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       A Guide to Climbing at USAFA A bouldering guide to Roberts Ridge Open license to reproduce however you see fit. Climb on! Compiled by Austin Cooner and Jason Copeland Front picture of Austin Cooner on Anaconda V7+ (’15) by Josh Jordan (‘15) WARNING: CLIMBING IS DANGEROUS This guide accepts no responsibility for your personal safety or that of those with you. Climb safe. Use pads and a spotter. Know how to competently lead and belay. If you are a cadet, make sure you fill out a Form 4391 with your AOC/AMT before climbing. Contents Robert’s Ridge… 1 Eagle’s Peak Canyon… 30 Stanley Canyon… 39 1 Robert’s Ridge About Roberts Ridge is a bouldering area only 15- 20 minutes away from the Cadet Area. The problems are usually short 1, 2, or 3 move wonders with typically sharp crimps, slopers, and easy top-outs. The rock is typical Pike’s Peak granite. The area hosts 50+ problems from V0 to V9 and several unclimbed projects in the V7-V12 range. Watch out for lichen and choss as the Ridge was only fully developed in 2013, however there is still potential for new development on unclimbed boulders. Although evidence has been found of visits from at least as far back as 1997, the ridge was first [re]discovered by Jason Copeland in the Spring of 2013, and was quickly developed by members of the USAFA Climbing Team. First ascents are noted by each problem. 2 Roberts Ridge Location Driving: View from the east: From Academy Dr. turn onto Pavilion Dr. (dirt road). Follow that until you see the trailhead to Eagle's Peak. Park on the side of the road. Walking (from Chapel): Head west and cross Academy Dr., taking the obvious trail by the reservoir. Continue until trail becomes dirt road and you reach Eagle's Peak trailhead. From Eagle's Peak trailhead: Follow the old powerline road north past a sharp turn and head west into the mountains at the top of the 4th hill (Cathedral Rock should come into view). Follow trail to Roberts Ridge boulders. Roberts 3 Ridge Statistics Grade Breakdown Star Chasing: 17 Direct Fire V4/5*** 33 Shahi-Kot V6** 30 Corridor Problem V0*** 27 Eclipse V5** 37 The Terd V1-*** 47 Fifi Direct V4** 14 Anaconda V7+*** 48 Figure It Out V3** 26 Event Horizon V7** O 4 Roberts N Ridge L Overview A: Crash Landing Boulder B: Crack Rock C: ‘97 Boulder D: Which Boulder? E: First Boulder F: Suicide Slab G: The Pit Boulder H: Crescent Rock I: Spaceship Earth H J: Takur Ghar K: Piton Rock L: Afganistanimation Boulder M: Shark Rock N: Fifi Boulder F O: Mini-slab Boulder P: Backside Boulder North (approx.) A 5 A: Crash B: Crack Landing Rock 2 What A Rush Boulder V4* 1 Comin' In Hot! Start on underclings on the far left of the east face and V3 climb up on flattened holds. Sit start using two good Fun topout. Bottom left rock holds and a funky foot is off [as pictured] as is the placement under the short overhanging face. A couple crack [until the topout] F.A. powerful moves should get Austin Cooner (‘15) you to the top. F.A. Austin Cooner ('15) 3 Crack Pipe V1- The obvious dirty crack F.A. Zach Ankiel ('16) 4 Crack Head V1 The obvious right arête F.A. Austin Cooner (‘15) 5 Better Than Crack V0* The easy north face, good warmup. F.A. Austin Cooner (‘15) 6 B. Crack Rock C: ‘97 7 Boulder 6 Pauci Fideles (The Faithful Few) V2+* SDS on a good right hand and an undercling. Slap slopers to get over the bulge! F.A. Austin Cooner (’15) 7 XXXIX V1 Start low on the east corner and follow it up. F.A. Austin Cooner (’15) 8 D: Which Boulder? (North Face) 8 Who? V1+ Start left on a crimp, right on the corner. Follow the gentle corner up. F.A. Austin Cooner (’15) 9 What? V2 Start low on two good holds, make a big move to a sidepull feature. Watch out for the lack of feet! F.A. Austin Cooner (’15) E: First 9 Boulder 10 First There V2 Start low on two good holds, make a big move and stand up.. F.A. Austin Cooner (’15) 10 F: Suicide Slab 11 Suicide Slab V0 The obvious highball slab. F.A. Austin Cooner ('15) Around the corner to the left: 12 Resiliency V2 Stand start on a good sloper right hand, left hand pushing on the lower block. F.A. Austin Cooner (‘15) 12a Resiliency SDS V6+* Start matched on two bad sloper/crimps on the block feature and fire for the arête. F.A. Dominick Speranza (‘17) 11 G: The Pit 13 Why Bother V1 Thin slab face. F.A. Max Krasnov (‘15) 14 Anaconda V7+*** Start left hand on a good undercling and right hand underneath on the white ripple. Squat on the boulder underneath and begin. Pull the increasingly difficult moves following the overhanging prow and squeeze tight. Watch out for the sharp hold, it bites back. F.A. Dominick Speranza (‘17) 15 Unknown V4 Start with both hands in the far left corner and feet on the boulder underneath. Traverse right to the jugs then keep going around to step off onto the far right boulder. F.A. Grant Simmons (‘16) 16 The Roof Crack Project V_ Probably the hardest way to move 15 feet at the Academy. 17 The Other Roof Projects V_ A SDS start to #12 or #13 Zach Ankiel (‘16) sending Direct Fire p. 13 12 The Pit 13 The Fire Pit 18 Small Arms Fire V3 Start matched on good edges and good feet. Traverse right to a small crimp then work up to a jug on top of the corner. From there mantle on the ledge and pull another move to top out. F.A. Jason Copeland, Grant Simmons (‘16) 19 Direct Fire V4/5*** Climb the moderate dihedral to the roof then work to the jugs at the lip. Committing last moves on good holds. F.A. Jason Copeland 20 Project V? Climb the featureless corner. Hard. - Fire Starter A sit start version to any of the above routes. Adds moves to “Small Arms Fire” or “Direct Fire” but not difficulty. 14 Left of The Fire Pit 21 Project V? SDS low on two good edges. Move up and right on good holds. Make a huge throw to an incut, half to quarter pad 3 finger crimp. Throw for the pinch and balance your way to the top. Somewhat highball. Hard. 15 H: Crescent Rock 22 Crescent Moon V6+ Start on the jug rail then top out on sharp crimps and a weird sloper sidepull. F.A. Manchild 16 I: Spaceship Earth (east) 23 Alpha Centauri V4* Sit Start on two opposing sidepull crimps Then traverse left. F.A. Austin Cooner (‘15) & Max Krasnov (’15) 24 Orion V5 Same Start as #14 but dyno straight up after the left hand undercling/pinch. F.A. Jason Copeland 25 Andromeda V3 Same Start as #14 but work into the obvious crack to the right. F.A. Max Krasnov (’15) 17 26 Spaceship Earth V0 I: Spaceship Sit start on the obvious jug on the arête. Several Earth (west) contrived variations exist. F.A. Austin Cooner (‘15) 27 Stardust V9 The traverse project. SDS on a low sidepull/undercling feature in the left alcove. Traverse right to the arete. F.A. Dominick Speranza (‘17) 28 Event Horizon V7** Stand start, using the left arête and a small hold around the corner. The. crux is getting established on the arête itself. F.A. Austin Cooner ('15) 29 Eclipse V5** Start on a small crimps in the center of the face and deadpoint (or use small features) to gain the left arete, following it to the top. F.A. Austin Cooner ('15) 18 J: Takur Ghar Corridor 30 Corridor Arete V1 Easy Arete. Right block is off. F.A. Austin Cooner (‘15) 31 Crystal Feature V0* Climb straight up to the neat crystal crimp. F.A. Zach Ankiel (’16) 32 Corridor Problem V0*** Traverse right and then topout. A fun and excellent introduction to bouldering. F.A. Unknown 19 J: Takur Ghar East 33 Shahi-Kot V6** SDS right hand undercling left hand crimp and throw big to another crimp, following more crimps to an easy topout. F.A Dominick