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      Suspension of Belief. Nature, Rationality, and Logic Alexandra Zinke University of Tübingen We believe a lot. We disbelieve a lot. For most questions: we suspend belief! Traditional focus of epistemology on ‚positive‘ notions: (graded) belief and disbelief. (Along with knowledge, justification,)  No systematic treatment of suspension. Relevance of Suspension Scepticism Cartesian scepticism Suspension of judgment at the beginning of the search for indubitale of knowledge. Pyrrhonian scepticism Suspension of judgment (epoché) as the way to tranquility (ataraxia). Relevance of Suspension Suspension and propositional attitudes Suspension as a necessary precondition for • inquiring, • wondering, • hoping, • …? Relevance of Suspension Scientific Agnosticism Religious Agnosticism Phenomenological bracketing (Husserl) … Schedule Lecture I: Nature: What is suspension of belief ? Lecture II: Rationality: When should we suspend belief ? Lecture III: Formal Representation: Proposals and Problems Lecture IV: Formal Representation: My Proposal This is an opinionted introduction Lecture I The Nature of Suspension What is suspension of belief ? Terminology Suspension of belief vs. Suspension of judgment Many ways of coming to suspend, e.g. o giving up a prior belief o still deliberating mental act vs. doxastic positions o not deliberating any further Suspension as a position in o postponing a doxastic decision doxastic possibility space (static) o actively avoid making up your mind o refraining from believing Classical Definition Sus(p)  B(p)  B(p) Objections (see, e.g., Friedman 2013[a], 2017, Atkins 2017, Sturgeon 2010, Wedgewood 2002) Positive Suspension [S]uspended judgment is supposed to be an attitude that one takes toward a proposition, not merely a lack of belief and disbelief toward that proposition. (L. Rosa 2019, Erkenntnis) To suspend judgment about p “is to be in a positive state on the question whether p.” (M. McGrath 2020, Noûs) Positive Suspension I: Higher-Order Conception “S suspends judgment about p iff (i) S believes that she neither believes nor disbelieves that p , (ii) S neither believes nor disbelieves that p, and (iii) S intends to judge that p or not-p.” (M. Masny 2018, Synthese) (see also Raleigh 2019, Crawford 2004) Positive Suspension II: Sui Generis Conception “… the presence of an attitude that counts as an expression of (or just is) the subject’s neutrality or indecision about which of p, p is true.” (J. Friedman 2013, Philosophical Studies) “Suspended judgment cannot be reduced to, or explained in terms of, other propositional attitudes, such as belief.” (P. Atkins 2017, Synthese) (see also Sturgeon 2010, Moon 2018, Lord 2020) Is or involves suspension of judgment an attitude? No, because…  Restrict classical definition to admissible S, p Pyrrhonian Skepticism Cartesian Doubt B(p) vs. B(p) B(p) vs. B(p) evidential balance fallibility “ … because of the equipollence in “I should hold back my assent the opposed objects and accounts, from opinions which are not we come first to suspension of completely certain and judgment …” (PH 1.8) indubitable…” (AT VII, 18) Higher-Order Conception? Sus(p)  B(Bp) Inconsistent with universal suspension of judgment! Sui Generis Conception? “… just as purgative drugs do not merely drain the humours from the body but drive themselves out too along with the humours.” (PH I 206) Sui Generis Conception? “… we come first to suspension of judgment and then to tranquility.” (PH 1.8) Privative notion of tranquility: A-taraxia ~ Lack of trouble. Sui Generis Conception? “[I suppose that] I have no senses; body, shape, extension, motion, place are chimeras.” (AT VII, 24; cf. AT VII, 22–23) “to bend back a bent stick into the opposite direction, to make it straight again.”(AT VII, 349) 26 Skeptical Suspension is Privative Irrationality of beliefs  Rationality of suspension Inference invalid given a positive notion of suspenion! Bp B(p) B(p) Sus(p) B(p) Sus(p) Skeptical Suspenion is Privative Irrationality of beliefs  Rationality of suspension Inference valid given a privative notion of suspension! Bp B(p) Sus(p) Wrapping Up / My suggestion Suspension Mere non-belief (admissible S, p) (inadmissible S, p) No mental attitude Sus(p)  B(p)  B(p) No propositional attitude Lack of concepts Not having considered? … The realm of epistemic rationality! Breakout Rooms Pair and Share Lecture II The Rationality of Suspension When is it rational to suspend judgment? How can suspension be justified? Preliminary Remarks Epistemic rationality / prudential rationality Pascal‘s Wager God No God B(God) Eternal Joy Nothing Not: B(God) Eternal Suffering Nothing Evidentialism S’s rational doxastic attitudes are solely determined by S’s total evidence. Evidence propositional; total evidence ≈ set of believed propositions How can suspension be justified? Pyrrhonian Skepticism Cartesian Doubt B(p) vs. B(p) B(p) vs. B(p) Evidential balance Fallibility / Low weight Indirect Justification Sus(p) is justified … … merely because the evidence doesn‘t warrant B(p) or B(p). o suspension as rational doxastic fallback position o justification based on ignorance / lack of evidence o only suspension can be justified indirectly Caveat: Suspension rational fallback position for *most* propositions. Possible exceptions: o Existence propositions (e.g. God exists): disbelief ? o Existentialist propositions (e.g. The World exists): belief ? 
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