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       PAC-12 CONFERENCE Conference History The roots of the Pac-12 Conference date back nearly 104 years to December 2, 1915, when the Paciﬁc Coast Conference (PCC) was founded at a meeting at the Oregon Hotel in Portland. The original membership consisted of four schools — the University of California at Berkeley, the University of Washington, the University of Oregon, and Oregon State College (now Oregon State University). All still are charter members of the Conference. Paciﬁc Coast Conference play began in 1916 and, one year later, Washington State College (now Washington State University) was accepted into the league, with Stanford University following in 1918. In 1922, the PCC expanded to eight teams with the admission of the University of Southern California (USC) and the University of Idaho. In 1924, the University of Montana joined the league roster, and in 1928, the PCC grew to 10 members with the addition of UCLA. Pac-12 Commissioner Larry Scott The Paciﬁc Coast Conference competed as a 10-member league until 1950, At present, the Pac-12 sponsors 11 men’s sports and 13 women’s sports. with the exception of 1943-45 when World War II curtailed intercollegiate Additionally, the conference schools are members of the Mountain Paciﬁc athletic competition to a minimum. During that time, the league’s ﬁrst Sports Federation (MPSF) in four other men’s sports and two women’s commissioner was named. Edwin Atherton was commissioner in 1940 and sports. CU participates in the MPSF in indoor track and has competed was succeeded by Victor Schmidt in 1944. In 1950, Montana resigned from since 1950 in the Rocky Mountain Intercollegiate Ski Association (RMISA) the Conference and joined the Mountain States Conference, essentially in skiing, which is a coed sport. replacing Colorado, which left for the Big 7 two years earlier. The PCC continued as a nine-team conference through 1958. The Pac-12 Conference ofﬁces are located in the heart of San Francisco’s downtown district and are headquartered in the same building as the Pac- In 1959, the PCC was dissolved and the Athletic Association of Western 12 Network. Universities was formed and Thomas J. Hamilton was appointed commissioner of the new league. The original AAWU membership Conference of Champions included California, Stanford, Southern California, UCLA and Washington. Washington State joined the membership in 1962, while Oregon and Built on a ﬁrm foundation of academic excellence and superior athletic Oregon State joined in 1964. Under Hamilton’s watch, the name Paciﬁc-8 performance, the Conference ushered in a new era on July 1, 2011, ofﬁcially Conference was adopted in 1968. In 1971, Wiles Hallock took over as becoming the Pac-12 Conference with the additions of the University of commissioner of the Pac-8. Colorado and University of Utah. On July 1, 1978, the University of Arizona and Arizona State University were Just 27 days after the Conference ofﬁcially changed its name, Commissioner admitted to the league and the Paciﬁc-10 Conference became a reality. In Larry Scott announced the creation of the Pac-12 Networks, solidifying a 1986-87, the league took on a new look, expanding to include 10 women’s landmark television deal and putting the Conference on the forefront of sports. Tom Hansen was named the commissioner of the Pac-10 in 1983, collegiate athletics. The Networks, including one national network, six a role he would hold for 26 years until 2009. Hansen was succeeded by regional networks, and a robust digital network marked the ﬁrst-ever current commissioner Larry Scott, who took on the new role in July 2009. integrated media company owned by a college conference. In addition, the “TV Everywhere” rights allow fans to access Pac-12 Networks outside the During the 2010-11 academic year, Scott helped deliver monumental home on any digital device, including smartphones and tablet computers. changes that transformed the conference into a modern 12-team league by adding the University of Colorado and the University of Utah. The addition That same year, the Pac-12 also launched its Globalization Initiative to of CU and Utah led to an agreement to equal revenue sharing for the ﬁrst proactively promote the Conference and member institutions through time in conference history, created two divisions (North and South) for student-athlete exchanges and sport, as in the ﬁrst ﬁve years, Pac-12 football only, established a football championship game for the ﬁrst time student-athletes have enjoyed unique cultural and athletic experiences ever, secured a landmark