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       A Call for International Scrutiny on South Korean Government Silencing of Human Rights Groups and North Korean Escapee Voices July 17, 2020 We, the undersigned, ask you to speak up in defense of democracy and the rule of law in South Korea and stop the South Korean government’s actions aimed at stifling the North Korean human rights movement, freedom of speech and freedom of association in South Korea. On 16 July 2020, the Ministry of Unification announced that 25 non-governmental organizations that possess the non-governmental registration issued by the Ministry will be investigated from the end of July. Neither the list of the organizations, nor the justification of such unprecedented control, has been revealed except for the vaguely framed aims of “transparent operations and administrative supervision”. It is concerning that the Ministry pursues transparency in the organisations it registers but does not itself offer transparency. As an executive organ of a democratically elected government, the principle of integrity dictates that the clarity around terms of the review and the organisations within its scope must be the bare minimum to pursue investigations. Quotations attributable to the Ministry of Unification make it clear that this review has arisen through political motives stemming from the actions of two North Korean human rights organisations that floated political leaflets over the border in late June 2020. The Ministry of Unification has cancelled their registration on July 17, 2020 and it is possible that further cancellations of registrations may ensue based on this new review. The reasons for which these 25 other organisations have been singled out have not been stated; however, the 25 organizations, half of which are operated by resettled North Koreans, have been reported to be only the first round of what could amount to a stifling of the entire North Korean human rights movement in South Korea. The use of administrative and legislative controls to curtail the actions of North Korean human rights organisations is a pattern of behavior used previously by the current administration. Possible cancellation of registrations will be damaging to the organizations’ reputation and funding, which will threaten NGOs existence. Funding from the Ministry of Unification is almost non-existent, and non-governmental organisations are already held to all the regulatory obligations applicable to all such organisations. It is implausible that further scrutiny of the internal records of an organisation should be required in order to ensure transparent operations that require administrative supervision. The South Korean government has shown a track record of using legislative and administrative measures to pressure non-governmental organisations operating in South Korea into acting only with an approved range of activities and with an increasingly complex funding environment in line with the policy agenda of the day: friendly relations with North Korea. The actions that are taken by President Moon Jae In’s government are a worrying precedent, which could threaten the closure of any civil society organizations regardless of whether these organizations document atrocities in North Korea, rescue North Korean refugees, assist North Korean ressettlers in education and resettlement programs, fight for justice for their disappeared families, promote freedom of information, or are the victims of North Korean atrocities. In 2014 the international community showed overwhelming support when the UN Commission of Inquiry reported patterns of crimes against humanity in the DPRK and recommended referral of the DPRK to the International Criminal Court. The Commission also recommended a field-based structure, which opened 5 years ago as an Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights for DPRK. It engages with civil society and victims organizations working to document the North Korean atrocities. With the highly politicized actions of the current administration, aiming to curb the activities of civil society and human rights defenders, it is possible that the UN Office in Seoul could remain the sole organization to monitor human rights crimes in North Korea. We are concerned that South Korea’s democracy is under threat and that this review is only the beginning of actions against North Korean human rights organizations, as was recently demanded by the North Korean government. The international community must act now to urge the South Korean government to withdraw this unjustified and politically motivated review of North Korean human rights organisations and should continuously monitor further actions by the South Korean government. These troubling measures cause civil society defenders to question the legitimacy of South Korea’s current membership in the UN Human Rights Council, while it violates universal principles of human rights and democracy. Should the South Korean government insist on continuing to pressure civil society in South Korea, we request that the international community take punitive measures to indicate its disapproval of the curtailment of the North Korean human rights movement, the freedom of speech and the freedom of association. This includes: - boycott by international governments and their human rights institutes of the National Human Rights Commission of ROK, which has not taken any stance regarding these outrageous attacks on human rights defenders and civil society in South Korea - threat of political sanctions against ROK government for undermining universal human rights and democratic values - refusal to fund or hold collaborative projects involving ROK on universal human rights and democratic values - demands of high-level meetings on issues of threat to human rights and civil liberties in South Korea - increased scrutiny in human rights reviews over the free operations of civil society and treatment of North Korean human rights organizations Signed: Citizens’ Alliance for North Korean Human Rights (NKHR) Transitional Justice Working Group (TJWG) North Korea Strategy Center (NKSC) No Chain for North Korea Lawyers for human rights and unification of Korea People for Successful Corean Reunification (PSCORE) Unification Media Group (UMG) National Development Institute (NDI) Dream Makers for North Korea NK Watch Now Action & Unity for Human rights (NAUH) Unification Academy Network for North Korea Democracy and Human Rights (NKnet) Korean War Abductees' Family Union (KWAFU) Open North Korea (ONK) 1969 KAL Abductees’ Families Association KuenSaem Free North Korea Radio (FNK) Fighters For Free North Korea (FFNK) Citizens’ Coalition for Human Rights of Abductees and North Korean Refugees Youth Forum of North Korea Democratization 

    

        
      
        
          
            
               Thumbnails
            
            
               Document Outline
            
            
               Attachments
            
          

        

        
          
          

          
          

          
          

        

      
  

      
        
          
            
            
              
                Previous
              
              

              
                Next
              
            

          


          
            
            Highlight all
            
            Match case
            
          


          
            
          

        
  

        
          
            
              Presentation Mode
            

            
              Open
            

            
              Print
            

            
              Download
            

            
              Current View
            

            


            
              Go to First Page
            
            
              Go to Last Page
            

            


            
              Rotate Clockwise
            
            
              Rotate Counterclockwise
            

            


            
              Text Selection Tool
            
            
              Hand Tool
            

            


            
              Document Properties…
            
          

        
  

        
          
            
              
                
                  Toggle Sidebar
                
                

                
                  Find
                
                
                  
                    Previous
                  
                  

                  
                    Next
                  
                

                
                
              

              
                
                  Presentation Mode
                

                
                  Open
                

                
                  Print
                

                
                  Download
                
                
                  Current View
                

                


                
                  Tools
                
              

              
                
                  
                    Zoom Out
                  
                  

                  
                    Zoom In
                   
                

                
                  Automatic Zoom
Actual Size
Page Fit
Page Width

50%
75%
100%
125%
150%
200%
300%
400%


                
              

            

            
              
                
                

              

            

          

        


        


        
          

        


        
          
            
            
              More Information
            
            
              Less Information
            
          

          
            
              Close
            
          

          

          
        

      
 

      
        
          
            
              Enter the password to open this PDF file:

            

            
              
            

            
              Cancel
              OK
            

          

        

        
          
            
              File name: -

            

            
              File size: -

            

            

            
              Title: -

            

            
              Author: -

            

            
              Subject: -

            

            
              Keywords: -

            

            
              Creation Date: -

            

            
              Modification Date: -

            

            
              Creator: -

            

            

            
              PDF Producer: -

            

            
              PDF Version: -

            

            
              Page Count: -

            

            
              Close
            

          

        

        
          
            
              Preparing document for printing…
            

            
              
              0%
            

            
              Cancel
            

          

        

      
  

    
 

    

  