Panagia i Kremasti church and the and Mandraki ramparts; the land and sea sur- square with the Venetian well. veillance watchtowers; the 1840 Agios Geor- • To Mouragia, one of the city’s most scenic gios basilica built to resemble an ancient Doric neighbourhoods. Follow Arseniou Street (start- temple; an old catholic chapel; the old jail- ing at the old port and ending at Sts Michael house; the British barracks and the British and George Palace, in the central square). 7. Palaiokastritsa, one of Corfu’s most popular tourist resorts. 9 CORFU On 1, Arseniou Street you will come upon Di- onysios Solomos Museum, the former house of the poet who wrote the “Hymn to Freedom” (Greece’s National Anthem) and who lived there for almost 30 years until his death in 1857. • To the old Prefecture building, at Moura- gia. It is an outstanding neoclassical building designed by architect Ioannis Chronis. It has been built on the site of the house where Ioannis Kapodistrias, the first governor of Greece, was born. • To the Town Hall Square, the most impor- tant square during Venetian times. It is flanked by remarkable buildings such as The Lodge of the Nobles (“Loggia dei Nobili”, 1663), con- verted in 1720 into San Giacomo Theatre, to be- come today’s City Hall, one of the city’s finest buildings; the Catholic Metropolitan Church of San Giacomo e San Cristoforo; and the resi- dence of the Catholic Archbishop, housing a Bank of Greece branch today. • To the New Fortress (1576) where you can visit the old British barracks, galleries, arched passageways, bastions, gun emplacements, and see inscriptions in Latin on the walls. From that location you will enjoy a panoramic view of the sea and the historic town centre. The Ceram- ics Museum and an open air theatre are also located here. • To the Ionian Parliament (near the corner of Moustoxydi and Zampeli Streets) where the un- 8. The monastery of Vlacherna. Beyond that, ion of the Ionian Islands with Greece was voted the byzantine church of Pantokratoras on Pontikonisi islet. for. This neoclassical building was designed by sites around the city; the most impressive one architect Ioannis Chronis and built in 1854. is the enormous Gorgo pediment from the Doric • To the noteworthy archeological Monument temple of Artemis. of Menekrates, at Garitsa, made of hewn • To Kanoni, one of Corfu’s top touristic spots stones and bearing an archaic inscription citing with an excellent view of Vlacherna Monastery, Menekrates as a consul from present-day Gal- Pontikonisi, the Chalikiopoulos Lagoon and the axidi town. airport. •To Platytera Monastery, at Mantouki, • To Pontikonisi, Corfu’s islet-landmark. Ac- adorned by impressive murals, icons, and other cording to mythology, it was a Faiakes ship that valuable heritage items. It is also Kapodistrias’ turned to stone. final resting place. There are a number of good • To Mon Repos (3 km S). A visit to this out- tavernas in the area. standing estate is a must! You will see the ne- •To Spilia, an area at the old port. oclassical mansion that had been used by the • To the Jewish Quarter, where the city’s Jew- former Greek royal family as a country resi- ish residents have always had their stores. dence. It was originally built for Sir Frederick • To the Archeological Museum (1, Vraila Ar- Adam, the British High Commissioner of the meni Street). It houses finds from archeological Ionian Islands and Diamantina Palatianou, his Corfiote wife. It is a 19th-century neoclassical CORFU architectural gem and now houses the small yet interesting Archeological Museum of Palaiopolis. • To Palaiopolis, the archeological site near Mon Repos which was ancient Corfu’s agora (market place). Make a point of visiting the tem- 11 ple of Apollo (within Mon Repos next to the ruins of the Temple of Hera), the Roman baths, the agora and a late Hellenistic times edifice. • To Vido (Ptychia), an isle opposite the old port, accessible by boat. Its lush vegetation in- cludes pines and palm trees. Once a rehabilita- tion centre, it is now home to pheasants, par- tridges, hares, and wild rabbits (no hunting al- lowed). You will find a restaurant and a number of gorgeous beaches there. • To Lazaretto (Gouvino), another islet teem- ing with flora opposite the old port; a national monument. Churches • Corfiotes are devout people. There are many churches on the island and the orthodox Easter is celebrated with the becoming splendour in the traditional manner. The city’s patron saint is Agios Spyridon who, according to tradition, has delivered the locals from the plague in 1629. Do not fail to visit Agios Spyridon church, the Corfiotes’ religious point of reference. You will 9. View of Palaiopolis archeological site. 10. The church of Panagia tis Tenedou. see the city’s tallest belfry, a marble iconostasis fu’s port. This three-aisled basilica is known for (templon), exquisite murals, religious heritage the 15th-century Panagia Dimosiana icon painted items and votive offerings. The Saint’s holy relics on both sides. (skenoma) are kept in a