media rights deal that dramatically increased in several foreign nations. In the past year, the Pac-12 became the ﬁrst national exposure and revenue for each school and established the Pac-12 conference to have all of its schools become members of the Green Sports Network and Pac-12 Digital Network that guaranteed enhanced exposure Alliance. across all sports. On the ﬁeld, courts and in the pools of play, the Pac-12 rises above the rest, After a courtship of several months, Colorado accepted its invitation to join upholding its tradition as the “Conference of Champions®,” claiming an the Pac-12 on June 10, 2010, as the Buffaloes were the ﬁrst domino to fall incredible 188 NCAA team titles since 1999-2000. For the 14th consecutive in a change of the national landscape. Within the next week, Nebraska year, the Pac-12 had the most NCAA titles of any conference in the country, also left the Big 12 to join the Big 10, Boise State departed the WAC for the having won at least six every year since 2000-01, including 48 over the Mountain West, and TCU jumped from the MWC for the Big East (before last four years. No other conference has ever won 10 or more in a single eventually landing in the Big 12). A week later on June 17, Utah agreed to athletic year, looking up at the record 14 the Pac-12 won in 1996-97 and join CU to make it an even dozen in the Pac-12. Big-time rivals for the ﬁrst 13 in 2016-17 and 2018-19. Even more impressive has been the breadth of half of the last century, the Buffaloes and Utes ofﬁcially became the 11th the Pac-12’s success, with championships coming in 31 different men’s, and 12th members of the Conference on July 1, 2011, the ﬁrst additions to women’s and/or coed sports. The Pac-12 has led or tied the nation in the league since 1978. During the 33 years between expansions, Pac-10 NCAA Championships in 53 of the last 59 years (and was second four times teams claimed 258 NCAA titles (130 women’s, 128 men’s). and third twice), never ﬁnishing lower than third. 8 Spanning over a century of outstanding athletics achievements, the Pac-12 was the ﬁrst conference to reach 200, 300, 400 and now 500 championships; despite having two 2018-19 QUICK REVIEW fewer members than three of the other four so-called “Power 5” conferences, the Pac-12 outdistances the next conference by over 200 crowns (the Big Ten is a distant second with In the 2018-19 academic year, the Pac-12’s 13 NCAA 291). In all, Pac-12 conference teams have won 526 NCAA Championships (304 men’s, titles came in the form of a eight women’s crowns, 191 women’s, 31 coed). four men’s titles and one coed champion. Living up to its well-deserved billing of “Conference Individually, the Conference has produced an impressive number of NCAA individual of Champions®,” seven different league schools champions, as through the 2018-19 school year, 2,379 individual crowns have been won claimed NCAA titles including two winning multiple by Pac-12 student-athletes over the years (1,383 in men’s championships, 808 in women’s crowns (Stanford a record-tying six and UCLA two). and 188 in coed, e.g. skiing). Of the 24 sports sponsored by the Conference, 19 And since the NCAA began conducting women’s championships 38 years ago, Pac-12 witnessed at least half its teams participating in members have claimed at least four national titles in a single season on 29 occasions, NCAA or other postseason action. The men sent including in each of the last 18 years (2001-2018), with a record 10 during the 2016-17 63 of a possible 95 teams into the postseason, the school year followed by another nine in 2017-18. women 79 of a possible 130. Stanford’s six titles came in men’s golf, men’s gymnastics, women’s swimming, women’s tennis and women’s volleyball and women’s water polo. UCLA claimed titles in softball and women’s beach volleyball. California (women’s swimming), Colorado (women’s cross country), Southern California (men’s water polo), Utah (skiing) and Washington (rowing) rounded out the league’s victories. Colorado added to its national championship count in 2018-19 with the school’s third women’s cross country crown, bringing the school’s total to 28. The Buffaloes ﬁnished third in skiing, fourth in men’s cross country, ninth in women’s outdoor track and 16th in men’s indoor track. CU has won 20 skiing titles (11 men’s, one AIAW women’s and eight coed) and eight cross country (ﬁve men’s, three women’s); the Buffs also were the consensus national champions in football in 1990, but since it is not an NCAA-sanctioned championship, it doesn’t count toward the Pac-12’s total of 526. The CU women won the 