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       Week 6 Sources of Skepticism Inductivist Turkeys Inductivist Turkeys Inductivist Turkeys Inductivist Turkeys Induction: Uses observed cases/evidence to make claims about unobserved cases. More importantly: Inductive conclusions are not logically guaranteed to be true. 1. All my philosophy classes have been confusing. Therefore, 2. All philosophy classes are confusing. Induction: Uses observed cases/evidence to make claims about unobserved cases. More importantly: Inductive conclusions are not logically guaranteed to be true. 1. Every class has been fun and stimulating. Therefore, 2. The next class will be fun and stimulating. . David Hume (1711-1776) = a skeptic about induction (among other things) Philosophical skepticism about X: Claim that knowledge of X, or justified belief in X, is not possible. Hume’s Problem of Induction: How do you know the future will be like the past? How do you know what you haven’t seen will be like what you have seen in the past? 1) In my experience, every time a phone drops, it falls. So, 2) The next time the phone drops, it’ll fall. Or, 2) Any time a phone drops, it will fall. Why do we believe that the conclusion is true? “Obviously, dropping the phone causes it to fall!” Hume’s reply: We never experience causality – • we never see one thing causing another thing. Hume’s billiard balls: We don’t see one billiard ball causing the other ball to move. All we’ve seen is one thing happening, and then another thing happening. We think the future will be like the past, because that’s been the case so far…. How do we know the future will be like the past? 1) In the past, the future has been like the past. 2) If the future has been like the past in the past, experience, then the future will be like the past in the future. Therefore, 3) The future will be like the past in the future. – No non-circular reason which guarantees the conclusion must be true. We think the future will be like the past, because that’s been the case so far…. How do we know the future will be like the past? 1) In the past, the future has been like the past. 2) If the future has been like the past in the past, experience, then the future will be like the past in the future. Therefore, 3) The future will be like the past in the future. – We think the unobserved future will be like the observed past just out of habit. The Cārvāka problem of induction: All anumāna is based on a universal rule (vyāpti); e.g., “Wherever there is smoke, there is fire.” How could we know this vyāpti is true? Nyāya: We know it through perception – See smoke and fire enough times together. The Cārvāka problem of induction: All anumāna is based on a universal rule (vyāpti); e.g., “Wherever there is smoke, there is fire.” How could we know this vyāpti is true? Cārvāka: No perception of past or future smokes/fires; inferential proof of vyāpti would be circular; testimony has to originate with perception. The Cārvāka problem of induction: All anumāna is based on a universal rule (vyāpti); e.g., “Wherever there is smoke, there is fire.” How could we know that vyāpti is true? Cārvāka: Also, no way to ever rule out the presence of an undercutting condition (upādhi). The Cārvāka problem of induction: All anumāna is based on a universal rule (vyāpti); e.g., “Wherever there is smoke, there is fire.” How could we know that vyāpti is true? Cārvāka: Thinking of fire after seeing smoke is based on perception, or on an illusion; sometimes it’s just accidental. Jayarāśi (9th cent.): What is the relation between hetu and sādhya? Between two universals? e.g., between smokehood and firehood? No – Universal properties don’t exist. (Nyāya: universals exist, we can perceive them; sāmānyalakṣaṇa-pratyakṣa) Jayarāśi (9th cent.): What is the relation between hetu and sādhya? Between two universals? e.g., between smokehood and firehood? No – Universal properties don’t exist. (Nyāya: sāmānyalakṣaṇa-pratyakṣa – see a universal > you can “see” all its instances. Jayarāśi (9th cent.): What is the relation between hetu and sādhya? Between two particulars? Between particular smokes and particular fires? No – There are innumerable smokes and fires; we can’t perceive all of them. Jayarāśi (9th cent.): What is the relation between hetu and sādhya? Between two particulars? Between