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       Vivi / Fast Facts for College Admissions Vivi will guide you through the four main components of the college admissions process: application, financial aid, enrollment, and housing. The specific tasks that must be completed may differ for every student. This resource is meant to provide you with more information for about each component. Please remember: Vivi is a guide. Contact your high school counselor or individuals in college admissions, financial aid, or housing offices when you have questions or need additional assistance. All colleges and universities require students to apply for admission. The process can be different for Application every college. Pay attention to the documents you are asked to submit and be sure to send all required items. You cannot be admitted if any required item is missing. Like many students, you may be worried about how to pay for college. Luckily, there are many sources of funding to help you. Financial aid comes in the form of scholarships, grants, loans, and Financial Aid work study, and can be provided by federal and state governments, colleges and universities, and private organizations. Click here for a video that summarizes the types of financial aid. You must still complete the enrollment process after being accepted to college in order to sign up for classes. Schools have different ways of doing this. Some may require incoming freshmen to Enrollment participate in a new student orientation. At other colleges, students may have to take a placement test and speak with a counselor to choose classes. Most four-year and a few two-year colleges offer on-campus dormitory rooms for students to live in during academic semesters. Although some colleges require students to live in dorms for a certain Housing period of time, you can usually choose whether to live on-campus, off-campus, or at home with a relative, and your choice will affect how much college will cost for you. Page 1 of 3 Vivi / Fast Facts for College Admissions Detailed Information for Each Component Component Item Description This is the main part of your application where you provide personal information about yourself like Application Form your address, high school, etc. The application can be on paper, on the college’s website, or through a special website such as www.commonapp.org or www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org. Transcripts are records of the schools you have attended, the classes you took, and the grades you received. Transcripts can be unofficial or official. Official transcripts are typically signed by a school administrator and sealed. (Opening a sealed transcript makes it unofficial.) Transcript You can get a copy of your transcript by contacting your high school’s counseling office. This may cost a small fee. Ask your school counselor if they can send your official transcript to the colleges you are applying to. If you have taken any college classes, you will also have to submit a transcript from that college. You can get official college transcripts from the Registrar’s Office. This may also cost a small fee. Many colleges require students to take standardized tests (SAT or ACT) and submit their scores as Official Test a part of their applications. These scores can help you gain admissions to a college, qualify for Scores scholarships from a college, or enroll in higher level courses. Click here for instructions on how to submit official SAT scores or here for directions on how to submit official ACT scores. Application These are letters provided by teachers, school counselors, or mentors who know you well. They Letter(s) of provide colleges with more information about your background, accomplishments, and character. Recommendation Review these short videos from Khan Academy to learn more about how to request letters of recommendation for your college application. Some schools require students to submit essays as a part of their applications. The essays help the school learn more about you. If you are required to submit an essay, please take time to write a Essay(s) thoughtful piece free from grammatical or spelling errors. Khan Academy is a great resource for tips for writing a strong college admissions essay. Some colleges require students to pay a fee to process their applications. This fee can range from $10 to more than $75 depending on the college. However, you may be able to get your application fee waived so that you can apply for free. Students who received waivers to take the SAT or ACT Application Fee may have access to fee waivers. For help with fee waivers, contact your high school counselor. You can also review college admissions websites or contact college admissions offices to see if they offer fee waivers. Page 2 of 3 Vivi / Fast Facts for College Admissions Component Item Description All students should complete the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). You never know how much money you could get to help you pay for college. You will need information about how much money you have made in the previous year, and most likely information about your parent’s finances, too. The FAFSA can be confusing, so be sure to reach out to your high school counselor or Federal Aid the college financial aid office when you have questions. The US Department of Education’s Office of Federal Student Aid has a lot of info on their website and short videos to help explain how to complete the FAFSA and the types of aid you can get after you complete it. You will need to complete the FAFSA each year that you intend on enrolling in college. You may also qualify for financial aid provided by the state of Maryland through the Maryland Higher Maryland Aid Financial Aid Education Commission (MHEC). You can review their grants and scholarships by clicking here. If you are an undocumented student, you may qualify for various forms financial aid. Click here for information about federal financial aid for DACA students. Undocumented In Maryland, qualified children of undocumented immigrants may apply for state-based financial aid Students by completing the Maryland State Financial Aid Application (MSFAA). You can learn more information about the MSFAA by clicking here. Contact your high school counselor or your college’s financial aid office if you have any questions about applying for financial aid as an undocumented student. Information on how to enroll can often be found on your college’s website or in the emails they send Complete to you over the summer. Be sure to read everything and complete all required tasks as not doing so Enrollment Enrollment can prevent you from being able to attend classes. It is common for students to work on enrollment Process while also working on the financial aid and housing steps. Reflect on the costs of different living options as well as your budget and personal preferences to determine your living arrangements for school. You must indicate your choice for living Decide Housing arrangements on your FAFSA because the financial aid office will use it to make decisions about Housing Arrangements your financial aid. You can find information about housing options, policies, and applications on college housing websites or in emails sent to you over the summer. It may also be referred to as “Residence Life”. Page 3 of 3 
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