2018 NCAA cross country title, their third overall. Petra Hyncicova won both the classic Erik Dengerud was the 2019 national freestyle tit- Dani Jones was a two-time NCAA champion, and freestyle races at the 2017 NCAA’s. list, winning his ﬁrst NCAA race. claiming the cross country and outdoor 5,000- meter run. 9 folsom field Folsom Field, named after legendary University of Colorado Coach Frederick Folsom, opened for the 1924 season and has been the football team’s home ﬁeld ever since. The Buffaloes have played 95 seasons on the “hilltop,” and own one of the nation’s best all-time home records, as the Buffs are 315-175-10, a winning percentage of .640. In 2018, the home ﬁnale against Utah on November 17 was the 500th regular season game at Folsom. The stadium was dedicated on October 11, 1924, as Colorado defeated Regis College, 39-0. It actually was the second home game of the season, as CU closed out playing at Gamble Field the week before with a 31-0 win over Western State. Folsom is tied for the 21st oldest venue among the 130 NCAA Division I-A/FBS stadiums; it is the ﬁfth oldest in the Pac-12 Conference. Through the years many improvements have been made, but the original beauty and intimate feeling has remained making it one of best venues in college Investigation of a natural ravine just east of the site of the football, if not all sports. gymnasium as a site for the new stadium, suggested by professor It originally was called Colorado Stadium, the name being changed Whitney Huntington, was not only a convenient location, but to Folsom Field in 1944 following Folsom’s death. In addition, old by using it a great expense could be avoided. After a ﬁnancing 24th Street was also changed to Folsom Street to honor the man plan was worked out, CU’s own construction department began who coached Colorado teams three different times totaling 15 years moving dirt with a steam shovel on January 14, 1924. between 1895 and 1915. His 76.5 winning percentage (77-23-2) is still The new structure had an original capacity of 26,000, tops among all coaches ever at CU. featuring wooden bleacher seating over cement, and quarter- CU had played its games at Gamble Field for two decades, where mile running track. A California red wood, dipped in creosote, seating was limited to temporary bleachers. In the winter of 1923-24, was selected as the initial material, as estimates at the time put a CU President George Norlin studied the possibility of a new stadium, lifetime of around 13 years for the wood. There were 22 sections as the approaching completion of a sparkling new gymnasium divided by radial aisles installed, the same set-up in the lower (Carlson Gym), the inadequate number of seats at Gamble Field bowl that still exists today. (roughly 9,000) and the growing interest in physical education and Accounts at the time put the cost of the stadium at around intercollegiate athletics demanded that a remedy needed to take $2.60 per seat, instead of $10 had concrete been used; the total place soon. cost was $65,000. By comparison, the cost to construct Carlson Gym was $350,000. With expansion in mind when originally built, it was by design rather easy to add an upper deck. In 1956, Folsom Field’s capacity was upped to 45,000 when a second deck was erected around two-thirds of the stadium. Some 6,000 more seats were added in 1967 when the running track was removed and the team dressing facilities were constructed at the north end of the ﬁeld. Improvements continued, as the gigantic six-level press box facility was added on the west side for the start of the 1968 season. It also serves as the home for CU’s Flatirons Club, a group of donors who ﬁnancially support the athletic program. In the summer of 1976, Folsom Field had another face-lift, as the wooden bleacher seats were removed and replaced with silver and gold aluminum bleachers, expanding the stadium to a capacity of 52,005. The renovation of CU’s team house in the summer of 1979 The beginning of work on the stadium in January, 1924. took away a few seats, changing the capacity to 51,463. The 10 construction of the magniﬁcent Dal Ward Center in 1991 added new bleacher seating in the north end zone and increased the capacity to 51,748. In 1992, the addition of a yellow concourse wall on the southeast side took away a few hundred seats, and corporate boxes (in 1995) lowered the capacity to 51,655. The removal of a set of old rickety bleachers in 2001 and a few other changes placed the stadium capacity at 50,942, but that ﬁgure stood for just two seasons. The addition of suites and club seating on the east side (at a