gilded shrine studded • Panagia ton Xenon, built by the monk with precious stones. On Palm Sunday morning Nikodimos in the early 18th century. the holy relics are placed at the forefront of a • Agios Ioannis Prodromos (16th century), procession going around the city, accompanied at Sternes. It is a single-aisled basilica with a by Corfu’s 20 philharmonic bands. wooden roof and great murals. • Panagia i Antivouniotissa, at Mouragia. The • Pantokrator, a church well known for its “painted” wall tapestry and panels that are deco- beautiful marble iconostasis. rated with gilded wood carvings are particularly • Agios Nikolaos ton Geronton (16th centu- interesting. It houses the Byzantine Museum, ry), at Campiello; the carved iconostasis is one of exhibiting a significant collection of portable the oldest in the city. icons of the Cretan School of Art. • Panagia i Kremasti, where you will see a • Panagia i Spiliotissa (1577), located at Cor- marble iconostasis and remarkable icons. A beautiful Venetian well graces its courtyard. is home to the Corfu Golf Association and has a CORFU • There are three more Catholic churches: golf academy for the young aged 8-18. San Giacomo e San Cristoforo (at City Hall • Enjoy waterskiing, windsurfing, parasailing, square), Agios Fragkiskos Monastery and “ringo” and pedalo riding, personal watercraft Panagia tis Tenedou church. The Jewish Synagogue is situated near the New Fortress riding, etc at beaches with water sports facilities. • Corfu’s coastline areas are ideal for scuba div- 13 and the city’s historic centre. ing as you can explore coves, bays, rocky sea beds, and acquaint yourself with the impressive Events local marine life. • Festivities taking place on the three succes- 11. Witness the custom of dropping clay jugs at Liston. sive Sundays of the Carnival. • The “Petegoletsa” skits, on the last Thursday of the Carnival Season. • Easter is a special celebration in Corfu, begin- ning on Palm Sunday when Agios Spyridon re- ligious procession takes place. This is repeated on Holy Saturday. That day it is customary to drop clay jugs to the ground from balconies at Liston. The island’s philharmonic bands follow the processions as well as the Lord’s Epitaphios [an embroidered cloth icon of Christ prepared for burial, lying on a low table covered in flow- ers] on Good Friday. • Celebration of the island’s union with Greece, on May 21st. • The Ionian Islands Music Festival. • “Varkarola”, in August. Fun activities • Swimming. If you stay in the capital, go to the beaches of Anemomylos, Mon Repos and Vido. • Sports: By the beachfront hotels you can go for water skiing, windsurfing, “ringo” riding, beach volleyball, and much more. • You will also find waterslides, swimming pools and water fun for the young and older ones alike. The facilities include restaurants, bars and mini markets offering a full range of services. • Casino: at the “Corfu Holiday Palace” Hotel. Sports activities • The Corfu Cricket Festival with the participa- tion of UK teams. • The annual Formula III Powerboat Racing World Championship. • The Ropa Valley golf course is located in the centre of the island, near Ermones beach and is considered as one of the finest in Europe. It Useful phone numbers (+30) Sarroko Square), tel: 26610-39.859. Daily to: Kanoni, Analipsi, Potamos, Temploni, • Corfu Municipal Office: 26613-61.324, Kastellanoi, Kouramades, Perama-Benitses, 26613-62731 Kontokali-Gouvia-Dasia, Afra-Agios Ioannis; • Police Station: 100, 26610-38.661, 26610-20.821 Achilleio-Gastouri. • E.O.T. (Greek National Tourism • “Ioannis Kapodistrias” Corfu Airport: Organisation): 26610-37.638 26610-89.600 • Ionian Islands Regional Tourism Hospitals Bureau: 26610-37.520, 26610-37.638-40 • General Hospital: 26613-60.400 • Tourist Police Station: 26610-29.168 • Agros Health Centre: 26630-71.312 • Traffic Police Station: 26610-29.167 • Agios Markos Health Centre: • Port authority: Domestic timetables: 26610-93.815 26610-32.655, 26610-39.513, International • Lefkimmi Health Centre: 26620-31.466 timetables: 26610-30.481 Museums • Marina (Gouvia): 26610-91.376, • Museum of Asian Art: 26610-20193 26610-91.745 • Museum of Ceramic Art: 26610-27.370 • K.T.E.L. long-distance buses (Green • Archeological Museum: 26610-30.680 line, terminus: Avramiou St): • Byzantine Museum (at Panagia 26610-39.950. Antivouniotissa): Daily to: Afiona, Arilla, Agios Georgios 26610-38313 Pagon, Agios Gordios, Agios Matthaios, Agios • Dionysios Solomos Museum: Stefanos, Avliotes-Barbati, Ermones, Glyfada, Kassiopi, Kavos, Korakiana, Liapades, 26610-30674 Loutses, Mesongi, Palaiokastritsa, Pyrgi-Ypso, Website for Corfu, Diapontia Islands and Paxoi: Roda-Acharavi, Sidari, Spartera. www.corfuvisit.net • City buses (Blue line, terminus: Municipality of Corfu – Tourist Portal: www.zoomcorfu.gr 12. A philharmonic band of Corfu, in front of Sts. Michael and George Palace. CORFU 15 13. Aeroplane landing at the airport of Corfu, located in the middle of Chalikiopoulos lagoon. Trips around • Danilia, a replica of a