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      ATHENS • ATTICA ATHENS • ATTICA Michalis Panayotakis, 6,5 years old. The artwork on the cover is courtesy of the Museum of Greek Children’s Art. See more on page 29. CONTENTS Introduction 4 Tour of Athens, stage 1: Antiquities in Athens 6 Tour of Athens, stage 2: Byzantine Monuments in Athens 20 Tour of Athens, stage 3: Ottoman Monuments in Athens 24 The Architecture of Modern Athens 26 Tour of Athens, stage 4: Historic Centre (1) 28 Tour of Athens, stage 5: Historic Centre (2) 37 Tour of Athens, stage 6: Historic Centre (3) 41 Tour of Athens, stage 7: Kolonaki, the Rigillis area, Metz 44 Tour of Athens, stage 8: From Lycabettus Hill to Strefi Hill 52 Tour of Athens, stage 9: 3 From Syntagma sq. to Omonia sq. 56 Tour of Athens, stage 10: From Omonia sq. to Kypseli 62 Tour of Athens, stage 11: Historical walk 66 Suburbs 72 Museums 75 Day Trips in Attica 88 Shopping in Athens 109 Fun-time for kids 111 Night Life 113 Greek Cuisine and Wine 114 Information 118 Maps 128 ATTICA • ATHENS Athens, having been inhabited since the Neolithic age, is considered Europe’s historical capital and one of the world’s emblematic cities. During its long, everlasting and fascinating history the city reached its zenith in the 5th century B.C (the “Golden Age of Pericles”), when its values and civilisation acquired a universal significance and glory. Political thought, theatre, the arts, philosophy, science, architecture, among other forms of intellectual thought, reached an epic acme, in a period of intellectual abited consummation unique in world history. 1. Panoramic since the view of Athens Neolithic age, Therefore, Athens constituted the cradle of western and the south is considered civilisation. A host of Greek words and ideas, such as suburbs Europe’s democracy, harmony, music, mathematics, art, gastronomy, bordered by historical architecture, logic, Eros, euphoria and many others, enriched the sea. and capital The a multitude of languages, and inspired civilisations. sacred one ofRock the of Acropolis world’s Over the years, a multitude of conquerors occupied dominates emblematicthe the city and erected splendid monuments of great cities. centre. During significance, thus creating a rare historical palimpsest. Driven by the echo of its classical past, in 1834 the city became the capital of the modern Greek state. During the two centuries that elapsed however, it developed into an attractive, modern metropolis with unrivalled charm and great interest. Today, it offers visitors a unique experience. A journey in its 6,000-year history, including the chance to see renowned monuments and masterpieces of art of the antiquity and the Middle Ages, and the architectural heritage of the 19th and 20th centuries. You get an uplifting, embracing feeling in the brilliant light of the Attic sky, surveying the charming landscape in the environs of the city (the indented coastline, beaches and mountains), and enjoying the modern infrastructure of the city and unique verve of the Athenians. Year-round visitors are fascinated by Athens, one of the most attractive and charming capitals of Europe. 15 14 13 6 Tour of Athens, 1st stage: ANTIQUITIES IN ATHENS A 3-kilometre pedestrian zone (the biggest in Europe) has been established in central roads (Vas. Olgas Str, D. Areopagitou Str, Ap. Pavlou Str, Adrianou Str. and a section of Ermou Str) leading to the major archaeological sites of Athens (archaeological park). Visitors to the section from Dionyssiou Aeropagitou (opposite Hadrian’s Arch) to the crossroads of Ermou Str and Pireos Str (in the Kerameikos area) may enjoy 2. Temple the ancient landscape in a tranquil setting of the city. The of Olympian archaeological tour is an unforgettable experience. Zeus: 16 of a total of 104 columns (with a height of 1 OLYMPIEION was founded by Deukalionas, 17 metres) a mythical ancestor of the The Olympieion includes Greeks. In the age of tyranny, have been the sanctuary (temple) of preserved. circa 515 BC, Peisistratos the Olympian Zeus, Roman baths, younger grandson of the tyrant 3. Hadrian’s classical houses as well as a Peisistratos, attempted to arch, the section of the ancient city’s replace the old temple with a symbolic gate fortification wall. According new, more impressive temple. of the city of to the geographer Pausanias, The tyranny, however, was Athens. the temple of Olympian Zeus abolished and construction work was terminated. The nearby the rock of the Kalliroi ANTIQUITIES IN ATHENS Tour of Athens, stage 1: construction of the new spring – which was famous in temple was later assigned to antiquity – and the church of the Roman architect Decimus Ayia Fotini, which was built in Cossutius by the king of Syria 1872 at the site of an ancient Antiochus IV, Epiphanes. temple, on the foundation Antiochus died in 163 BC of the sacred sanctuary of and the construction of Ekati. You will find nearby, the temple was once again the preserved monuments abandoned. The structure did of the classical, Roman, not have a roof and pediment. and Byzantine age, among The construction of the others, (the Temple of Apollo temple, which ranks among Delphinios, the Temple of the biggest in antiquity, was Cronos and Rhea, a Byzantine completed in 131 AD by the quarter with workshops, and Roman Emperor Hadrian. It Leonidis Church). is of Corinthian order (110m in length and approximately 44m in width), three rows of 2 HADRIAN’S ARCH eight columns at the narrow sides and two rows of twenty Following the construction columns at its long sides. of the temple of Zeus, Inside the temple there was a the Athenians, in 131 gold and ivory statue of Zeus AD, in honour of Emperor which does not exist today. Hadrian, built an arch on the northwestern perimeter of Ilissos Valley. the temple. The monument The surviving section of the is 18m tall and 13m wide Ilissos river valley (right behind while the arch, built of Pentelic the temple of Olympian Zeus) marble, bears two inscriptions is worth a visit. In antiquity on the architrave over the the Ilissos river was known arch. One inscription, facing as the sacred river of the the Acropolis and the old town 7 Muses. Scattered remains of (facing west), says: “This is ancient sanctuaries are located Athens, the city of Theseus”. in the valley. You will find The other inscription, facing 2 3 Tour of Athens, stage 1: ANTIQUITIES IN ATHENS 4 the sanctuary and an extension the Parthenon. Most of the of Athens constructed by buildings on one side of Hadrian, (facing east), says: the road facing south were “This is the city of Hadrian, constructed in the late 19th not Theseus”. century and the early 20th century in the neoclassical or modernist style, reflecting the 3 DIONYSSIOU bourgeois style of the street. AREOPAGITOU STR Dionyssiou Aeropagitou Str is one of the most impressive 4 THE ANCIENT THEATRE streets of Athens, offering OF DIONYSOS an extraordinary view of 8 the southern slope of the Directions: Enter the Acropolis, where some of archaeological area on the city’s most significant the southern slope of the monuments stand, and Acropolis (entrance at 5 6 4. View of the pedestrianized Dionyssiou Areopagitou Str., centerpiece of the “grand promenade” in the archaeological sites of Athens. 5. The Theatre of Dionysos. 