cost of $45.2 million) completed in August 2003 increased the capacity to 53,750, an all-time Folsom Field high. Prior to the 1971 season, the playing surface at Folsom Field was natural grass. Monsanto of St. Louis, Mo., replaced the natural grass with Astroturf for the 1971 campaign, with the ﬁrst game being played on the artiﬁcial surface against the University of Wyoming on September 18 (the Buffs won 56-13); it was a godsend, as that very morning, Boulder received a rare late summer snowstorm that blanketed the ﬁeld with more than two feet of snow. The original Astroturf surface was replaced with a “new rug” for the start of the 1978 season, and in the summer of 1989, “Astroturf-8” was installed, the third artiﬁcial surfacing in the school’s history. Folsom was covered with artiﬁcial surfaces for 28 seasons (168 games), and it was fairly friendly for the Buffs, which posted a 110-56-2 record in those games. In the spring of 1999, Folsom Field returned to natural grass, as “SportGrass” was installed on the stadium ﬂoor. The project, which included bio- thermal heating, drainage and a sub-air system, cost $1.2 million. Video display boards, known as “BuffVision” were also added in the summer of 1999 at a cost of $3.6 million; those were updated with state-of-the-art HD technology in 2012 at a cost of about $6.5 million. In 2003, completion of a $45.2 million east side renovation added 1,903 club seats and 41 suites, increasing Folsom’s capacity to its all-time high of 53,750. The state-of-the art complex remains one of the best in college football, is not nearly as high as many clubs and suites at most stadiums, and offers a great view of the foothills of the Rocky Mountains and when clear, the Continental Divide. The capacity of Folsom was 53,613 from 2007- 13, following the removal of the fourth rows from three different levels of the Flatirons Club prior to the 2007 season (seats that always had some kind of obstructed view). In 2014, the north end zone bleachers and two northeast corner sections of the stadium were completely renovated into loge and club seating, altering the capacity to its current number of 50,183. 11 FOLSOM CONCERT HISTORY Folsom Field was one of the premier venues for stadium concerts at the height of their popularity in the 1970s and 1980s. In fact, the largest crowd in its history was for what was billed as the Folsom Music Festival on May 1, 1977: 61,500 people attended the rain-soaked mega concert featuring Fleetwood Mac, Bob Seger’s Silver Bullet Band, Boulder’s own Firefall and John Sebastian. Eventually for assorted reasons, Folsom hosted less concerts and a 15-year dormancy in shows ended in the summer of 2016 with the Dead & Company performing two concerts. It all started in 1969 with a show headlined by The Byrds and the Steve Miller Band. And a side note: at CU’s 2000 graduation ceremony, with his daughter graduating, Neil Diamond sang the national anthem. Balch Fieldhouse, the CU Events Center and Macky Auditorium have also played host to other concerts on campus. Here’s the list of Folsom’s stadium shows: 1969 1980 September 7 – The Byrds, Steve Miller Band, Sons of June 7 & 8 – Grateful Dead Champlin, Buddy Guy, Country Joe & The Fish, Conal June 28 – Eagles Implosion, Tim Hardin, Lights by Spontaneity. 1981 1971 October 3 & 4 – Rolling Stones, George Thorogood May – It’s A Beautiful Day, Albert King 1982 1972 August 21 – REO Speedwagon, Ted Nugent, Scorpions September 3 – The Grateful Dead October 17– John Cougar, Jethro Tull, The Who 1974 1983 September 9 – Leon Russell, Little Feat August 30 – Simon & Garfunkel 1975 1986 May 10 – Doobie Brothers July 12 – Van Halen 1977 1989 May 1 (Folsom Music Festival) – Fleetwood Mac, Bob Seger, August 13 – The Who Firefall, John Sebastian (attendance: 61,500) June 16 – Foreigner 1993 May 26 – Paul McCartney 1978 May 13 (Sun Day #1) – The Beach Boys, Journey, Firefall, 2001 Bob Welch July 11 – Dave Matthews Band July 16 (Sun Day #2) – Rolling Stones, Kansas, Peter Tosh 2016 July 21 (Sun Day #3) – Fleetwood Mac July 2 & 3 – Dead & Company July 29 (Sun Day #4) – Eagles, Steve Miller Band 2017 1979 June 9 & 10 – Dead & Company May 13 (Sun Day #1) – Doobie Brothers, Boston, Country Joe MacDonald 2018 July 19 (Sun Day #2) – REO Speedwagon, Cheap Trick July 13 & 14 – Dead & Company 2019 July 5 & 6 – Dead & Company The Rolling Stones packed Folsom Field in 1981 Paul McCartney played Folsom in 1993 12 ATHLETICS COMPLEX EXPANSION The ofﬁcial groundbreaking took place on May 12, 2014, the following August. The $14 million building was completely signifying the start of CU’s $156 