traditional village. Corfu Island Gastouri 3 Corfu’s stunning scenery, the touristic attrac- A scenic large village built according to tradi- tions, dream beaches and entertainment oppor- tional architectural lines, where “Achilleion” tunities are not to be found in the capital only. is located, the famous palace of the Empress From one end to the other, Corfu has many sur- Elisabeth of Austria, wife of Francis Joseph I prises in store for the visitor. The road network is very good leading to fascinating locations to (known as “Princess Sissy”). Distance from the north, middle and south Corfu. the capital: 10 km SW. Mesi (Middle) Corfu Must see • Achilleion, built in 1890. It was designed Gouvia 2 by Italian architect R. Caritto and involved It is a popular tourist resort with very good ho- Achilles as the main theme. After Sissy’s tels and fish tavernas. There is a well equipped assassination (1898), Achilleion was bought marina at Gouvia and nearby Kontokali that is by Germany’s Kaiser Wilhelm II as a summer one of the largest in the Mediterranean (count- residence. The palace is now a museum. ing 1,235 berths). Distance from the capital: Exquisite statues (such as Achilles Dying, 9 km NW. the Satyr carrying Dionyssus on his shoulders, and others) adorn the palace’s colonnades Must see and gardens that offer a wonderful view.The • The Venetian shipyards. interior is decorated with marvellous murals and paintings inspired by Greek mythology. There is also a Catholic chapel, items that belonged to Sissy and Wilhelm II, etc. • Empress Elizabeth’s fountain, under the plane trees. • Two picturesque villages: Agioi Deka, built on a mountainside, and Kynopiastes where you will find interesting 17th century mansions and Theotokos church, a three-aisled basilica. Benitses 4 Benitses is a busy and popular tourist resort with large hotels that get fully booked in sum- mer. There is a small harbour for mooring boats. Tourist growth is significant in the area and most hotels provide facilities to be used as con- ference centres. Distance from the capital: 13.5 km S. Must see • Corfu Shell Museum • Kaiser’s Bridge and its characteristic jetty. Activities • In the area’s beaches you will find a wide range of services on offer such as schools for water sports, tennis and beach volleyball courts, scuba diving schools and shops renting equipment for windsurfing, parasailing etc. Υpsos 5 It is a cosmopolitan tourist resort. The beach- front of fine sand is lined with hotels and visi- 14. Part of the colonnade at Achilleion, tors can pick from a wide selection of activities and the statues of Apollo and the Three Graces. by the seaside. From a certain point, Ypsos changes to Pyrgi. Distance from the capi- • Short trips by rented boats. tal: 15.5 km NW. • Water sports. • Mini-golf, tennis, beach volleyball. Must see • Camping at Ypsos, Pyrgi, Kato Korakiana and • The National Gallery’s branch. Dasia. • Dasia, 1.5 km S of Ypsos, a highly touristic area with large hotel complexes and conference facilities. Merlin, the agriculturalist Pelekas 6 who introduced the well known Japanese A picturesque village situated west of the city. Kumquat citrus variety in Greece, had his From Kaiser’s Observatory in Pelekas, you will estate in Dasia. enjoy what is probably Corfu’s loveliest sunset Activities location. You will also find some amazing sandy beaches such as Kontogialos and cosmopolitan • Excursion boat tours to nearby areas. Glyfada. Distance from the capital: 16 km W. Must see CORFU • Panagia Myrtidiotissa Monastery. • Sinarades (5 km S), one of the oldest villages on the island, with lovely houses (notice the special architectural features 17 called “voltas”), interesting churches and a Folk Art Museum. • Ermones beach, (6 km NW) where, according to Homer, Odysseus [Ulysses] was shipwrecked and encountered Nausica. Activities • Swimming at some of the island’s top beaches (Glyfada, Myrtiotissa, Kontogialos). • Horseback riding at «Pelecas Country Club». • Camping at Ermones. Palaiokastritsa 7 Palaiokastritsa is located on the island’s north- western side and is one of Corfu’s most famous resorts. The beauty of the rolling countryside is unequalled: olive groves as far as the eye can see, luxuriant pine-covered hills, rugged coasts, lacy beaches, six natural coves with golden sand, each surrounded by steep cliffs, and a picture-perfect harbour for boats. You will find that tourist services are of the highest quality! Distance from the capital: 25 km NW. Must see • The monastery of Panagia Palaiokastritsa 15. Corfu is the ideal destination for water sports fans. • The ruins of a medieval castle (12th - 13th c.) destroyed by Ottoman assaults in the 16th c. and later on blown up by the Venetians. • Some of the island’s finest and most popular summer resorts with their grand villas, pebble beaches, and tranquil, clear waters; notably Barbati, Nisaki, Kaminaki, Agni, Kouloura (the place where novelist Lawrence Durrell lived), Kerasia, Agios Stefanos Sinion and Avlaki. • Antiotis lagoon (wetland) covers 400,000 m2 and is home to 96 species of migratory birds; it has been included in the NATURA 2000 network. Activities • Swimming at the area’s popular sandy beaches. • Powerboat excursions to Kavos Barbaros and the Peristeres rocky islets. 