6. The Roman Odeion of Herodes Atticus. Dionyssiou Areopagitou Str), the plague, which decimated ANTIQUITIES IN ATHENS Tour of Athens, stage 1: and head upwards. On the the population. slope to your right is the most ancient theatre of 6 THE  ODEION OF the world, the Theatre of HERODES ATTICUS Dionysos. In this theatre, the most famous ancient Greek The Odeion of Herodes poets, Aeschylus, Aristophanes, Atticus was built in 161 AD by the wealthy Herodes Tiberius Euripides, and Sophocles saw Claudius Atticus, a teacher premiere performances of and philosopher, who inherited their plays in the 5th century a fortune from his father. BC. The auditorium and the Herodes Atticus constructed proscenium were made of wood. the covered Odeion in memory In the 4th century BC they were of his wife Regilla. Ancient reconstructed using marble. Greeks organised events in the Sections of the stone auditorium Odeion. Nowadays, the 5,000- survive. According to experts, seat theatre is a venue for the theatre had a capacity of concerts of the Athens Festival 17,000. On the slope overlooking (see page 126). You may enjoy the theatre, sculpted on the rock the beauty and charm of the of the Acropolis, is the choregic Odeion in a morning stroll on Monument of Thasyllus (319 the way to the Acropolis. BC) and two choregic Corinthian columns. 7 THE ACROPOLIS 5 THE STOA OF EUMENES The Acropolis is the symbol of Athens, the sacred rock, Above the theatre is the linking the fabulous ancient Stoa of Eumenes, which was civilisation with the modern built by the King of Pergamum, city. The monuments on the Eumenes II in the 2nd century Sacred Rock date back to the BC. The arch provided shelter prehistoric era and antiquity. to theatregoers in case of bad The grandeur and beauty of weather or shade from the sun. the Sacred Rock attract Greek 9 Nearby are the ruins of the and foreign visitors. A visit Asclepieion of Athens, which to the Acropolis is a unique was built in 429 BC, following experience. Tour of Athens, stage 1: ANTIQUITIES IN ATHENS 7.4 7 7.1 7.3 7.2 6 5 4 THE SIGHTS: openings were used for the North Slope of Acropolis. worship of Apollo Ypoakraios [Under the Heights], Olympian Follow Peripatos [Pathway] Zeus, the god Pan and further on the north slope of the east the sanctuary of Aphrodite Acropolis Rock where the first and Eros. inhabitants of Athens had settled. You will first meet a 7.1 The Propylaea structure containing a fountain, adorned with monuments, 10 known as Hourglass (5th c. BC); is the grand entrance of the the Panathenaic Way went by Acropolis. The Propylaea, built this location. The cavernous by Pericles in 437-432 BC, 7 7. Acropolis: the monument of Agrippas, the temple of Athena Nike and a part of Propylaea. 8. The Parthenon, the most splendid architectural achievement of classical Greece. were the work of the famous 7.3 The Parthenon ANTIQUITIES IN ATHENS Tour of Athens, stage 1: Athenian architect, Mnesikles. is an architectural They were incorporated in the masterpiece of great renown. wall which has been preserved You will appreciate its until today and was built splendour if you visit, and during the first half of the 5th learn about the history and the century B.C., in place of the secrets of the construction older destroyed Cyclopean of the Parthenon. This wall. Before reaching the unique temple, dedicated Propylaea, you will pass to the goddess Athena, was through the Beulé gate, part built of Pentelic marble. The of the Roman fortifications of Parthenon of the classical the Acropolis. Right after that era was built on the remains you will encounter a 13 m. of the monumental earlier high pedestal, known as the Parthenon, an archaic temple “monument of Agrippa”, on which the Athenians in 27 B.C. built in the late 6th century erected a statue of the Roman BC. The architects of the Marcus Agrippa, benefactor of classical temple, which was the city. constructed and decorated from 447-432BC (in the 7.2 The Temple of the golden age of Pericles), were Athena Victory (Wingless Iktinos and Kallikrates. It is a Victory) Doric peripteral temple with south of the Propylaea, 8 columns on the front and was built circa 420 BC in the back and 17 columns on commemoration of the victory each side. In the Parthenon of the Greeks against the stood the chryselephantine Persians. The temple was statue of Athena, the work of the work of the architect the famous sculptor Pheidias, Kallikrates. The site was the who was also in charge of location of a sanctuary in the the overall construction. The prehistoric era. To the left of statue was the destination of the temple you will find the the great procession of the 11 Erechtheion. Facing the temple Panathenaea, depicted on the is the Parthenon. frieze of the temple. 8 The chryselephantine famous copy is the Varvakeios Tour of Athens, stage 1: ANTIQUITIES IN ATHENS statue of Athena. Athena. According to mythology, 7.4 The Erechtheion the name of the city is was built from 420-406 connected with a rivalry BC at the most holy site of between Poseidon and Athena the Acropolis, where goddess for the guardianship of the Athena planted the olive city. Poseidon offered the tree, her sacred symbol. The Athenians a horse, while tree was later destroyed by Athena, struck the rock of Persian invaders. According the Acropolis with her spear, to mythology, following the and an olive tree sprouted. expulsion of the Persians, The Athenians preferred the the tree miraculously olive tree, which symbolised sprouted again. peace and prosperity. The city was named after Athena. Caryatids: The 12-metre high statue The figures of the maidens stood in the Parthenon. The supporting the roof of the interior of the statue was southern balcony of the temple made of wood, while the nude are copies. Five of the six parts were made of ivory. Maidens that once adorned The removable robe and the the temple are displayed in the helmet were coated with gold Acropolis Museum, while the plating. The statue, which sixth is displayed in the British represented the goddess Museum. Athena bearing arms, and on her right hand a 2-metre high TAKE NOTE OF THE FOLLOWING: ivory statue of victory, was Please be patient when lost in the early Byzantine you ascend the holy rock. era. Ancient sources, and You will be rewarded by the the analytical descriptions of spectacular view at the top. Pausanias (2nd century AD), testify to the existence of the u You will pass through the 12 Propylaea before you arrive at statue. Archaeologists have derived information about the the Parthenon. statue from copies. The most u The view from the temple 9 9. The northern wing of the Propylaea, known as the Gallery, was decorated with paintings. 