million Athletics Complex funded through private donations. The multi-functional, state-of- Expansion (ACE), the most aggressive construction project the-art structure was one of the top facilities anywhere in college undertaken by the university in relation to athletics since 1924, athletics upon its completion. The DWAC boasted 92,000 square when Folsom Field was built. The project had three distinct feet that included academic, sports medicine and weight training phases: ﬁrst was to renovate seating in two areas of Folsom, the centers, a full-service kitchen and daily dining area, an auditorium, north bleachers and the northeast corner (sections 121 and 122), men’s and women’s locker rooms, a player’s lounge and ofﬁces both replaced with high-end club seating (1,876 total). The second for athletic administration and coaches. was a combination of renovating a good portion of the existing Dal Construction on the project actually began in November 1990, Ward Athletic Center (built in 1991) and building a massive new with the demolition of the old team house building, which had structure that would be named the Champions Center. The third stood in the north end of Folsom Field since its erection in 1967. and ﬁnal phase was a long-awaited Indoor Practice Facility (IPF) The foundation was dug and concrete poured over the next couple that would also include a state-of-the-art 300-meter track. of months, with construction of the actual building starting in All three phases took less than two years to complete through February 1991. The structure was available for the football team’s the combined efforts of Populous (the designer) and Mortenson use by mid-August, with the remainder of the building completed Construction, with an ofﬁcial dedication on February 26, 2016 that later that fall. was hosted by CU graduate and long-time ESPN college football The building is named for Dallas Ward, the football coach who reporter Chris Fowler. led CU into the Big Seven Conference in 1948. Ward was the head coach for the Buffaloes for 11 seasons (1948-1958), compiling a 63-41-6 record, which made him the third-winningest coach in CU history at the time. His teams, noted for the single wing offense, were a constant threat to Oklahoma’s supremacy in the Big Seven Conference. The tile roof, native stone walls and traditional Italinate architecture were selected to compliment the style of the Boulder campus, and it also established a new sense of entry to the campus coming from the north. The building features a dramatic two story entry and lobby space with a grand staircase. In 1999, a state-of- the-art video replay board, known as “BuffVision,” replaced the original scoreboard. “We have built something that will truly give our athletes a chance to compete with the best,” then-athletic director Bill Marolt said. The building was designed by the architectural ﬁrm of Sink Combs Dethlefs of Denver, with construction performed by Gerald H. Phipps, Inc. But over the course of time, as is often the case with many new buildings, the needs of athletics and the football program outgrew what the Dal Ward Center could provide. Sure, there were a few tweaks and minor remodeling through the years, but as part of the ACE, there was a 37,000-square foot renovation that included the addition of men’s and women’s Olympic sports locker rooms, expansion of the Herbst Academic Center and a new weight room. The former athletic director’s ofﬁces were converted into a leadership development program suite and a Touchdown Club created overlooking Folsom Field. CHAMPIONS CENTER The jewel of the ACE was no doubt the construction of the state-of-the-art Champions Center, a 212,000-square foot, six- story structure erected on the northeast corner of Folsom Field. The building houses new football ofﬁces, almost all of the athletic administration and Olympic sport coaches, new areas for sports DAL WARD ATHLETIC CENTER medicine, strength and conditioning and equipment, meeting The 1990-91 athletic season was a landmark one for the rooms, a dining facility and a rooftop terrace for game days and University of Colorado in two areas. The year produced two year-round special events. national championships, CU’s ﬁrst in football and its 14th at the There are ﬁve hydrotherapy pools (hot, cold, treadmill and two time in skiing, and the men’s basketball team reached the NIT recovery), the weight room spans 11,285 square feet and massive Final Four. That was also the year that the magniﬁcent Dal Ward meeting rooms that are comfortable and not cramped. The second Athletic Center became a reality. ﬂoor also houses