16. Kouloura bay and village. (founded in 1228) on a hilltop. Its ecclesiastical museum is remarkable. • Lakones (3.5 km E), a village with a great view from the “Bella Vista” location. • Angelokastro, a 13th-century Byzantine fort near Krini village (10 km NW). Activities • Swimming at refreshingly cool, deeply blue waters at every beach in the area. • Renting a boat for a trip from the port to the sea caves. • Scuba diving in the area’s fascinating under- water world. • Camping. North Corfu Kassiopi 8 A cosmopolitan seaside resort with a medieval castle nestled amid cypress trees, and a busy yet scenic port. It is a popular destination with mar- vellous beaches nearby. Distance from the capital: 36 km N. Must see • The church of Panagia Kassiopitissa (restored in the 16th c.) Sidari 9 • The waterfalls in a verdant area near CORFU Nymfes village (15.5 km SE). It is a famous resort at Corfu’s northwestern tip. • Cavo Drasti (approx. 6 km W), where The fine beaches and impressive seaside geo- you will be impressed by the cliffs and a logical formations of smooth rock have made it a popular destination. On the way to Peroulades magnificent sunset view. • The southwest idyllic beaches in Peroulades, 19 village, visit the famous, lovely beach known as Agios Stefanos, Arillas and Agios Georgios Canal d’ Amour. Distance from the capital: ton Pagon. 36 km NW. Must see Activities • Swimming and water sports at the area’s • The popular resorts at Roda (9.5 km E) and beach facilities. Acharavi (12.5 km E) where far stretching • Camping at Agios Ioannis, Karousades (4.5 km sandy beaches are popular with the motley E), Roda (9.5 km E) and Arillas (9 km SW). younger generation. Visit the Folk Art Museum at Acharavi (opposite the Roman Peritheia 10 public baths) exhibiting traditional items A fine example of traditional architecture, used in daily life by locals over the past two Peritheia is a beautiful old village nestled in centuries. The objects originated from the Mount Pantokrator. Quite a few houses are in the collection of V. Spyrou and other residents. process of being restored by Greek and foreign 17. The famous Canal d’ amour, between Sidari and Peroulades. residents or visitors. Distance from the capi- tal: 44 km N. Must see • Mount Pantokrator and Ypsilos Pantokrator Monastery (elevation 911 m.) where you will enjoy an amazing view. The monastery’s church features an impressive gilded iconostasis, old icons and murals. • Old Sinies, an abandoned, architectural gem of a village in the Pantokrator area. Activities • Hike on foot or ride an off-road vehicle to Mt. Pantokrator. It is one of Corfu’s most impressive routes as the view from that barren mountain and the scenery will definitely make it worth while. If you decide to hike, start from the village of Palia Peritheia (7km S), or Strinylas (approx. 15 km S) and go all the way to the top of Mt. Pantokrator where Ypsilos Pantokrator monas- tery is located. tine oak forest at the foot of Gamilio (meaning • Mountain biking on Mt. Pantokrator. Nuptial) Mountain, thus named because Alki- noos, the King of ancient Faiakes, was married South Corfu there. Distance from the capital: 23 km SW. Mesongi 11 Must see A well-known yet fairly quiet resort, Mesongi is • Pantokrator Monastery (4th c.) and an built next to a river estuary, by a far stretching interesting Cave (called “the Sea hole”) on beach of fine sand. Distance from the capital: account of archeological finds. From that 22 km S. spot the view to the village and the protected wetlands of Lake Korission is captivating. Must see • Episkopiana village (6 km N), on the hill, Agios Georgios above Moraitika. It is Ioannis Kapodistria’s birthplace. Argyradon 13 • Chlomos village (12 km S), built Go downhill, past Agios Matthaios, towards the amphitheatrically on a raised area with main road and turn right southwards. You will a fantastic view. You will find a number reach Agios Georgios Argyradon village and the of buildings that are considered as fine lovely sandy beach. Distance from the capi- examples of local architecture. tal: 32 km SE. Activities Must see • Lake Korission, (a natural monument of • Swim at the village’s wonderful sandy beach breathtaking beauty), Chalikouna beach or try the water sports facilities on site. as well as the cedar tree forest and the sand Agios Matthaios 12 dunes found in Issos (the longest beach on the island). The village is built amphitheatrically in a pris- • The old Salt Mines (Alykes – 3 km N) with CORFU their small Agios Ioannis church, the Venetian salt warehouses and the sheltered fishing 21 boat wharf; visit popular Kavos village (6 km S) and experience the pulsating nightlife. There is also a fine sandy beach with water sports facilities. Activities • Swim at Alykes or Molos beach at a tourist resort offering a wide choice of water sports facilities. • Hiking from Molos (6km N) up to cape Lefkim- mi (via the salt mines, a 45 min. walk) and from Kavos up to Panagia Arkoudila Monastery (60 min. walk). 