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       PHIL 2015 Classical Indian Philosophy Instructor: Amit Chaturvedi Who am “I”? 1. Your name/what name would you like to be called? 2. Where are you from? 3. What is your major? 4. Have you taken philosophy before? What do you think philosophy is? 5. What made you interested in this course? What would you like to get out of this course? 6. What’s a “fun fact” about you? Syllabus Basics Readings: – Textbook chapter (usually IIP) – Primary texts – Will be posted on Moodle Short Reading Quizzes: – four in total – Will cover a textbook chapter – online on Moodle, due 12:00 Mon. before class Writing assignments: – Two short essays (750 words) » 1st due March 10, 2nd due April 7 – One final essay (2500 words) – due May 19 “Indian Philosophy”? India: The Land of …. “Indian Philosophy”? “The often heard expression ‘Western-European philosophy’ is, in truth, a tautology. Why? Because philosophy is Greek in nature….” – Martin Heidegger (1956) “Philosophy as the word is understood here, is concerned first, last and all the time with argument. It is, incidentally, because most of what is labelled Eastern Philosophy is not so concerned - rather than any reason of western parochialism - that this book draws no materials from any source east of Suez.” – Anthony Flew, An Introduction to Western Philosophy (1971) “Indian Philosophy”? "The first principle of Indian thought, therefore, is that the ultimate reality is beyond description. It is something that can be experienced only by bringing the mind to a stop; and once experienced, it cannot be described to anyone in terms of the forms of this world. The truth, the ultimate truth, that is to say, is transcendent. It goes past, transcends, all speech all images, anything that can possibly be said. But, as we have just seen, it is not only transcendent, it is also immanent, within all things, Everything in the world, therefore, is to be regarded as its manifestation. There is an important difference her between the Indian and the Western ideas.” – Joseph Campbell “Indian Philosophy”? What is the difference between: Religion, Spirituality, and Philosophy? Mysticism and Reason? Theory and Practice? On which sides do you think Western and Eastern traditions fall? “Indian Philosophy”? “Religion” = System of beliefs & practices aimed at achieving an ideal, supernatural state of being which transcends our worldly, natural state. This aim is central to Vedic/”Hindu”, Buddhist, Jain “philosophies”…. “Indian Philosophy”? The study of Hinduism/Buddhism/Jainism as religion: “How are these teachings practiced (in culture, rituals, art, architecture, etc.)?” Hinduism/Buddhism/Jainism as philosophy: Are these teachings true? Why should we believe and practice them? “Indian Philosophy”? What is philosophy? = “The love of wisdom” Plato & Aristotle: Philosophy begins in wonder; a refusal to take things for granted “Something is not right….” We step back and reflect; reflect on assumptions, beliefs, meanings, reasons. → We ask questions “Indian Philosophy”? What is philosophy? = “The love of wisdom” Plato & Aristotle: Philosophy begins in wonder; a refusal to take things for granted “Something is not right….” We step back and reflect; reflect on assumptions, beliefs, meanings, reasons. → We engage with doubt Nāsadīya Sūkta (Ṛgveda 10.129) The “Hymn of the Not Non-Existent (na asad)” “Indian Philosophy”? “Philosophy is not religion because philosophy is...” 1. Secular – Western philosophers have had religious aims – Buddhist, “Hindu”, & Cārvāka forms of atheism 2 . Argumentative – Indian traditions of debate, logic, reasoning – Even “wisdom texts” (e.g., Upaniṣads, Gītā) make arguments “Indian Philosophy”? 2 “There is no word for philosophy in India – Therefore, there is no philosophy in India.” “You cannot say "thank you" in Sanskrit. It would be ridiculous to deduce from this (as William Ward, a British Orientalist, did in 1822) that gratefulness as a sentiment was unknown to the ancient Indian people. It is no less ridiculous to argue that rationality as a concept is absent from or marginal to the entire panoply of classical Indian philosophical traditions on the basis of the fact that there is no exact Sanskrit equivalent of that word.” – Arindam Chakrabarti, “Rationality in Indian Philosophy” “Indian Philosophy”? Philosophical terms: darśana = a philosophical “view”, a vision of reality and truth, often set forth by “seers” (rṣị) Every darśana engaged in rational argumentation: ānvīkṣikī = investigation through reasoning nyāya = Rational inquiry “Indian Philosophy”? Three core areas of philosophy Metaphysics: What exists? What is real? Epistemology: How do I know? Ethics: How should we live? What is right to do? Why study Indian Philosophy? The Nyāya Sūtra (“Aphorisms on Rational Inquiry”): Epistemology, metaphysics, argument and debate the supreme good Why study Indian Philosophy? The Nyāya Sūtra (“Aphorisms on Rational Inquiry”): an objection: aren’t doubt, etc. objects of knowledge? Why study Indian Philosophy? The Nyāya Sūtra (“Aphorisms on Rational Inquiry”): Vātsyāyana (commentator on Nyāyasūtra): Yes, but they’re listed separately because they’re a part of rational inquiry; Knowledge through rational inquiry ≠ “spiritual knowledge” like the Upaniṣads Why study Indian Philosophy? The Nyāya Sūtra (“Aphorisms on Rational Inquiry”): apavarga = liberation from karma and rebirth Vātsyāyana (commentator on Nyāyasūtra): Why study Indian Philosophy? Wrong understanding > vice > rebirth > pain 
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