10. The southern balcony of the Erechtheion with the famous Caryatids. of the Athena Victory is The Acropolis Museum ANTIQUITIES IN ATHENS Tour of Athens, stage 1: spectacular. (see page 41) u The slight bulge of the columns of the Parthenon 8 THE AREIOS PAGOS gives the impression that they The Areios Pagos, venerated are bending under the weight in antiquity, is the most of the roof. ancient law court of the u The secret of the harmony world. It was the seat of the of the Parthenon is that there is first aristocratic assembly of not a straight line in the design. ancient Athens. The assembly Don’t be deceived by the optical gradually lost political illusion of the columns, which influence and in the latter half appear to bulge. of the 5th century, it retained u The Erechtheion is a solely its function as a court, unique temple constructed mostly hearing murder cases. according to the style The Oresteia describes the trial at this court of Orestes of ancient Athens. It is for the murder of his mother constructed on two levels. Clytemnaestra, and her lover It is asymmetrical and has Aegisthus. Apostle Paul spoke two balconies, which are not to the Athenians at the Areios thematically connected to Pagos in 51 AD. A bronze each other. The small balcony plaque on the base of the hill on the south side is better commemorates his sermons. known, mainly due to the six Caryatids that support 9 PHILOPAPPOU HILL the roof. The differences between the sections of the Well worth a visit any temple may be due to the time of the year. A walk fact that the various parts are at Philopappou Hill is a dedicated to various gods. fascinating experience: you The eastern section was will find here a magnificent dedicated to Athena Poliada, park, important monuments 13 and the western section to such as the alleged Prisons Poseidon Erechtheus. of Socrates, the Tombs of Kimon, the ancient Koilis 10 street, which was a mercantile 10 PNYX Tour of Athens, stage 1: ANTIQUITIES IN ATHENS boulevard with shops and houses, Iroo Mousaiou, the Pnyx is situated between Philopappus Monument and the Hill of the Muses (the the spectacular view of the location of Philopappus Monument) and the Hill of the Parthenon and the Acropolis. Nymphs, (the location of the Sanctuary of the Nymphs and THE SIGHTS: the National Observatory, see • Philopappus Monument page 43). The semicircular was built by Athenians in the square was after 6th century BC the location of the 2nd century BC in honour of assembly of the people of the benefactor, ruler of Syria, Athens. They gathered here Gaius Julius Antiochus. Gaius to hear orators speak from a Julius was also known as rock platform in the centre Philopappus, which roughly of the Pnyx, and participate translated means “one who in the democratic polity. The loves his grandfather.” His assembly is thought to have grandfather was the last King had a capacity of 10,000. of Kommagini Antiochus IV. 11 THE ANCIENT AGORA • Cobbled road. In the 1950’s the Greek architect D. The archaeological area Pikionis developed the design of the ancient Agora is located on the foothills of of the area encompassing the the Acropolis, near Thission Propylaea of the Acropolis and Metro Station. In antiquity, Philopappou Hill. Take note of the Agora was not solely a the hand made cobbled roads commercial centre. It was also leading to the monuments, an important political, cultural the church of Ayios Demetrios and religious centre. In the Loumbardiaris (see page 22) area of the agora were located and the refreshment room. administrative buildings, The area has been designated temples, public services 14 a Scheduled and Protected and courts. The Athenians Monument of the Global gathered here every day to Cultural Heritage. buy and sell their goods, learn 11. The funerary 11 12 monument of Philopappus (with a height of 12 metres), decorated with sculpted depictions of Philopappus and his family. 12. Attalus colonnade was fully restored from 1953-1956. It houses the Ancient Agora Museum. 13. The Temple of Hephaistos (Thission), on the western side of the Ancient Agora (Agoraios Kolonos Hill). the current news, criticise Poikile Stoa. ANTIQUITIES IN ATHENS Tour of Athens, stage 1: 11.3 the government, exchange ideas, or engage in discussion. It is thought that Poikile The area was settled in the Stoa derived its name from Neolithic age. The monuments the variety of the colours located there were built in and themes of its murals. various historical periods: The name “Poikile” (poikile from the classical age to the means diverse) leads us to the 11th century AD. The church supposition that the murals of Ayioi Apostoloi was built here were painted in a variety in the 11th century (see page of colours and themes. Here 22). Zinon taught Stoic philosophy, which was named after Poikile THE SIGHTS: Stoa (460 BC). 11.1 Thission (Theseion) - 11.4 The Stoa of Attalus. Temple of Hephaistos. The Stoa of Attalus, a two- Thission was dedicated to floor building, was donated by Hephaistos and Athena, and the King of Pergamum Attalus not Theseus. It is located in II (159-138 BC) to the city the western perimeter of the of Athens. It is thought to Agora. It is the best-preserved have been a kind of ancient temple of antiquity. It was commercial centre with 21 built in 460-415 BC. In the shops on each floor. The temple stood the statues collection of the Museum of Hephaistos and Athena, displays everyday objects, which thought to have been sculpted were unearthed in excavations by Alkamenes. in the ancient Agora. Visitors 11.2 The monument of the may get an idea of everyday life Eponymous Heroes. in ancient Athens. 11.5 The Basileios Stoa. Here stood the statues of the ten heroes of Attica (4 th The Basileios Stoa, century BC). The ten clans of constructed circa 500 BC, Attica were named after the is located on the foothills of 15 heroes. Public announcements Thission. It was the seat of were displayed on the the Archon Vasileus and the pedestal of these statues. council of the Areios Pagos. 13 Odeion of Agrippa. Tour of Athens, stage 1: ANTIQUITIES IN ATHENS 11.6 Built by Agrippa in 15 B.C. it could seat 1,000 spectators and had a two- storeyed portico. It was 12 destroyed in 267 A.D. by the 13 Herulians and in 400 A.D. the Gymnasium was built in 11.4 its place. On the north side 11.6 four large statues of Giants and Tritons, salvaged from the Odeion, were placed on 11.3 11.2 pedestals. Three of these statues still exist. 11.5 12 THE ROMAN AGORA The Roman Agora (in the Plaka area) was an architectural complex, built between 19 11.1 and 11 B.C., consisting of a large rectangular court surrounded by colonnades Kyrristus Clock – Tower (stoas). Behind the stoas of the Winds. were various shops. On the eastern side of the Roman Agora stands an THE SIGHTS: octagonal monument. The Clock of Andronicus Kyrristus, Gate of Athena Archegetis. constructed in the 1st century Located at the west side BC, was a hydraulic clock. On of the area. A monumental each face of the clock can gateway with four Doric be seen bas-reliefs of the 16 columns and a pediment of eight winds. The monument Pentelic marble, preserved in was named ‘Winds’ from the excellent condition. depictions. 14 15 14. Horologion [timepiece] of Kyrristos (Tower of the Winds) in the Roman Agora. 15. The main yard of the Roman Agora. 16. Hadrian’s Library. 13 HADRIAN’S LIBRARY ANTIQUITIES IN ATHENS Tour of Athens, stage 1: It is situated north of the Roman Agora (the entrance is on 3 Areos Str). It is a rectangular building measuring 122mx82m with a Corinthian propylon on the west side. It was built by Roman emperor Hadrian in 132 A.D. It formed a colonnade with specific areas used for the storage of papyruses and books, lecture halls etc. There was a courtyard in the center. In this courtyard an Early Christian Church was built during the 5th century, which was later destroyed and replaced by a 7th century three-aisled basilica and an 11th century single-naved basilica. 