Speranza (‘17) 33a Project V? SDS on two pinches. Throw for the sloper- crimp and balance up. 20 J: Takur Ghar South 34 Takur Ghar V2* Takur Ghar Mountain, Afganistan is where Roberts ridge is located. Sit start on a small two hand jug. Short, fun and powerful. F.A. Jason Copeland 34a Taker GAAARR V2+ Traverse from the start of Takur Ghar to the left corner then top out. F.A. Austin Cooner ('15) Max Krasnov (‘15) warming up on Takur Ghar 21 K: Piton Rock Slab Routes 35 Right slab V1 Start on any of the holds at head height then go straight up. F.A. Jason Copeland 36 Path of Least Resistance V0+* Start on “Right Slab” then move left to finish on “Left Slab”. F.A. JasonCopeland, Grant Simmons (‘16) 37 Left Slab V0 A good intro to tall boulder problems. Start on the good horizontal at head height the follow the holds up and slightly right. F.A. Jason Copeland 38 The Terd V1-*** A unique feature gives this route a variety of entertaining poo names (Fecal Matter, The Phantom Shitter, Terd Burglar, etc..). Watch out! One day the terd will break off on someone's hand. Start on “Left Slab” then make a blind reach around the corner to the “Terd” Control the swing around the corner then climb up. F.A. Jason Copeland 39 South Face Traverse V3 Multiple start variations on the far left blocky corner. Work to the jug then traverse the span of slopey hands and thin feet to finish on “The Terd”. F.A. Jason Copeland 22 K: Piton Rock Slab Ryan Thompson (‘14) topping out the Path of Least Resistance Piton Rock 23 North 40 Chapman V6* Tsgt Chapman, USAF CCT killed on Roberts ridge. The first route worked at Roberts Ridge. Sit start with the left hand on the arête and right on an “imaginary” pinch. Work up the corner to the undercling then top out. F.A. Austin Cooner (‘15) 41 Cunningham V6 SRA Cunningham, USAF PJ Killed on Roberts Ridge. Start both hands on the flake jug then move straight up to a hard top out. Problem used to go out left, but after a broken hold, going right is your only option. F.A. Original - Austin Cooner ('15) New - Dominick Speranza (‘17) 42 Air Force Cross V5 Start on “Cunningham” then cross over to finish on “Chapman”. F.A. Grant Simmons (‘16) 24 L: Afganistanimation Boulder 43 Afganistanimation V1 A simple, slightly contrived problem. Start on the bottom left side of the slanted ramp. Follow the ramp, then aim for the peak for full effect. F.A. Jason Copeland, Ryan Silva, Rob Vasta 44 Johnny Chimpo V1 Another contrived problem. Sit start on the corner left of “Afgan….”. Move up to a big sloper on the corner. Try to link into “Afgan…” for extra fun. F.A. Jason Copeland Ryan Thompson (‘14) pulling on Afghanistanimation 25 M: Shark Boulder 45 Shark Bite V0 Start on the large two hand hold near the bottom of the crack. Traverse to the right then top out. The farther right you go the easier it is. F.A. Swee (Singapore AF) 46 Mako V2* The call sign for the SEAL teams on Takur Ghar. Same start as “Shark Bite” then climb up the left side of the boulder. Don’t let your fingers get stuck in the crack. F.A. Mr. Copeland, Ryan Thompson (‘14), Cal Morgan (‘14) 26 N: Fifi Boulder 47 Fifi V2 PO 1st Class Neil Roberts’ nickname. Start on a large left hand sidepull/undercling, with feet on a small slab. Climb the easy face then look over the top for a fun surprise. F.A. Jason Copeland, Ryan Thompson (‘14), Cal Morgan (‘14) 47a Fifi Direct V3** Stand start in the middle of the face with two sidepulls at full arms length and climb straight up. Watch out for the dab! F.A. Austin Cooner ('15) 27 N: Fifi Northwest 48 Figure It Out V3** Start on a good left sidepull and a bad right hand. Use surprisingly good slopers to get to the top of the overhang. Would be mega classic if not for the annoying rock behind you. F.A. Austin Cooner ('15) & Josh Jordan ('15) 49 Out of the Frying Pans and into the Fire V5+* SDS on two terrible crimps and make a big move up to a positive, but super sharp hold. Fight your way to the finish! F.A. Austin Cooner ('15) 28 O: Mini-slab Boulder 50 Minigun V3 A short slab on very small holds. F.A. Austin Cooner (‘15) 51 Minime V2 Start standing on the ledge and climb the slab without using your hands. Gimmick. F.A. Austin Cooner (‘15) 29 P: Backside Boulder 52 Backside V3* Start on an incut hold and a sloper. Climb right up the prow of the boulder on decent slopers. F.A. Josh Jordan (‘15) 30 Eagle’s Peak Canyon Numerous Spires on the north side of the canyon Follow the trail up the canyon and go explore! All climbs are either trad or toprope A: 31 Punishment Wall The first crag up Eagle’s Peak Canyon. It's off the trail to your left at an obvious break in the trees that provides a clear view of the wall. Once you reach the cliff, the climbs are around the corner to the right. First formally developed by Gabe Hagan (‘13), Hayden Richards (‘13), and Austin Cooner (‘15) in Spring of 2012. 32 1. Form 34 (5.6) The “easy way out.” Start scrambling on the far left of the wall, to an easy crack up top. 40’ Trad, TR. FA: Gabe Hagan (’13) 2. Frat Hit (5.10d PG13) This is a fun route navigating a dihedral to a thin crack and finally face climbing with solid jugs to a stellar top out. The first crux is most definitely getting established in the dihedral (be sure you're solid at the grade because the protection before getting established is unreliable at best), with a second through the thin crack. About 30 feet right of Form 34. 45’ Trad, TR. F.A. Austin Cooner (‘15) 3. Article 15 (5.10a) This follows the wider crack just to the right of Frat Hit. It has consistent climbing all the way to the top! This is one of the best at Punishment Wall.45’ Trad, TR. F.A. Austin Cooner (‘15) 33 34 35 4. Behind Closed Doors (5.11a PG13) This is an excellent route that climbs the dihedral to the right of Article 15 and the face above it. There is no pro above the dihedral, but the climbing is slabmazing. The crux is moving from the dihedral onto the face. 45’ Trad, TR. F.A. Hayden Richards (‘13) 5. Project A super thin face climb with next to nothing holds, about 10 feet right of BCD. TR. 6. Demerit (5.8) A good first lead for new Austin Cooner (‘15) cadet climbers, this climb working the project navigates the low-angled, wide crack on the right side of the cliff. It's fairly sustained and fun! About 30 feet to the right of BCD. 40’ Trad, TR. F.A. Gabe Hagan (‘13) 35 B: Exemplar Tower This is the easily recognized black and green monolithic north-facing tower that is below the main face of Eagle's Peak. Evidence of earlier development exists, as well as a lot of potential for new lines on the North Face. Go up the Eagle's Peak trail about 30 minutes, and find a creek with a boulder marked by a cairn on your left. The trail here leads you to the west face 36 1. Orville (5.8) This funky crack/face climb navigates the greenish section of the tower on the far left. Start in the corner, then go up the vertical crack to a section of face. The climb finishes on the crack that separates a detached block at the top. 50’ Trad, TR. F.A. Austin Cooner (’15) 2. Wilbur (5.8) This is quality crack and face climbing. Start the same as Orville, but follow the left-facing corner and trend to the right upper crack system ending on a small pinnacle. 50’ Trad, TR. F.A. Austin Cooner (’15) 3. Wright of Bros (5.8) This is a pretty easy crack system with a crossover crux when trending left to the upper crack. Start next to a tree on top of the mossy detached block to the right of Wilbur.40’ Trad, TR. F.A. Austin Cooner (‘15) 
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