a Sports Medicine and Performance Center that is The entire construction process was completed in less than nine open to the public and provides medical services on game day that months, from ground-breaking in December 1990, to completion few if any other stadiums offer in the nation, college or pro. The 13 maintained through the years is one of the reasons the CU campus always is at or near the top of the list of the most beautiful in the nation.) INDOOR PRACTICE FACILITY When inclement weather hit during the fall or during spring practices, there were two choices prior to 2016: practice inside Balch Fieldhouse, or since 2006, an erected bubble-like complex that stood on the west practice ﬁeld for six months out of the year. But that all changed with the third phase of the ACE, which added a 108,000-square foot, net zero energy (NZE) indoor practice facility (IPF), easily one of the best-ever constructed in college athletics. The facility can serve all sports programs, has a 90-foot maximum clear height to aid the kicking game, and has a six-lane, 300-meter competition-venue track allows CU to host IAFF and NCAA-sanctioned indoor track events. There are 2,604 solar panels on the roof that create approximately 1,200 MWh/year of power generation. A 534-space underground parking garage below the IPF was constructed and will be a boon to the game day experience for CU fans. The ﬁnal part of this phase was the re-sodding of Franklin Field, a 106,000-square-foot outdoor grass practice ﬁeld adjacent to the IPF that is the outdoor practice home for the Buffaloes. Less than one month after it opened, the Bleacher Report came out with its list of the top 15 indoor football practice facilities in the nation, and Colorado’s was included among them. The only other Pac-12 school was Oregon, and most of the others were at southern schools, likely built to deal with oppressive heat, hurricanes and tornadoes. rooftop terrace offers stunning panoramic views of Boulder’s signature Flatirons as well as all the way out to the peaks of the Continental Divide. “Our vision of sustainable excellence is about transforming opportunity,” said athletic director Rick George, who spearheaded the project from the very start of his tenure (construction started none months to the day of his ﬁrst on the job). “In achieving this vision, each student-athlete that takes the ﬁeld in black and gold will do so bolstered with the knowledge that we’ve provided them with every resource necessary to be successful – both in competition and in life beyond graduation.” The Mortenson design/build team completed the fast-paced project without signiﬁcant disruption to daily campus activity. The facility was also designed with bricks, mortar and masonry work in the familiar CU style of architecture – Tuscan vernacular. That style was adopted for the campus nearly 100 years ago, to be reminiscent of the hill towns around Florence and Siena, Italy. (The consistency 14 Aerial view of CU’s Indoor Practice Facility, with the new Champions Center to its left. The following people/families sponsored major areas in the Champions Center or upgrades in the Dal Ward Athletic Center (all in the Champions Center unless noted; as of August 1, 2019): Heidi Rothberg Sports Medicine Center (football) Dick Lewis, Dean Pisani & Don DeLuzio Bill McCartney Football Operations Center (fourth floor) Crawford Family Head Coach’s Suite (fourth floor) and Crawford Club (third floor dining hall and club room) Nessinger Family Foundation Team Lounge (in football locker room) Bruce & Marcy Benson Hydrotherapy Room (in Rothberg Sports Medicine Center) Petry & Harrington Family Auditorium (large team meeting room) Dave & Deb DeCook Terrace (fourth level outdoor terrace) Patrick & Lisa Williams Staff Conference Room (fourth floor) Allan R. Goetz Athletic Director’s Suite (fifth floor) Gary & Terie Roubos Athletic Director’s Ofﬁce Suite (fourth level) Eric & Kim Belcher Rooftop Lounge (sixth level) Bruce Bocina Legacy Hall (outside team locker room) Sklar Family Indoor Track (in the Indoor Practice Facility) Bob & Nancy Ariano Ring Room (in football locker room) Hoover Family Leadership & Career Development Suite (Dal Ward) Clancy A. Herbst Academic Center (Dal Ward) Richard Knowlton Sports Medicine Center (Dal Ward) Rick & Nancy George Women’s Olympic Sports Locker Suite (Dal Ward) William G. & Lila J. Stewart Champions Center Fifth Floor (administrative offices) Dan, Laurie, Seth & Cole Ivanoff Champions Center Third Floor (meeting rooms, dining hall) C.R. “Dick” Stevenson Family Indoor Practice Field Jim & Lin Loftus Football