14 KERAMEIKOS Vespasianes (public lavatories). The ancient Kerameikos Rectangular building was located in the north- with anteroom and square western outskirts of Athens. room with benches with It was partly enclosed by, holes in them on all four and partly beyond, the walls sides and a sewage canal that divide the area of the underneath (1 st century A.D.), excavation. In the centre of namedafter Roman emperor the archaeological site are Vespasianus. the two best known arches of 17 ancient Athens, the Dipylon Fetihie Mosque where the Panathenaic (see page 25) procession would start and 16 the Sacred Arch, where the The festival of the Tour of Athens, stage 1: ANTIQUITIES IN ATHENS sacred way would begin and Panathenaea. the Elefsinian Mysteries Every year the ancient procession would pass through Athenians celebrated the Mikra (see page 100). In the vicinity (small) Panathenaea, and every of the arches was the most four years they celebrated the ancient and the biggest Megala (great) Panathenaea, cemetery of Attica. Moreover which were grander and it was the place of burial of included horse racing, athletic citizens who were honoured by contests, competitions in music the city of Athens. According and other activities. On the last to the geographer Pausanias, day of the festival, a procession the location was named began at Kerameikos, (the after Keramos. However, the preparation of the procession place was most likely named after the neighbourhood of would take place in a large 5th the kerameis (potters). (The century B.C. building with a definition of Kerameikos peristyle central court named is something related to Pompeion next to the Dipylon). ceramics or potters). The The procession passed through neighbourhood of the the Agora and ascended the kerameis was established on Acropolis, where a veil named the banks of the river Iridanos. Peplon was offered to goddess You can see the riverbed in Athena. According to custom, the archaeological area. The during the festival, statues were ancient Demos of Kerameikos covered with real clothes. The covered a large area. Only part robe of the gods was basically of it has been unearthed in a woollen tunic, woven by a excavations. It is thought that priestess assisted by young the area of the Kerameikos virgins. It was placed on the was bounded by the north- mast of a large wooden boat western perimeter of the as its sail and carried to the Agora on one side and the Acropolis. The procession 18 copse that was named after followed the boat. This the hero Akademos, on the procession is depicted on the other side. frieze of the Acropolis. 17 18 17. Kerameikos: Iridanos riverbed next to Iera Odos [Sacred Way]. 18. Funerary Stelae in the Kerameikos archaeological site. THE SIGHTS: 15 AKADEMIA PLATONOS ANTIQUITIES IN ATHENS Tour of Athens, stage 1: Tombs and stelae (columns). (PLATO’S ACADEMY) Kerameikos is mainly known From Kerameikos for its tombs and columns. archaeological site, follow The copy of the marble bull in Salaminos and Monastiriou the enclosure of the tomb of Streets and you will reach Dionysus from Kollytos, and the Akadimia Platonos area. The copy of the famous columns area was inhabited in the of Dexileos and Hegeso (late prehistoric age (in the 6th 5th century BC). If you want to century BC one of the three see the original sculpture of the famous Gymnasia of Athens Dexileos tomb stele, as well as was founded here). It is named other finds of the excavation, after the hero Akademos, please visit the Museum. or Ekadimos. However, it The tomb stele of Hegeso is known after the famous is displayed in the National philosophical school founded Archaeological Museum (see by Plato (neighbourhood page 75) Akademia Platonos) in 387 BC. The school was a focal The Kerameikos Museum. point of the prestigious It is located in the archaeological Neoplatonist philosophers. site of Kerameikos. It displays Today, the archaeological very significant finds of the site is developing within a excavation of Kerameikos, park. It occupies a surface including funeral gifts found in of approximately 37 acres, tombs and sculptures adorning between Athinon Avenue and tombs of the archaic and Lenorman Avenue (access classical periods. from the streets Monastiriou, Faonos and Drakondos). The Public Memorial. A section of the ancient THE SIGHTS: cemetery, including the tombs The Sacred Residence of public figures and a multitude of the Geometric period of the graves of soldiers fallen in battle, was recently excavated consists of seven rectangular spaces. It has 19 near the archaeological area of Kerameikos (at 35, the same features as the Salaminas Str). sacred residence of Eleusina. Remnants of sacrifices found at the residence seem to indicate that this was a major place of worship. The Gymnasium. The Gymnasium is a large rectangular building (1st century BC – 1 century AD), with an internal peristyle and rooms on the northern side. In the Gymnasium is a small area that served as an arena. The Peristyle building. A large rectangular building (4th century BC) with an interior peristyle. It is thought to have been an arena or an annex of the Gymnasium. The Early Greek Arched Residence. It consists of a hall, a chamber and a storage room. It is thought to be the prehistoric residence of Akademos. Tour of Athens 2nd Stage: BYZANTINE MONUMENTS IN ATHENS The 11th and 12th centuries are thought to be the Golden Age of Athens’ Byzantine art. Most of the better known and more important Byzantine churches of Athens were built in these two centuries as part of a Christian reconstruction following the campaigns of Emperor Basil II in the Balkans. Some of the better- known monasteries were also founded in the same period in the suburbs of Athens. THE SIGHTS: Seat of Athens following the expulsion of the bishops from 1 The Old Metropolis the Parthenon by the Franks (Cathedral) (Mitropoleos Square). and later the Turks. From 1839 to 1842 it was used as This charming church a library. The new Metropolis is located near the new nearby was built from 1842 Cathedral. It was built in and 1862 as the cathedral of the late 12th century. It is Athens. It is a domed church dedicated to Gorgoepikoos built in the neobyzantine and Panayia (the Virgin Mary) and neoclassical style. Ayios Eleftherios. Ancient and Byzantine bas-reliefs were used for the construction 2 Kapnikarea (Ermou Str). of the church. In the façade The Kapnikarea is a is an ancient frieze, taken cruciform, domed Byzantine 20 from a monument of the 4th church with a dome dedicated century B.C. depicting official to the Presentation of the Attic festivals. The church Virgin Mary. The original was the official Episcopal building was constructed in 19. Kapnikarea church. the 11th century. Construction 4 Ayia Ekaterini (Plaka) BYZANTINE MONUMENTS IN ATHENS Tour of Athens, Stage 2: was completed in the 13th century. It has had various is located near the Lysikrates names: Camoucharea, Monument (see page 29), in Chrysocamouchariotissa, the square bearing the same Panayia tis Vasilopoulas name. Shading the church is a (Virgin of the Kings daughter). palm tree. It was constructed In 1834, the year of the from 11th-12th century. In the construction of Ermou Str, corner of the square are the the authorities considered ruins of a roman monument. plans to relocate the church, or demolish it, since it 5 Ayios Ioannis was located in the middle Theologos (Plaka) of Ermou Str, and was a is a very beautiful cruciform hindrance to traffic. However, church of the 11th-12th thanks to the intervention century. It is located at the of Ludwig of Bavaria, father crossroads of Erotokritou Str of King Otto, and Neofytos and Erechtheos Str. It has been Metaxas, Bishop of Talantio renovated several times. and Bishop of Athens, the church was preserved at the present location. 