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       Wisconsin Farm Center Counseling Voucher Program Fact Sheet Background Prior to 2019, counseling vouchers for farmers were funded through a Sowing Seeds of Hope grant. In 2019, Governor Tony Evers provided $200,000 ($100,000 each year of the biennium) for farmer mental health as part of the 2019-2021 biennial state budget. Once released by the Legislature’s Joint Finance Committee, this funding enabled the Wisconsin Farm Center at the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) to expand its counseling voucher program as well as develop workshops and other initiatives that focus on alleviating farmer stress. The goal of these programs is to connect Wisconsin farmers and/or their family members to the mental health resources they need. Voucher Information Each voucher can be converted to one hour of counseling services from a licensed counselor who has chosen to participate in the program. Vouchers must be used within 90 days of being issued. Eligible farmers and/or farm family members can receive three vouchers, but can request more after the first three have been redeemed. How it Works Farmers/Family Members – Eligible individuals who contact the Farm Center hotline will be provided a list of participating mental health providers. Three vouchers will be mailed to the caller at the address they provide. When the caller contacts a participating provider, they need only to identify themselves as a Wisconsin Farm Center referral and present the voucher at the time of the appointment. If an individual’s preferred provider does not already accept the counseling vouchers, they can also approach providers to inquire whether they would be willing to participate in the program. Mental Health Providers – Providers must be registered through DATCP in order to accept vouchers. Interested providers should contact the Farm Center at FarmCenter@wi.gov or 1-800-942-2474 to determine their eligibility and complete paperwork to become part of the program. Once approved, providers can start accepting vouchers immediately. At each appointment, farmers will submit a voucher to the provider. The provider fills out the information requested and sends the vouchers to the Farm Center for processing and payment. Interesting Facts and Statistics  There are more than 200 agencies registered with the counseling voucher program.  There is at least one counseling agency registered with the program in 60 Wisconsin counties.  Since 2005, more than 1,500 vouchers have been issued to farmers across Wisconsin.  From 2019 to 2020: o The number of vouchers issued increased by 38%. o The voucher redemption rate increased by 14%. o The number of redeemed vouchers per year increased by 83%.  2020 had the highest number of vouchers issued and redeemed since 2009. Calendar Total # Vouchers Percentage Counseling Voucher Program Vouchers 12/30/20 Year Redeemed Used Issued 300 250 2020 252 143 57% 200 2019 182 78 43% 150 100 2018 89 22 25% 50 0 2017 29 11 38% 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2016 31 2 6% Vouchers Issued Vouchers Redeemed 

    

        
      
        
          
            
               Thumbnails
            
            
               Document Outline
            
            
               Attachments
            
          

        

        
          
          

          
          

          
          

        

      
  

      
        
          
            
            
              
                Previous
              
              

              
                Next
              
            

          


          
            
            Highlight all
            
            Match case
            
          


          
            
          

        
  

        
          
            
              Presentation Mode
            

            
              Open
            

            
              Print
            

            
              Download
            

            
              Current View
            

            


            
              Go to First Page
            
            
              Go to Last Page
            

            


            
              Rotate Clockwise
            
            
              Rotate Counterclockwise
            

            


            
              Text Selection Tool
            
            
              Hand Tool
            

            


            
              Document Properties…
            
          

        
  

        
          
            
              
                
                  Toggle Sidebar
                
                

                
                  Find
                
                
                  
                    Previous
                  
                  

                  
                    Next
                  
                

                
                
              

              
                
                  Presentation Mode
                

                
                  Open
                

                
                  Print
                

                
                  Download
                
                
                  Current View
                

                


                
                  Tools
                
              

              
                
                  
                    Zoom Out
                  
                  

                  
                    Zoom In
                   
                

                
                  Automatic Zoom
Actual Size
Page Fit
Page Width

50%
75%
100%
125%
150%
200%
300%
400%


                
              

            

            
              
                
                

              

            

          

        


        


        
          

        


        
          
            
            
              More Information
            
            
              Less Information
            
          

          
            
              Close
            
          

          

          
        

      
 

      
        
          
            
              Enter the password to open this PDF file:

            

            
              
            

            
              Cancel
              OK
            

          

        

        
          
            
              File name: -

            

            
              File size: -

            

            

            
              Title: -

            

            
              Author: -

            

            
              Subject: -

            

            
              Keywords: -

            

            
              Creation Date: -

            

            
              Modification Date: -

            

            
              Creator: -

            

            

            
              PDF Producer: -

            

            
              PDF Version: -

            

            
              Page Count: -

            

            
              Close
            

          

        

        
          
            
              Preparing document for printing…
            

            
              
              0%
            

            
              Cancel
            

          

        

      
  

    
 

    

  