19. The village of Agios Georgios Pagon and the sandy beach. 18. Issos beach, among the most beautiful ones in Corfu. Activities • The strip of land separating the lake from the Ionian Sea is a very popular swimming loca- tion as there are beaches and sand dunes. The stretch is extensive and you are certain to find some remote or less busy spots to swim at. • Hiking from Chalikouna beach up to Agios Georgios beach, via Korission Lake (90 min. route). Lefkimmi 14 Past Argyrades and Perivoli, you will reach southern Corfu’s largest town. It has been known since antiquity due to the 434 BC sea bat- tle between the Corfiotes and the Corinthians at Aktio. At the time, its name was “Lefkimma”. Later, the pirates named it “Cavo Bianco”. Its port, Melikia, connects Corfu with Igoumenitsa, Parga, and Syvota (in Ipeiros). Distance from the capital: 41.5 km SE. Must see • The 17th-century Panagia Arkoudila monastery. Its fortified tower was the monks’ refuge during pirate raids. The monastery has been built in a forest, on the island’s southernmost cape. DIAPONTIA Islands 20. Diapontia Islands are ideal for underwater activities. D iapontia Islands namely Ereikoussa, Mathraki, Othonoi and smaller, unin- habited islets are an Ionian Sea group of islands located close to the north- western edge of Corfu. Ereikoussa 1 DIAPONTIA ISLANDS Useful phone numbers (+30) It is the northernmost island of the group, ver- • Community Office: 26630-71.703 dant and ideal for a tranquil vacation with few • Police Station: 26630-72.400 yet gorgeous beaches where the trees reach up • Rural Clinic: 26630-71.505 to the sand. The locals are olive tree growers, fishermen, or in the tourism business. There is Mathraki 2 a shuttle boat service to the city of Corfu, Agios This is the southernmost, smallest island of the Stefanos Avlioton and Sidari. Distance from Corfu’s Cape Drastis: 6 nautical miles NW. Diapontia group, a spear fisherman’s paradise with beautiful reefs, rocky islets and a seabed 23 that is full of life. There is a shuttle boat serv- Must see ice from Plakes, Mathraki’s port, to the city of • Porto, the island’s port and main village with Corfu, Agios Stefanos Avlioton and Sidari. Dis- an extensive beach where a variety of services tance from Corfu’s Cape Kefali: 4.5 nautical are offered. miles W. Activities Must see • Kontraka’s old port in Fyki, on the west • Swimming at Porto and Braghini. coast. Past Cape Katergo, the sea waters • Spear fishing. in the area are ideal for underwater spear • Hiking on the forest trails leading to the fishing. The old stone belfry of Agia Triada’s Merovigli hilltop. 21. An aerial photo of Ereikoussa. [ N ERIKOUSSA Erikoussa Porto P ! Mpragini ΟΤΗΟΝΙ ! Fiki Porto Dafni ! ! ERIK Horio P ! OUS Othoni A- OTHONI Ammos ERIKOUSS S A- ! SI D Aspri Ammos ARI Ammos MA THR A KI - O T HON I LEGEND Airport Beach Archaeological site Bus station Police T " Region capital Hospital Plakes KI TH R A Village >1000 per. Fiki SIDA RI - M A P ! ! Camping ! Hamlet Mathraki !P Portelo Castle - Fortress Main road network Kontrakas Diaplo Casino ! AGI DIAPLO Port Rural road Network OS MATHRAKI STEFA N O S - MATH RAKI Marina Minor road network Museum Apidies Arvanitiko Ferry route 0 1.25 2.5 5 km church is also worth your visit. Useful phone numbers (+30) • The churches of: Agios Nikolaos (1675) • Community Office: 26630-81.190 in the island’s northern area (Kato Panta) and • Police Station: 26630-72.400 Agios Spyridon in the south (Ano Panta). • Rural Clinic: 26630-71.676 • Karavi, Leipso, Diaplo and Plaka rocky isles. Othonoi 3 The largest island of the group is Othonoi, lo- Activities cated on the Greek territory’s westernmost edge. The outstanding natural beauty is comple- • Swimming in the vast Portelo beach stretch- mented by traditional houses, old churches, and ing across the entire NE side of the island, at ruins of Venetian castles. There is a shuttle boat Arvanitiko, Fyki and Apidies. service running from Ammos, Othonoi’s port, • Fishing and scuba diving in Portelo. to the city of Corfu, Agios Stefanos Avlioton and • Hiking along the stone trails leading to Sidari. Distance from Corfu’s Cape Drastis: Merovigli hilltop (155m). 