particular smokes and particular fires? No – There are innumerable smokes and fires; Perceiving a few smokes and fires together ≠ knowledge of a universal relation. Why not a causal relation between smoke & fire? Jayarāśi: How can you see that smoke is produced by fire? If something is produced, then it isn’t permanent; i.e., it ceases to be. How can you see smoke ceasing to be? Why not a causal relation between smoke & fire? Jayarāśi: Why not a causal relation between smoke & fire? Jayarāśi: If you perceive smoke ceasing to exist, do you perceive: 1. the smoke? Then the smoke wouldn’t have ceased to exist. Why not a causal relation between smoke & fire? Jayarāśi: If you perceive smoke ceasing to exist, do you perceive: 2. something else? Perceiving something else shows that thing exists; has nothing to do with the non-existence of smoke. Why not a causal relation between smoke & fire? Jayarāśi: If you perceive smoke ceasing to exist, do you perceive: 3. nothing else? Wouldn’t show smoke to exist or not. Why can’t we see the absence of the smoke? (Nyāya: we can perceive absences) Jayarāśi: Is the smoke related to its absence? – then smoke exists and doesn’t exist. No relation? – then why think it is an absence of smoke, and not just some other unrelated object? Why can’t we see the absence of the smoke? (Nyāya: we can perceive absences) Jayarāśi: Also, non-perception ≠ non-existence Jayarāśi: So, smoke can’t be known to cease existing; So, it can’t be known to be produced, So, it can’t be known to exist in a causal relation with fire, So, inference of fire from smoke is impossible. Nyāya: Perception (and all pramāṇas) have the defining characteristic (lakṣaṇa) of being “non-deviating” (avyabhicārin) Jayarāśi: It’s impossible to correctly define any pramāṇa - Nyāya: Perception (and all pramāṇas) have the defining characteristic (lakṣaṇa) of being “non-deviating” (avyabhicārin) Jayarāśi: How do you know the perception is non-deviating? 1. it arose from non-defective causes; 2. it hasn’t been falsified (abādhita); 3. it led to successful activity; 4. it is intrinsically valid (svataḥ prāmāṇya)? Nyāya: Perception (and all pramāṇas) are “non-deviating” Jayarāśi: How do you know the perception is true? 1. it arose from non-defective causes; No – You can’t directly perceive that your perceptual faculties are working; sense faculties can’t sense themselves. Nyāya: Perception (and all pramāṇas) are “non-deviating” Jayarāśi: How do you know the perception is true? 1. it arose from non-defective causes; No – “The perception arose from non-defective causes because it is true” = circular inference Nyāya: Perception (and all pramāṇas) are “non-deviating” Jayarāśi: How do you know the perception is true? 2. it hasn’t been falsified (abādhita); No – doesn’t mean the awareness is true; it could still be falsified later. Nyāya: Perception (and all pramāṇas) are “non-deviating” Jayarāśi: How do you know the perception is true? 3. it led to successful activity; No – Do you perceive the action’s success? If so, how do you know that perception is true? Because it led to successful activity?…. Nyāya: Perception (and all pramāṇas) are “non-deviating” Jayarāśi: How do you know the perception is true? 3. it led to successful activity; No – Perception could be false and still lead to successful activity…. Nyāya: Perception (and all pramāṇas) are “non-deviating” Jayarāśi: How do you know the perception is true? 3. it led to successful activity; No – How do you know the perceived object is the object you obtain? Perceiving x → obtaining y = unsuccessful activity Nyāya: Perception (and all pramāṇas) are “non-deviating” Jayarāśi: How do you know the perception is true? 3. it led to successful activity; No – “The object I saw is the same type of object as the object I get” – Universal properties/types are unreal Nyāya: Perception (and all pramāṇas) are “non-deviating” Jayarāśi: How do you know the perception is true? 4. it is intrinsically valid (svataḥ prāmāṇya); No – it’s complicated (Franco 2017: 57) Jayarāśi: “In this way, When the categories of reals are annihilated, then all ordinary practices (vyavahāra) can become delightful, because they are not deliberated.” Nāgārjuna (2nd cent.) Founder of Madhyamaka (“Middle Way”) Buddhism 
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