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      Alex Chapman, Senior Researcher, New Economics Foundation Recent reports Turbulence expected The climate cost of airport expansion Crisis support to aviation and the right to retrain Securing jobs and skills through the Covid and climate crises Baggage claim The regional impact of Heathrow's third runway Does airport expansion create new aviation jobs? Yes, but… On average the number of jobs per passenger falls by 2.6% per year In 2008-2009 the figure fell 8% in a single year. Airport expansion will create ‘returns to scale’ I.e fewer jobs per passenger – though airport application documents often sidestep this Some jobs will simply be ‘displaced’ from other airports. Private airports are not interested in equitable distribution of jobs around the UK. Does airport expansion create new jobs overall? Almost certainly not Jobs created in airport services (retail, accommodation) will just be ‘displaced’/relocated from other areas For every 4 passengers which come into the UK, 6 passengers leave the UK. Both spend £700 per trip. £2,800 comes in, £4,200 goes out. At most regional airports these numbers are worse (e.g. almost 6:1 at Bristol) Does airport expansion create new business activity? Almost certainly not In absolute numbers, business travel numbers peaked in 2006. Almost 15 years on they have just returned to that peak. Most industry experts now expect around 20- 30% drop in business travel as a result of Covid-19. The models used by airports are based on data from 1980-2010. A booming era of business travel. Since then, we have hit saturation point. 
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