12 nautical miles W-NW. Activities DIAPONTIA ISLANDS Must see • Ormos Ammou (Sand Cove): From here, • Swimming at Ammos, Aspri Ammos, and Fyki. take a boat to the beach of blue-green waters, • Spear fishing and find the cave where, according to the • Sailing myth, Calypso kept Odysseus [Ulysses] in captivity. Useful phones numbers (+30) • Dafni and Chorio, two lovely villages. • The 1872 lighthouse on Cape Kastri (NE edge of the island). • • Community Office: 26630-72.132 Police Station: 26630-71.592 25 • Kastrino and Ostrako, two rocky isles near • Rural Clinic: 26630-71.550 Cape Kastri. • Port Authority: 26630-72.280 22. A beach at Othonoi. PAXOI (Paxi) 23. Mesovrika beach, Antipaxoi. A ll that you need for a quiet, memorable vacation is on this island: lacy beaches, small coves, green hills with olive trees, imposing cliffs, sea caves and particularly interesting hewn stone cisterns dotting the island. Its small size (area: 13 sq. km, coastline: 30 km) invites the visitor to explore it from end to end on foot. Tradition has it that Paxoi used to be part of Corfu Island until Poseidon tore it apart with his trident so that he may have a secluded spot to enjoy the company of his beloved Amfitriti. Under Venetian rule, commercial, maritime and agricultural activities thrived on the island. Gaios 1 Events PAXOI It is the island’s capital town and port, ideal for • Classical Music Festival in the summertime. sun-and-sea vacations. The image of the port • The August 15th feast on the small island of wedged in the narrow channel between Paxoi island and Agios Nikolaos isle is considered one Panagia. • Agios Gaios’ icon placed at the head of a reli- 27 of the prettiest in the Ionian Sea. There are gious procession on June 29th with the partici- cafés and fish tavernas by the pier. pation of the Metropolitan (Bishop) and Corfu’s philharmonic bands. • “Neroladia” fair, in mid-July. Must see Activities • The church of Agios Charalampos (the • The island is ideal for relaxation. However, island’s patron saint) and Agioi Apostoloi apart from tavernas and cafés, there are also church where there are interesting murals. nightclubs and bars at the port area. • The Museum, housed in the Venetian- • Swimming at Kloni Gouli, Kamini, Kaki Lag- turned-British Governor’s Mansion of former kada, Alati, Plakes, Ballos, Levrechio, Pounta, and Kipos. times. There are finds from antiquity, • An island tour by small boat. household utensils, weaving articles and a • Tennis and mini golf. small gallery exhibiting works of art by • Sailing around the islets close to Paxoi. Chr. Aronis, a local painter. • Hiking and mountaineering. • Agios Nikolaos isle, opposite the port, featuring a Venetian fort (1423), two small Useful phone numbers (+30) churches, and a windmill. • Municipal Office: 26623-60.300 • Panagia islet where you can visit • Police Station: 26620-32.222 Panagia’s Monastery and a picturesque • Port authority: 26620-32.259 lighthouse. • Rural Health Centre: 26620-31.466 • Lesianitis windmill (1780) now deserted, • Museum: 26620-32.566 near Tranakatika village (2 km SW). Website: www.paxi.gr 24. The small harbour at Longos, Paxoi. 25. Gaios harbour (Paxoi) is a much photographed spot in the Ionian Sea. PAXOI 29 i Kanoni dr La os os en k KERKΙRA - PAXI kk Or Harami d no M po s o Ki rehi o Plani M v Le i [ ! ! ar Lakka Dalietatika m ar ! Apergatika ! Loggos N Pounta PAXI Kaki Lagada Platanos Kipiadi ! ! Kamini Magazia Kloni Gouli Plakes Vlahopoulatika ! Defteri Spiatza P ! Gaios Bogdanatika Avlaki Makratika ! Paxos Beach Galazio ! Ballos ! Velianitatika ! Moghonissi Ozias PA IPAX Kaltsonissi AN XI I T Vrika Messovrika Voutoumi P ! ! Agrapidia Antipaxos ANTIPAXI 0 1.25 2.5 5 km Trips around ing an impressive belfry (1774) and interesting murals. Distance from Gaios: 4 km NW. Paxoi Island Activities • Hiking. A network of trails goes past Magazia Ozias 2 and continues along the island’s western part It is the island’s oldest settlement with tradition- through some incredible landscape. al stone-built houses and ruins of old churches • Diving in the sea caves (gráves). the most important one being that of Agia Ma- rina (8th c.). Swim at the cove by the village. Dis- Longos 4 tance from Gaios: 1.5 km S. It is Paxoi’s smallest harbour. Distance from Gaios: 5.5 km NW. Must see • Mongonisi, a small island linked to Ozias Must see by a bridge. • The old G. Anemogiannis oil mill & soap • Kaltsonisi, frequently visited by people factory. who own or rent boats. Activities Magazia 3 • Swimming at Marmari, Kipos, Levrechio, Gly- fada, Kipiadi, and Monodendri. This is a village with stone-built houses and • Boat excursions from the harbour to nearby elaborate dry stone courtyard walls. The Oil beaches. Museum is housed in an 18th c. oil mill (tel. 26620-30.043). On Paxoi’s west coast, near the village, there are approx. 40 fascinating sea Lakka 5 caves called gráves, with impressive vaults. This picturesque village of beautiful houses, al- The ones best known are by the cliffs of Erimitis leys, and small squares is located in the island’s and Achai bays. You will also come across the northern part amid flourishing vegetation. Dis- church of Ypapanti (1601), 2km NW, featur- tance form Gaios: 7.5 km NW. PAXOI 31 26. Dense vegetation ends at the sea shore in Lakka, Paxoi. the small boat from Parga or Corfu. Another op- Must see tion is to use the flying dolphin or watertaxi serv- • Agios Andreas’ church. ice from Corfu. • Ypapanti sea cave. • The sunset from the lighthouse (1919). Antipaxοi (Antipaxi) 6 Activities It is a pretty, miniature of an island, southeast of Paxoi (3 nautical miles from Gaios), known • Swimming at Charami, Kanoni, Planoi, Orkos, for its fantastic beaches. Voutoumi, a beach Arkoudaki and Lakkos. of exotic beauty, is among the finest in Greece. • Boat excursions from the port to nearby beaches. Another two gorgeous beaches are Vrika and Getting there Mesovrika. Agrapidia is the small port con- necting the island with Paxoi. There is a group Travel by ferryboat from Igoumenitsa, or take of rocky isles opposite the southern coastline. 