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      Spotlight Pro Profile A CELEBRATION OF What is your favourite kind of LOVE… wedding photography and what is it about destination weddings that interests you the most?In short, how would you describe your style of photography per se to be like? Over the years I have built a solid reputation for delivering images As told to Mathew Thottungal that cater specifically for the Asian wedding market. This includes Jermaine Chandra is an Asian wedding photographer based in London (UK) who strives with his approach to push the creative boundaries. His style can be best described as colourful, imaginative and distinctive. But he happens to be a firm believer whose mantra is to produce images that tell a story within each documented moments. Even though, his attitude is fearless, yet his behaviour is respectful and well- mannered. He for one is someone who understands the importance of shouldering the responsibility in documenting the most important day of his couples’ lives. Says Jermaine that “I understand what it takes to make my clients’ day as successful and enjoyable as possible. This is so for I possess the ability to think on my feet in a creative way. I am also hugely experienced at working under tight timelines to bring out the best in any given situation. These are some of the key characteristics that defines me as someone who not only loves photography, but also the union of two people in love. Having a clear understanding that each wedding is different, for it helps to ensure that Jermaine Chandra, my work stays creative and current”. Excerpts: London Classic Imaging 30 January-March 2019 Hindu, Tamil, Buddhist, Muslim and Sikh traditions. In addition, I have also covered weddings of English, Persian and Jewish traditions. I love the variety of images on offer that this industry affords me to capture. Having said that, what I enjoy most is documenting the union of two people in love and the coming together of two families. This is irrespective of tradition. This notion means that as a photographer I have to be very versatile in my approach. I enjoy the photography-related challenges that each wedding brings to the fore. Destination weddings sometimes bring their own logistical challenges, but it’s always refreshing for me to be in a new environment. It helps to keep my work fresh and unique and I thrive on the problem solving photographic situations that unfold on the wedding day. In fact, I enjoy making full use of unfamiliar environments in my photos to deliver something unique to my couples. My style is known to be colourful and creative – elements which I feel best represents the Asian wedding celebrations. A lot of my work is approached in a Classic Imaging 31 January-March 2019 Spotlight Pro Profile Classic Imaging 32 January-March 2019 photo-journalistic style, I wish I could say there was a but I am also disciplined secret, but it really comes down in documenting creative to the personality and how I couple portraits. As a interact with the wedding crowd. wedding photographer in the This usually means that I can get Asian wedding market, it’s closer to my subjects and allows important to be adaptable me to take intimate pictures. I get since the day can be so a lot of comments from guests different and varied. saying that they didn’t notice me taking photos. I am very discrete Jermaine Chandra, your when I photograph, meaning that photos seem to be so full a lot of people don’t notice that I of creativity and intimacy. am around. This helps the crowd They perfectly seem to hold to relax and I can continue with the atmosphere, vibes and taking pictures without being a feelings of a given moment distraction. in time. What is your secret of capturing emotions so How far in advance do you have successfully? to start preparing and planning Classic Imaging 33 January-March 2019 Spotlight Pro Profile Classic Imaging 34 January-March 2019 for a destination wedding? How able to circumvent any travel is often related to quality of light do you take advantage of the delays plus it gives me time to and emotion. I use these together location given the busy wedding scope out the new location before with a combination of my vast schedule that you are required the actual wedding day arrives. By experience to deliver unique and to adhere and shoot at the same assessing the location in advance memorable images to my couples. time? for photo related opportunities,it I usually need to look at a particular I would usually start preparing for helps to ensure the smooth scene to see which “rules” applies a destination wedding at least 3 running of what can be a very busy before I shoot the photos. months in advance. Sometimes wedding schedule. In addition, I this can be a lot earlier. My look to coordinate my movements List out three things you couldn’t calendar gets completely booked in line with the schedule that I do your job as a wedding up very quickly so it’s pertinent would have received, together photographer without and why? to ensure that I have a stretch with the on-site wedding planner if Hardware: Naturally, I require the of days available. Most of the there is one. appropriate kit to ensure that I am Indian weddings that I photograph able to capture the pictures that aboard span across multiple There are a lot of little rules I do. This is a combination of my days so I need to ensure that in photography, such as the camera bodies, lenses and my there are no clashes with regard ‘Rule of Thirds’, and the inverse Mac, amongst other items. to my wedding commitments ‘Square Law’. Describe a in the UK or anywhere else in photography ‘rule’, that you use Mindset: Most of the Indian the world. Booking earlier also the most or find it most valuable. weddings and receptions can means you can typically secure Comment last in excess of 15 hours, so it is better deals on flights and Sometimes in photography you important to be mentally prepared accommodation. However, this is need to break some rules in order to showcase high endurance usually taken care of by my clients. to differentiate yourself from the and cent percent commitment others. As such, there isn’t one rule to document the best images I make it a point to arrive at my that I stick to. Yes, ‘Rule of Thirds’, possible for your clients. I believe destination at least 2 days in is one that I utilise often, but I am that it important to be fearless advance. This ensures that I am also looking at so much more that when it comes to photographing Classic Imaging 35 January-March 2019 Spotlight Pro Profile an Indian wedding because so much can happen – sometimes you can’t prepare, but you have to be prepared for any eventuality if that makes sense. I often emphasise that if you can photograph an Indian wedding successfully you can pretty much photograph anything! Passion: without this there would be no drive to stay creative and trendy. This can apply to many other situations, not just only photography. From the minute the pictures are on your computer after a shoot, and the moment they are in the clients hands – what happens? What does your workflow look like? What tools/software/apps do you use? Do you spend more time with the camera or in front of the computer? Having a good workflow is integral, especially when it comes to documenting wedding events. All my weddings are backed up 3 times over, with on-site and offsite storage. My main tool for editing is my Mac. In terms of software, I highly recommend using Photomechanic for initial image handling, as it is very responsive in terms of speed. My images are then moved into Lightroom where the main edits take place. Thereafter, my images are uploaded to a private gallery for my clients to view. The gallery is also used to facilitate any required album designing per se. Though I would rather spend more time in front of the camera, but I do find myself spending more time in front of the computer – for this is where the real work begins. What has been your most interesting/extravagant/outrageous wedding shot so far and why? My most interesting and extravagant Indian wedding was the one that I photographed at the Stamford, Connecticut, USA. In terms of guest numbers it was close to 1000 people, and probably if not more. There were 104 food carts serving up dishes from all over the globe during Classic Imaging 36 January-March 2019 the reception. Everything was done on a grand scale, with event lasting a total of 19 long hours of shooting. They had dancers, entertainers, and more. It was certainly memorable and for all the right reasons. Another memorable wedding that I recall was the one that I covered in Kerala, in South India. It had always been a goal of mine to document an Indian wedding in my motherland and was invariably delighted when I got the opportunity to do so. Though on a much smaller scale, but the scenery on offer was breath-taking and provided the perfect backdrop to photograph a beautiful Indian wedding. I quickly learned that in India, anything is possible. We had elephants, fireworks, boat races, you name it -you have it. It was a great experience and one I would love to repeat it someday. Classic Imaging 37 January-March 2019 
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