Recruiting Lounge (fourth floor) Paul & Brenda Lilly Cross Country, Track & Field Ofﬁces (fifth floor) 15 mascot/nickname The University of Colorado has one of the more unique mascots in all of intercollegiate athletics, a real buffalo named Ralphie. The tradition celebrated its 50th anniversary during the 2017 season. The live buffalo leads the football team out on the ﬁeld both at the start of the game and second half. It is truly one of the special sights that exist anywhere in college or professional sports, especially for opposing teams, who often stop in their tracks watching the massive buffalo round the end zone and head directly at their sideline. The buffalo ﬁrst appeared in 1934, three weeks after a contest to select an ofﬁcial school nickname by the Silver & Gold newspaper had come to an end and “Buffaloes” was the winning entry. For the ﬁnal game of the ‘34 season, a group of students paid $25 to rent a buffalo calf along with a real cowboy as his keeper. The calf was the Today son of Killer, a famed bison at Trails End Ranch in Fort Collins. It took the cowboy and four students to keep the calf under control on the sidelines, a 7-0 win at the University of Denver on Thanksgiving Day. Prior to 1934, CU athletic teams usually were referred to as the “Silver and Gold,” but other nicknames teams were sometimes called included Silver Helmets, Yellow Jackets, Hornets, Arapahoes, Big Horns, Grizzlies and Frontiersmen. The student newspaper decided to supporter Mahlon White donated him to the school, and it was cared sponsor a national contest in the summer of 1934, with a $5 prize to go for by a men’s honorary. to the author of the winning selection. Entries, over 1,000 in all, arrived A few years passed between a live mascot on the sideline and the from almost every state in the union. Athletic Director Harry Carlson, tradition Colorado fans have come to know so well. In 1966, John graduate manager Walter Franklin and Kenneth Bundy of the Silver and Lowery, the father of a CU freshman from Lubbock, Texas, donated to Gold were the judges. the school a six-month old buffalo calf from Sedgewick, Colo., and ﬁrst Local articles ﬁrst reported that Claude Bates of New Madrid, Mo., appeared on Oct. 1, 1966 when the Buffs defeated Kansas State, 10-0. and James Profﬁtt of Cincinnati, Ohio, were co-winners for the prize For a while, she was billed as “Rraalph,” but the origin of the name as both submitted “Buffaloes” as their entry. But 10 days later, the is in some doubt. Some say it was given by the student body after newspaper declared Boulder resident Andrew Dickson the winner, sounds she allegedly made while running and snorting; others say it after a follow-up revealed his submission of “Buffaloes” had actually was named for Ralph Jay Wallace, the junior class president at the arrived several days before those of the original winners. Through time; and the original handlers will tell a third version. Regardless, an the years, synonyms which quickly came into use included “Bisons,” astute fan soon discovered that the buffalo was in fact a female, thus “Buffs,” “Thundering Herd,” “Stampeding Herd,” “Golden Avalanche,” the name alteration to Ralphie. and “Golden Buffaloes.” The initial tradition was for CU’s ﬁve sophomore class ofﬁcers to run Live buffaloes made appearances at CU games on and off through the buffalo around the stadium in a full loop. They would pick her up the years, usually in a pen on the ﬁeld or sometimes driven around in a from caretaker C.D. “Buddy” Hays, who kept her at the Green Mountain cage; in the 1940s, the school kept a baby buffalo in a special pen at the Riding Stables during the season at Hidden Valley Ranch in the off University Riding Academy. The ﬁrst named buffalo was “Mr. Chips,” season. The ofﬁcers would run her for two hours in the morning to tire who appeared for the ﬁrst time at the 1957 CU Days kickoff rally, as her a bit to keep her under control by the time the game started. At the conclusion of the run, the fans would break into the “Buffalo Stomp,” which would literally shake the stadium in deafening fashion as the team took the ﬁeld. But CU ofﬁcials soon had the tradition stopped because of the actual physical damage it was causing. Around that same time, head coach Eddie Crowder was approached with the idea the charging buffalo running out on the ﬁeld before the game with the team behind right her. Crowder thought it was a great idea, and the debut of this great tradition took place on Sept. 16, 1967, and was celebrated with a 27-7 win over Baylor and the tradition was here to stay. The ﬁve sophomores