27. A picturesque narrow street at Gaios. Lefkada 28. The impressive rocks and lighthouse at Cape Lefkata, Lefkada. L efkada or Leucas Island (area: 302.5 sq.km) is surrounded by a total of 24 islets - Aristotle Onassis’ Skorpios being one of them. It connects to the opposite coast of Central Greece via a floating swing bridge (length: 50 m). The bridge offers easy access to Lefkada to visitors from all over Greece as it connects to parts of Egnatia Odos [Road] junction, Preveza-Aktio sea tun- nel, Central Greece’s Aktio International Airport and the ports in Igoumenitsa (Ipeiros) and Patras (Peloponnese). On Lefkada you will find noteworthy sights, churches and monasteries, picturesque villages, lush vegetation, idyllic coves of turquoise waters, busy and secluded beaches of stunning beauty, a significant cultural heritage and hospitable locals. Up until the 6th c. BC, Lefkada was part of the Akarnania coastline. It owes its name to Lefkata, the cape with the towering rugged white cliffs on the island’s southern tip. Lefkada has been in- habited since Neolithic times and flourished as a Corinthian colony. In 1204, after Constantinople’s occupation by the Franks, it became part of the Despotate of Epirus [Ipeiros]. Later on, the Turks, Venetians, French and British occupied the island. In 1864, it became part of Greece along with the other Ionian Islands. LEFKADA rated with busts of some of the island’s eminent Lefkada Town 1 scholars. Lefkada is the island’s capital and port town • To the pedestrian zone along the coast (population: approx. 8,000). It is linked to the lined with the younger generation’s hangouts, coast of Central Greece via a floating swing bridge. The town planning includes picturesque cafés, and music bars. • To the central square with many restaurants 33 alleys, small squares, traditional houses, elabo- and cafés where Agios Spyridonas church is lo- rate belfries and paved pedestrian zones, ac- cated (late 17th c.) with an interesting iconosta- cording to the Medieval European urban plan- sis and icons. The main town mall (along Melas ning style. Its historic centre has been built fol- Street) starts from this point. lowing the Venetian urban design plan, known •To Kouzounteli (or Kouzoumpei) area, where as a “fish backbone” plan, unique in Greece and age-long plane trees stand next to traditional Europe and a fine example of excellent anti- coffee shops that serve freshly ground coffee seismic construction. The city is surrounded by and soumada drink made from fragrant al- a canal and a lagoon, while, farther north, lies monds. Gyra, a sandy beach that forms a fine circle, dot- • To the Archeological Museum. Finds (mid- ted with windmills and scant vegetation. Paleolithic times - 4th c. AD) come from tombs Town promenade excavated at Nydri, burial grounds of the ancient town of Lefkada, etc. • To the lagoon, one of the Ionian Sea’s most • To the Public Library, housed in a neoclas- significant wetlands, home to magnificent sical building. There is an extensive collection swans, egrets, wild ducks, wild geese, and of printed documents and post-Byzantine icons Eurasian coots. It is protected by the Ramsar painted in the style of the Eptanesian iconogra- Convention as a wetland of international impor- phy school by eminent religious iconographers tance. There is also an ivari, a fish farm where such as Doxaras, Roussos, etc. fish grow in their natural environment. • To Charamogleios Eidiki Lefkadiaki Li- • To Agia Mavra fort, at the town’s entrance, brary [a library treating exclusively local constructed by a Sicilian named Giovanni Orsini themes] exhibiting rare books, gravures and in 1300, next to the artificial canal on a lagoon maps. The art gallery is often the venue for islet. Several additions were made later by the painting and photography exhibitions. The li- Venetians and the Turks. There is a lighthouse brary’s collection has been included in the on the fort as well as Agia Mavra’s chapel. Guiness Book of Records. • To Bosketo Park, where the island’s intelle- • To the “Pantazis Kontomichis” Folk Art genzia used to meet in former times. It is deco- Museum, established in 1937 and managed 29. The bridge at the canal bordering Lefkada town. Am m og lo ss Ka Yir M a st a Ag ini ili ro s Ka .I a u [ m oa nn LEFKADA i Frini LEFKADA N Skala Yalou ! ! T " C EN T R AL GR EE C E Tsoukalades P ! ! Kaligonio Pefkoulia Apolpaina Kariotes Agios Nikitas ! Ligia !P Kavalos Tempeli Milos ! Spanohori ! Asprogerakata ! Lazarata Paradisos ! Kathisma ! ! Pinakohori Katouna ! Episkopos ! Avali Exanthia Pigadissani ! Nikiana