6 Sotiras tou Kotaki (Plaka) is better known as Ayia Sotira. It is located at 3 Ayios Nikolaos Kydathinaion Str, opposite the Rangavas (Plaka) Museum of Greek Folk art, in is located near the the Plaka area. It was built in Anafiotika area of Plaka. the 11th-12th century. It has The church was built in the been renovated several times. 11th century. It was part of the Palace of the Rangavas family. Michael I, Emperor of 7 Metochi Panayiou Byzantium, was descended Tafou (Anafiotika). 21 from this family. The area It is located at Erechtheos around the church was Str. It is a small monastery formerly called Rangavas. belonging to the Holy Sepulchre 19 of Jerusalem. The church of a Roman nympheum of the Tour of Athens, Stage 2: BYZANTINE MONUMENTS IN ATHENS the monastery, Ayioi Anargyroi 2nd century. In the 1950s, was built in the 17th century. following a renovation, it was restored to its original 8 P  anayia form. Many post-Byzantine Chryssokastriotissa murals of the church of Ayios (Anafiotika) Spyridonas, which has been One of several churches demolished, were transported in Anafiotika. According to Ayioi Apostoloi. to popular belief, the miraculous icon of the church 11 Pantanassa protects believers in difficult (Monastiraki Square) circumstances. It is a three-aisled basilica built in the 10th century. The church belonged to the 9 Sotira Lykodimou - monastery of Koimesi tis Russian Church (Filellinon Str) Theotokou from which the district’s name is derived is the biggest medieval (Monastiraki). In the older days building of Athens. Built in 1031, it was part of a Roman it was a dependency of the Catholic monastery that closed Kaisariani Monastery in 1701. In the 1850s the (see page 91) building was renovated by Tsar Alexander II who donated a 12 Ayios Demetrios bell-tower. Sotira Lykodimou is Loumbardiaris the Russian Orthodox Church (Philopappou Hill) of Athens. is a beautiful basilica of the 16th century, with 10 Ayioi Apostoloi tou remarkable murals. According Solaki (Ancient Agora) to prevailing tradition its name is located within the Ancient (Loumbardiaris or Bombardiaris) 22 Agora excavation area. It is was derived from an incident one of the oldest churches of that occurred in the 17th Athens (1000-1025). It was century when the Christians constructed on the ruins of believed that Saint Demetrios 20 20. The Byzantine church of Ayioi Apostoloi, on the eastern side of the Ancient Agora. 21. Ayios Georgios, on the top of Lycabettus Hill. In the background is its distinctive bell tower. protected them from a great 16 Taxiarhes (the church BYZANTINE MONUMENTS IN ATHENS Tour of Athens, Stage 2: Turkish cannon (Loumbarda) of the Petraki Monastery, located there. at 14,Gennadiou Str), built in the 12th century, it 13 Ayioi Asomatoi (Thissio) belongs to the Petraki Monastery A cruciform church built in (18th century). In the cross- the 11th century, with carved domed church visitors may see stone blocks, framed by bricks, murals dating back to 1719. while in places subsequent Islamic influence is obvious. 17 Ayioi Isidoroi (Lycabettus Hill) 14 Ayios Ioannis stin is a small church located in Kolona (Euripidou Str). a large cave in Lycabettus Hill. A small chapel built in the It was formerly called Ayios 12th century, it was named Sidereas church. It was burned in after a Roman column, 1930 and reconstructed in 1931. preserved in the interior. Ayios Ioannis o Vaptistis was thought to be a healer of all sicknesses 18 Ayios Georgios (Lycabettus Hill) of the head. Visitors may see on the column offerings to the is a whitewashed church at Saint offered by the faithful the top of Lycabettus Hill. You expressing gratitude for his can reach the church on foot, help. or by funicular. It is thought that in antiquity the temple of Akraios Zeus was located 15 Ayioi Theodoroi here. In the period of Frankish (Klafthmonos Square). rule, the small chapel of Profitis The church was Ilias was built here. Later Ayios reconstructed in the late 11th Georgios the Rider was built century on the foundation here. The exact date of the of a church that was built in construction of the church is the 9th century. It was built not known. The church bell was 23 by N. Kalomaos, who was a donated by Princess Olga who Spatharocandidatos (a rank put the ruined church under of the Byzantine Court). her protection. 21 22 Tour of Athens, stage 3: OTTOMAN MONUMENTS IN ATHENS Athens was conquered by the Ottomans in 1456 and liberated 24 in March 1833. Throughout that period it was the biggest city in the southern part of the Greek peninsula. Remarkable buildings of the period have been preserved. 23 22. Fethiye Mosque next to the Roman Agora. 23. The Tzistarakis Mosque, on the picturesque Monastiraki Square. 24. The gate of the Muslim seminary (mendreses). THE SIGHTS: 2 Hamam (Turkish Baths). OTTOMAN MONUMENTS IN ATHENS Tour of Athens, stage 3: 1 Mosques. The Bath of the Winds (Hamam Abid Efendi), in Plaka The Tzistarakis Mosque (or (at Kyrristou 8), built in the Kato Sintrivaniou), located in 17th century, was a popular Monastiraki Square, was built meeting place in the Ottoman in 1759 by the Turkish voivod era. It was renovated and Moustafa Agas (or Tzistarakis). now houses the Museum Seeking lime for the of Cleanliness and Body construction of the Mosque, Embellishment as well as many Tzistarakis removed the 17th artistic and cultural events. column of the Temple of Zeus (see pages 6-7). The Mosque has a loggia with four columns 3 Muslim Seminary [Madrasah]. and two rows of four windows on each side. Since 1981 it The gate of the Muslim has housed the Museum of seminary, at the crossroads Traditional Ceramics. In Athens, of Aiolou St. and Pelopida there is only one mosque open St. (Plaka area), is what has remained of the building, to the public, the Tzistarakis which was demolished in Mosque. Near the Roman 1914 and archaeological Agora (see page 16), is the excavations took place on site. remarkable Fetihie Mosque According to an inscription [Fethiye Camii] which was built above the entrance, the in 1456 on the remains of a seminary was built in 1721 three- aisled basilica (there and consisted of a main are discernible segments), building, which was a school in honour of Mohamed II the and a mosque, rooms where Conqueror, on the occasion of students and teachers (hodja) his visit to Athens. After 1834 stayed, secondary rooms, and and until the early 20th c. it was a central court. In the 19th c., changed into a military bakery. after Athens was selected to 25 Today it houses a collection become the Capital of the of the Archaeological Service Greek state, the facilities (closed to the public). housed a prison. 24 THE ARCHITECTURE OF MODERN ATHENS Neoclassicism classicism remained the was from 1834 to the predominant architectural style, 1920s the predominant public and private buildings architectural style of the were constructed in this period small city – which was in a breezy style, influenced by the decorative style in vogue in situated in what is today the Western Europe. historical centre. The style of neoclassicism, which was in vogue in Western Europe, Art Nouveau. was a product of the romantic This radical movement was fascination with antiquity. It not established as a major 25. was introduced by German Distinctive architectural trend in Athens. architects who came to Greece However, after 1920, Greek art nouveau in the early 1830s to plan mansions bourgeois from Smyrna, Athens. In the interwar era Egypt, and Constantinople at Vasilissis and especially after 1955, a constructed residences Sofias Avenue. number of Athens neoclassical following the art nouveau 26. buildings were torn down. style. The few, impressive art University However, in many areas of the nouveau buildings contrasted of Athens: historical centre, the charming, with the uniform neoclassical a superb neoclassical style has been and eclectic architecture example of preserved. prevailing in Athens. neoclassical architecture. Eclecticism. The modernist In the late 19th century the movement. 