
    
PDF Host


Report Abuse
    
      
    

    
      Aesthetics as a way of Survival - 

      Please enable JavaScript to view the full PDF

      Germaine Kruip! Aesthetics as a way of Survival! Kunstverein für die Rheinlande und Westfalen, Düsselfdorf ! 30 May – 9 August, 2009! ! Press Release! ! Dutch artist Germaine Kruip (based in Amsterdam and Brussels) is known from her often minimal architectural inventions integrating light and mirrors. She perceives her audience as actors in these minimal but staged environments. Her photographic slide pieces such as The Bower (2006) and Image Archive (2004-ongoing), connect the institutional environment, the way we are conducted or conditioned to look at images, to the everyday world outside. She places the so-called “artificial” on the same level as the ‘natural”. In her slide piece entitled The Bower, which is the name of a bird’s display used as a lure, and as a site for rituals by the Australian Bowerbird, Kruip questions the necessity of aesthetics. ! ! Germaine Kruip formulated her ideas for the phenomenon of The Bower as follows: ! ! "The self-evident mode in which the Bowerbird decorates its nest, in which the beauty of its creation is a means for survival, gives me a new entry to look at the phenomenon of art. The question if art is necessary is often linked to its practical purpose. Aesthetics as a form of survival appears to be something that can easily be forgotten and overlooked but at the same time can be an option, a chance. Nature symbolises our reality in which aesthetics and survival are intrinsically connected. How do ideas of current aesthetics relate to our reality and where do beauty and aesthetics become necessary?”! ! A new artist film production by Germaine Kruip was realised over the course of the this year. The formal consequence of necessary behaviour by several Bowerbirds in Queensland, Australia were documented. For this production collaboration was sought with two of the most established scientists in their field Cliff and Dawn Frith, also known for their many scientific as well as more popular books on the Bowerbird, such as ‘Clifford & Dawn Frith. The Bowerbirds. Oxford University Press 2004’. They gained experience in film production by previous collaborations with Sir David Attenborough on his BBC series, The Life of Birds 1998, in which among other species the Bowerbird featured. The sites of display, central to the behaviour of the Bowerbird, was filmed with their expertise and guidance. The film material was edited in collaboration with Danielle Kruip, based in Brussels, who gained her experience in the field of anthropology. ! Inside the exhibition and next to the central film Aesthetics as a way of Survival different perspectives are offered on the visual possibilities of aesthetics while at the same time, a connection will be rendered visible by combining science and art in the publication. ! Contributors to the book are Cliff and Dawn Frith, Renske Janssen, Germaine Kruip, Vanessa Joan Muller, Design Studio Lambl/Homburger, Florian Lambl, Manuel Trüdinger, Claudia Rafael 
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