P ! Karia P ! ! Kalamitsi ! Kavalikefta Megali Petra Alexandros Kolivata Magemenou ! ! Pasa Eglouvi ! ! Keramidaki Vafkeri Perigiali HELONI ! Nidri SPARTI ! ! Neohori ! P ! Madouri ! Korakias Agios Ilias Kalithea ! Dragano ! Geni SKORPIOS ! ! ! ! Lakka Agios Petros Vlihos Yalou Athani Vournikas Lagada Sivros ! P ! Desimi ! Vathi ! Trafia ! Alonaki Spartohori ! ! Poros Efteri Katomeri Egremni Ponti Marandohori ! ! Vassiliki Rouda Episkopi ! ! Sivota ! KALAMOS Kontarena ! MEGANISSI Porto ! Evgiros Mikros Yalos Kalamos ! Katsiki Afteli Ayofili Ammousso KITHROS Kastos ! KASTOS ARKOUDI 0 3 6 12 km by the “Orpheus” Music and Literature Associa- • To Tsoukalades (7 km SW), a traditional village. tion. Exhibits include a wide and rare collection of items related to local everyday life and work. • To the Phonograph-Memorabilia Museum Churches whose exhibits include old phonographs, vinyl • Agios Minas. The town’s most noteworthy records, decorative antique items, old banknotes church boasts an exquisite wood-carved icon- etc. ostasis, icons painted by great iconographers •To the agelong Elaionas (Olive Grove), lying e.g. Kontarinis and Roussos, and oil paintings by west, on the town outskirts. Doxaras, Koutouzis, Ventouras and others. This • To Megalos Avlaimonas and Mikros Avlai- initially small baroque-style church was founded monas wetlands, two natural-habitat fish farms on 1707 and was rebuilt to its present size after near the city. the damage it sustained in 1724. • To the windmills at Gyra. • Agios Nikolaos (1687): the wood-carved • To Fryni (2 km SW), a small village on a slope iconostasis is remarkable. with a fantastic view. • Christos Pantokrator, founded in 1700. The LEFKADA 35 30. Lefkada’s lagoon. Agia Mavra fort is in the background. final resting place of the novelist A. Valaoritis is oldest church on the island, a single-naved con- in the churchyard. struction with a large semicircular arch, built in • Panagia ton Vlachernon, in Elaionas. On the 15th c. Meatfare Sunday of 1821, at the instigation • Agios Ioannis Antzousis, a small, pictur- of Ioannis Zampelios, one of the local leading esque church on the beach by the same name. members of Filiki Etairia [Society of Friends], this • Panagia Faneromeni Monastery, 2 km SW historic church was the place where chieftains of Fryni. Built on a hill covered with pine trees, it and elders from Roumeli pledged themselves is one of the island’s most important monuments to take part in the Greek War of Independence. with a historic course that goes possibly back The Gospel Book they took their oath on is still to the Apostles’ times. Panagia Faneromeni is preserved. Lefkada’s patron saint and is celebrated on the • Dormition of Theotokos (the Mother of Pentecost (Holy Spirit) Monday. The 1876 icon of God), on the NW side of the lagoon. It is the Panagia is preserved in the monastery and has 31. Windsurfing by Agios Ioannis beach. 32. Panoramic view of Syvota bay, a mini fjord-like formation. LEFKADA 37 been painted by Benjamin Kontrakis, a Mount since 1955 and involves theatrical and music Athos monk. Visit the Ecclesiastical Museum events, exhibitions, conferences, and poetry on the same grounds, where interesting items nights. It is one of Greece’s oldest cultural are exhibited, originating from churches and institutions along with the Athens Festival. monasteries on the island, and dating from the • Wine festival that takes place in Sfakiotes Mu- second Turkish Occupation (1479-1684) until nicipality on Frya Square, around the historic 1864 when the island became part of Greek Frya Well. territory. You will find particularly interesting works of art by Eptanesian painters; ecclesiasti- Activities cal manuscripts and old documents dating to • Swimming. If you stay in Lefkada town, you times before and after the 1821 Greek War of In- can swim at Kastro, Gyra, Myloi, and Agios dependence; silver artefacts (crosses, chalices, Ioannis Antzousis. Around the island you will trays etc); sacerdotal vestments and a collection discover some amazing beaches and to the of 18th-19th century antimins (or antimensions – island’s east there are numerous beautiful, consecrated altar cloth). wooded isles. Events • Visiting the sea caves. Farther south, Kalamos and Kastos isles boast beaches and sea caves • International Folklore Festival. As of 1962, of great beauty. bands and artists from all over the world meet • Bicycling; the town of Lefkada as well as the in Lefkada every August and exchange the nearby coastline are ideal for a bicycle ride. Go product of their cultural and artistic folklore round the lagoon, following the exceptional in the fields of dancing, music, and traditional scenic route: Agia Mavra - Gyra - Myloi - Ai heritage. Giannis - Lefkada. • The Discourse & Art Festival. It has been • Marina: it is located at the town’s east side, organised by the Cultural Centre of Lefkada and is considered to be the best equipped ma- 33. Paragliding over Kathisma beach. 
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