26 tradition of neoclassicism In the early 1930s, buildings was enriched by the romantic with more than two or three aesthetic, usually following the floors – the usual number French style. Although Athenian of floors of buildings at the 27. In the 25 period from 1930-1960 a multitude of buildings reflecting architectural trends from modernism to more recent styles were built in Athens. 28. The building of the Headquarters of the National Bank of Greece, one of the most impressive buildings in Athens (2002). OF MODERN ATHENS THE ARCHITECTURE 26 time - were constructed. demand for housing rapidly These small blocks of flats, increased. In the 1950s and which sometimes had six the early 1960s, buildings floors, introduced a Greek with marble facades, variety of the international parapets, and imposing modernist architectural style entrances were in vogue. (Bauhaus, Art Deco). The main From 1960-1985 (the characteristic of buildings development era) the mass constructed in this period, (as construction of dull modern well as the preceding period), buildings was in vogue, are the semicircular ledges, altering the physiognomy and the facades. A multitude of the new neighbourhoods. of these buildings are thought Quality buildings were also to be important monuments exemplifying the global history constructed in this era. In the of the modernist style. past few decades, following a period of stagnation, Athens has acquired important The post-war era (1950 – new (predominantly public) present day). 27 buildings, giving the city a In the post-war era, the new splendour, and upgrading population of Athens and depressed areas. 27 28 28 Tour of Athens, stage 4: HISTORIC CENTRE (1) 1 PLAKA the beauty and atmosphere of the neighbourhood are Plaka, also known as the enchanting. In Plaka the air “neighbourhood of the gods,” you breathe is different; it is is the oldest neighbourhood lighter, cleaner, and fragrant, of Athens. Walking on its like a gift of the gods. When paved narrow streets you you visit Plaka you should get the feeling that you are bring a map, because you travelling back in time. The might get lost in the labyrinth origin of the name of the of narrow streets and alleys. neighbourhood is unknown, In Adrianou Street, the central although theories abound. street of the neighbourhood, According to popular belief, as in other streets in the 29. Plaka was named after a area, you will find shops Lysikrates slab of stone that was found selling traditional products, Monument. near the church of Ayios souvenirs, Greek folk art and Georgios Alexandrias, in handicrafts, etc. 30. The side streets the vicinity of the theatre THE SIGHTS: in Plaka ooze of Dionysos. The beautiful 1.1 Filomousou Etaireias with the neoclassical style colour of Square, the central square atmosphere of the houses, the architecture, of the neighbourhood, a bygone age. the well-kept gardens, and was named after the Filomousos Etairia (The few worldwide that exhibits HISTORIC CENTRE (1) Tour of Athens, stage 4: Society of the Friends of the exclusively drawings and three Muses, in other words, the dimensional artworks created nine goddesses of the Arts), by children 5 to 14 years old. which was founded in 1813. Created in 1994, it aims to The purpose of the Society highlight the uniqueness of was the promotion of Greek children’s art, to contribute studies and the preservation to the development of a of the archaeological treasures young generation interested of Athens. At the square, in culture, to propose an located at the crossroads of educational approach enriched Kydathinaion Str, Farmaki Str, by art created by children and Olympiou Dios Str and Angelou to collaborate with relevant Geronda Str, are a multitude of institutions in Greece and abroad. cafes, restaurants, clubs with 1.3 Lysikrates Monument. live music and souvenir shops. 1.2 The Children’s Museum, In ancient Athens, theatrical performances held at the located at Kydathinaion Str is theatre of Dionysos were a wonderful place for children. funded by wealthy citizens, In the attic is a reconstructed the donors. The city gave room with old furniture, a radio, a prize to the donor of the and theatre in the style of winning performance. When old Athenian homes, named the wealthy Lysikrates won “granddad and grandma’s the prize in 334 BC, he room,” where children may constructed a monument to dress with old style clothes. The house it. The monument is Museum houses among others, preserved (ancient Tripodon an exhibition of paintings by Str - pavement of the road is children, old toys, a fairground preserved in a special space and a library. If you have in a renovated building at children, be sure to visit the number 28). The monument Children’s Museum. It’s, also, has had a long and varied worth seeing the neighbouring history. In 1658, a Capuchin 29 Museum of Greek Children’s monastery was founded here. Art (9, Kodrou str.) a pioneering In 1669, Capuchins bought Museum, one of the very the monument. Lord Byron 29 30 stayed at the monastery in his (1837-1842). Tour of Athens, stage 4: HISTORIC CENTRE (1) second visit to Greece. In the The Kanellopoulos gardens the cultivation of the Museum tomato, hitherto unknown in was founded in 1976, Greece, was introduced. following the donation of the 1.4 Anafiotika, private collection of Pavlos on the foothills of the and Alexandra Kanellopoulos Acropolis, has the charm of a to the Greek state. It is beautiful island village. It was housed in the neoclassical built in the mid 19th century mansion of the Mihalea by the renowned builders of family. The Kanellopoulos the Aegean island of Anafi, collection consists of who were invited to construct archaeological finds and works the palace of the first king of of art from the prehistoric era the Hellenes, Otto (see page to modern times. 47). Feeling nostalgic for their The Roman Agora birthplace in their long stay in (see page 16) Athens they recreated it in the upper area of Plaka. They built Byzantine churches small, whitewashed houses, (see page 20) reproducing the architectural Ottoman Monuments style of their village. We (see page 24) recommend that you visit Anafiotika, the neighbourhood of the Anafiotes, a unique, 2 MONASTIRAKI charming area. A distinctive old Athens The Museum of the area, with narrow, irregularly University of Athens. criss-crossing streets, and The building housing small buildings, characteristic the museum, located at of Ottoman and to some Tholou Str, was formerly the extent Byzantine urban residence of the architect planning. On the outdoor 30 Kleanthis (1832-1833). stands of street sellers, Subsequently it housed the or the small shops on the first University of Athens central roads (Adrianou Str, 31 32 31. Plaka quarter is a heritage area. 32. A multitude of the labyrinthine alleys of Plaka lead to the Anafiotika and the peripheral footpath of the Acropolis. 33. A typical island style house in Anafiotika, Plaka. Pandrosou Str, Ifaistou Str, Pantanassa (see page 22). HISTORIC CENTRE (1) Tour of Athens, stage 4: Thiseiou Str, Ayiou Filippou Of particular interest also is Str, Astigos Str, and Ermou the renovated neoclassical Str) you can find anything, metro station - one of the such as shoes, clothes, old oldest of the metro network and new furniture, old books (1895). Next to the platforms, and magazines, souvenirs, in a specially formed space jewellery, hats, bronze objects, of 300sq.m. one can see the new and used records and encased with stones, bed CDs and traditional Greek and banks of Iridanos river, instruments (bouzouki, dating from antiquity. It is touberleki). Shopping or visible even from the square, walking in Monastiraki is an through the archaeological unforgettable experience. You excavation pit. will be stunned by the variety 2.2 Avissinias Square and quality of things you can buy in the market. (Giousouroum) THE SIGHTS: is the central square of Monastiraki. Here you will find 2.1 Monastiraki Square a wide range of rare furniture, Historic Square, fully antiques and the copies renovated, paved with of antiques, and a variety colourful stones and paving of used items. Moreover, blocks forming a multi- you will find old wardrobes, coloured mosaic. In the bookcases, frames, mirrors, background, one can see the antique office tables, tables, Acropolis Rock (see page 9) gramophone records and and the Plaka (see page 28). musical instruments. Come In this magnificent square, early if you want to shop. significant monuments from Noon is the best time to many different historic eras come if you want to take a coexist. Such monumental look around. You can have a sites are the Tzistarakis glass of Greek wine or ouzo 31 mosque (see page 25), with Greek snacks - called Hadrian’s library (see page mezedes - in one of the 17), the Byzantine church of 33 small shops of the square, restaurants with customers Tour of Athens, stage 4: HISTORIC CENTRE (1) and observe the bustle of the any time of the day. bazaar. THE SIGHTS: 2.3 Adrianou Str, 3.1 Mitropoleos Str. a distinctive Athens street, It connects Syntagma connects Hadrian’s library with Square (see page 46) with the Thissio metro station. In Monastiraki Square (see the neoclassical one-floor or page 31). The buildings two-floor buildings are shops on the street are built in with traditional items, and the neoclassical style. The antique shops. Street-sellers Metropolis (Athens Cathedral, sell their ware here Sundays. see page 20) dominates You will find here cafes and small fashionable restaurants Mitropoleos Square. On the with a unique view of the square are several cafes. In archaeological area of the the colourful Dimopratiriou Ancient Agora (see page 14). Square nearby you will find tavernas with traditional Greek food. 3 THE OLD 3.2 Ermou Str. COMMERCIAL CENTRE The street is named The area encompassed by after the god Hermes – the Mitropoleos Str, Athinas Str protector of trade. Ermou and Stadiou Str is the heart of the historic centre of Athens, Str was one of the first and the old commercial streets paved by Kleanthis area. In the area, with the and Schaubert. More than smaller or larger labyrinthine 60 years, from the late 19th streets, are more than 2,500 century to the 1960s, it was shops selling a wide range of a centre of women’s fashion. products. Pedestrian zones It is one of the best areas have been established. The for shopping in the capital. historic commercial centre is You will find a variety of 32 a rather quiet area, with many silver, among others, candle cafes full of atmosphere, holders, bowls, vases and small bars and modern jewellery, often hand-made 34 34. The Metropolis (Athens Cathedral) at Mitropoleos Square. On the right is Ayios Eleftherios chapel. 35. A rare palimpsest of monuments dating to all historical times in Athens is to be seen in Monastiraki square. 36. The Athens Town Hall. goods produced in Greece, mainly to the food trade. HISTORIC CENTRE (1) Tour of Athens, stage 4: in shops at Lekka Str, which In the arcades of the old connects Perikleous Str and market most of the shops sell Kolokotroni Str, and the groceries. The fragrance of nearby arcades. Also, in the foods, fruits, herbs and nuts picturesque Evangelistrias pervades the air. The street and Ayiou Markou Streets, has the charm of the bazaars there are many shops selling of the East. clothing and shoes at very reasonable prices. 3.4 Athens Town Hall (Athinas Str 63) In the section of Ermou Str closest to Syntagma was constructed in 1874 Square, (up to Athinas Str) in a strictly neoclassical you will find the Kapnikarea style. Originally a two-floor church (see page 20). In the building, in 1937 a floor section of Ermou Str closest was added and the building to Pireaus Str (from Thiseio was modified due to the to Pireaus Str) you will find increased space requirements the archaeological site of of the Municipality. In the Kerameikos (see page 17). interior you will find the 3.3 Athinas Str. paintings of known Greek painters of the 19th century, A central commercial road and murals of F. Kontoglou connecting Omonia Square with representations of (see page 60) with Monastiraki mythological and historic Square (see page 31). Designed in perspective of themes (1937-1940). You the Acropolis Rock, it was will find a large oil painting one of the first main roads depicting the Apostle Paul constructed in modern teaching the Athenians Athens and has a multitude Christian religion (1877) in of important architectural the Municipal Council hall. examples of 19th century In the reception room (1st floor), you will find in special 33 and early 20th century styles. Noisy and busy most of the glass-showcases, small terra time, Athinas Str is connected cotta figures representing all 35 36 the mayors of Athens. In the court. There are a total of Tour of Athens, stage 4: HISTORIC CENTRE (1) vicinity of the municipality is 73 food stalls (meat market, an attractive, small square, fish market, vegetable market Theatrou Square. and groceries) in the interior 3.5 Kotzia Square and exterior sections. The (Ethnikis Antistassis Square), market is covered with a glass and metal roof and has formerly called Laou Square, symmetrical windows. You will and Loudovikou Square, faces find here small restaurants the Town Hall. The eclectic (eating-houses) with fresh style Melas Mansion (Ern. Ziller food, attracting Athenians 1887), with an impressive especially after midnight. façade, and two small towers There is a small grove on the at the sides, dominates the square (Varvakeios Square) south side of the square. The across the street. central hall is covered with a glass roof. In the perimeter 3.7 Evripidou Str are Doric and Ionian style a charming street with an colonnades. The building, oriental atmosphere, connects formerly the residence of V. Koumoundourou Square (see Melas, houses the Cultural Centre of the National Bank page 61) with Klafthmonos of Greece. In the eastern side Square (see page 35). You will of the square is a renaissance find here a multitude of shops style building, the G. Stavrou selling spices, sweets, nuts, Mansion, housing services of coffee, and traditional oriental the National Bank of Greece. A products. section of the Acharnic Gate 3.8 Aiolou Str. of the Themistocleian walls was uncovered and is exhibited A pedestrian zone has been in the northeastern section of established in a large section the square. of the Aiolou Str, which connects Panepistimiou 3.6 Varvakeios Municipal Ave. with the Roman Market 34 (Central) Market (Plaka). At the crossroads of is a rectangular building Aiolou Str and Sophocleous (1886) with a large covered Str is the newly constructed 37 37. Kotzia Square – view of the northwest side. 38. The National Reconciliation monument on Klafthmonos Square. 39. A distinctive turret of Melas Mansion on Kotzia Square. Administration Building modern Athens. It was built HISTORIC CENTRE (1) Tour of Athens, stage 4: of the National Bank of on a river bed. It was formerly Greece (2002), one of the called Feidiou Str and most important modern Akakiou Str. There was a plan architectural sights of to extend the street to the Athens. The building was Panathenaic Stadium – which designed by Greek architects, was never put into action – with the collaboration of the hence the name Stadiou. famous architect M. Botta. On the ground floor you will 3.10 National Printing find a restored section of the House ancient Acharnai road. At connects Sarantoza Str 10 Sophocleous Str is the and Arsaki Str. One of the old mansion of the Athens first state buildings raised in Stock Exchange, with a the modern city (1834), it is classical style façade with built in the neoclassical style. four Dorian columns. As you Before 1905, it housed the head towards Plaka you will National Printing Service. see two marvellous churches, which are well worth a visit: 3.11 Klafthmonos Square The Panagia Chrysospiliotissa (1863 – at the crossroads is a spacious square with of Aiolou Str and Panagia interesting buildings (among Chrysospiliotissa Str) and others, The Museum of the Ayias Eirinis Str (1847- City of Athens, see page Athinaidos Str) both built by 85, the former Ministry the architect L. Kaftantzoglou. of Merchant Marine, the Ayia Eirini, which was the first Ministry of Internal Affairs, Cathedral of Athens, is located the Byzantine church of Ayioi at a picturesque square, where Theodoroi, see page 23) one can find a flower market and a multitude of cafes. An and many café-bars. impressionist bronze statue representing the National 3.9 Stadiou Str 35 Reconciliation (Doropoulos is a central street – one of 1988) stands in the centre of the first paved roads of the square. 38 39 Attikon-Apollon building Greek architect An. Metaxas Tour of Athens, stage 4: HISTORIC CENTRE (1) 3.12 (1931). is an eclectic style mansion (early 20 c.). It houses two th 3.15 Kolokotroni Square, cinemas, among the oldest a small square, with the of Athens, which have National Historical Museum recently been renovated. and the impressive statue 3.13 Karytsi Square of the hero of the Greek Revolution Th. Kolokotronis is a small square, named on horseback (L. Sohos, after the church at its 1904) at its centre. Opposite centre. The elegant church the square (Stadiou Str 8) (built by L. Kaftantzoglou) is the dilapidated Douila was erected at the site of Residence, one of the oldest an older church where the buildings of the modern city, Athenians in January 1833 the work of Chr. Hansen. selected a deputation to welcome the new king Otto 3.16 National Historical in Nauplion. Opposite the Museum square is the neoclassical This impressive style Parnassos building. neoclassical construction The area is today one of the was built during the period most popular entertainment 1858-1871 according to spots, as there are many the plans of Fr. Boulanger, cafes and small bars. which were later modified by the Greek architect P. Kalkos. 3.14 Hellenic Up until 1935 the building Telecommunications constituted the seat of the Organisation (OTE) Greek Parliament and for Mansion, this reason it is called Old an exceptional example Parliament. Since 1961 it of modernism in Athens, houses the collections of the 36 with elements of older National Historical Museum architectural styles, it is (for the museum collections the work of the known see page 81) 40 40. The statue of Th. Kolokotronis before the building of the National Historical Museum. Tour of Athens, stage 5 37 HISTORIC CENTRE (2) 1 PSYRI and workshops, which have given the neighbourhood A colourful neoclassical a distinctive character. In Athens neighbourhood, the early 1990s, following encompassed by Athinas Str, a series of construction Ermou Str, and Evripidou Str. works, the neighbourhood It is a busy neighbourhood, became a popular nightlife especially in the night. You and residential area. The will find on its narrow alleys churches in the area are also a multitude of cafes, small quite interesting, such as Ayioi bars, clubs, restaurants, ouzo- Anargyroi, Ayios Demetrios, restaurants, and taverns with Ayios Gregorios (Armenian), et live Greek music, theatres, al. Iroon square, the central galleries, art galleries, and square, is a good place for you antique shops. to start your walk. Following the liberation of Greece (1833), veteran freedom fighters and 2 KERAMEIKOS immigrants from the Near the archaeological provinces settled in the area (see page 17) is the neighbourhood. They historic neighbourhood of opened cottage industries Kerameikos. Worth seeing are Ayion Assomaton Str (with THE SIGHTS: Tour of Athens, stage 5 HISTORIC CENTRE (2) the Museum of Islamic Art, 3.1 The Gas works (Gazi) (see page 82), Melidoni Str (you will find here the Jewish was founded in 1857 and closed in 1983. It synagogues Beth-Shalom produced lighting gas for and Etz Hayyim as well as the city. Formerly in the the Museum of Modern area were, among others, Ceramics) and Salaminas Str. wood workshops, foundries, In recent years, the area has machine-works, garages, become one of Athens popular restaurants, barbers shops, nightlife hubs with many small medical centre. The Gas restaurants, bars and live- works, a scheduled building, music nightclubs. is the only one of its kind in Europe. The buildings have unadorned, neoclassical 3 GAZI masonry, a varnished, wooden The former Gas works roof with skylights, covered is at the centre of the with Byzantine or French style neighbourhood, which was tiles and sheet-iron. It is an formerly called Gazohori industrial zone, housing a cultural centre of the Athens (Gas village). Located in Municipality (Technopolis) western Athens, it is the where major cultural and third square of the city, other types of events are in accordance with the hosted (concerts, exhibitions, Kleanthis-Schaubert urban conferences). Also, part of plan. It has to a large the facilities (furnaces, tanks, extent maintained the air chambers etc.) now form colour of a historic Athens part of the Industrial Gas neighbourhood. You will Museum where the history of find cafes, bars and luxury the former industrial zone is restaurants, popular among presented by means of original Athenians, in a multitude of items (such as machinery and 38 old, picturesque buildings. other implements) audio and In the area, one can choose video recordings. Entrance is between different theatres and from Peiraios, Persefonis and theatrical scenes. Iakchou Streets. 41 42 41. Two-storey neoclassical building at Iroon Square (Psyri). 42. Neoclassical building façades on Melidoni street (Kerameikos area). 43. The marble fountain at Metaxourgeio Square. 
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