appointed themselves as the board of directors of a fundraising effort to bring Ralphie to the ’67 Bluebonnet Bowl in Houston, raising the necessary money through selling stock. (Eventually, those who had training in working with a wild animal eventually replaced the sophomores.) Ralphie attended every CU home football game for 13 years (including all bowls), and retired at the end of the 1978 season. CU’s ﬁrst Ralphie achieved nationally celebrity status, and was even kidnapped in 1970 by some Air Force Academy students as well as being named the school’s 1971 Homecoming Queen at the height of the anti-establishment era. In 1976, The Bank of Boulder and its president Steve Bosley, proposed to Crowder they would do a fundraiser to send Ralphie I to the Orange Bowl Game with Ohio State. 16 When a reporter asked Bosley how Ralphie would travel to Miami, he explained that the information was top secret since CU was concerned that Ohio State students would try to kidnap (or “buffalo-nap”) Ralphie. The story of the potential “buffalo-napping” made newspapers nationwide, featuring a picture of Ralphie in full charge with her handlers. The story stimulated over $25,000 in donations. Ralphie’s trip to the Orange Bowl cost $2,500, and the balance was put into a fund for Ralphie’s future care. In 1978, when the original Ralphie became ill, Bosley organized a search for a new buffalo headed by Buddy Hays. Hays discovered a calf named Moon, short for Moonshine, which was owned by Gregg Mackenzie. Bosley, The Bank of Boulder, and bank director Robert Confer bought Moonshine from Mackenzie for $1,000 and donated her to the university. Since “Ralphie” had become the well-known and popular name of the buffalo, then- athletic director Eddie Crowder made it permanent. Ralphie II made her ﬁrst appearance at CU’s ﬁnal home game of the 1978 season. At age 12, after serving the Buffs Ralphies IV and V together in November 2007 for 10 years, she passed away on Sept. 19, 1987, following a 31-17 CU win over Stanford. service as caretaker in May 2000. His assistant, Ted Davis, assumed the Ralphie III, donated by the C-Club, was pressed into action earlier program duties for the next year, while long-time CU supporters Dale than anticipated, as she had been in training for the 1988 season. and Lynn Johnson housed Ralphie for the following season. Originally named “Tequila,” she made her debut on Nov. 7, 1987, when In 2001, two former Ralphie Handlers and CU graduates, Ben Frei the Buffs beat Missouri, 27-10. After over 10 years of service, she passed and Kevin Priola, took over as volunteer directors of the program. away in January 1998, at the age of 13. Together they coordinated the selection and managing of up to 15 Ralphie IV was donated to the university by media and sports student handlers along with all aspects of training. The overall program entrepreneur Ted Turner in 1998. Born in April 1997 on the Flying was managed from 1994-2013 by Gail Pederson, the CU Athletic D Ranch in Gallatin Gateway, Montana, which is a part of Turner Department’s Chief of Staff. Ranches, she was named “Rowdy” by ranch hands. She was Ralphie IV made her debut against Colorado State at Mile High separated from her mother when she was about a month old and Stadium in Denver on September 5, 1998. She appeared at six bowl was literally found in the jaws of a coyote with bite marks around games and four Big 12 Championship games. In November 2007, her neck. She survived the attack and was bottle-fed by the hands for “Ralphie’s Salute To A New Era” was held, where Ralphie IV was semi- four months. She was released back to the herd but wouldn’t bond retired and a 14-month old Ralphie V was ofﬁcially introduced to the with them, so the ranch hands took her back in and fed her grasses public. Ralphie IV’s last game was the 2008 season opener, as she led and grain. It was then that she was donated to CU as a yearling early CU on to the ﬁeld one last time, again versus CSU in Denver. She died in the spring of 1998. on March 19, 2017, due to liver failure just one month shy of turning 20. John Parker, who trained and housed both Ralphie II and III and Ralphie V, known as “Blackout,” (she was the darkest calf in the supervised the early training of Ralphie IV, retired after 12 years of herd), also from a Ted Turner Ranch, the Vermejo Park Ranch in New Mexico, was donated to the university in January 2007 as a 325- pound, four-month old calf. She made her debut on April 19, 2008 at CU’s annual spring game (which drew a record 17,800 spectators) and her regular season debut ﬁve months later on Sept. 6 at Folsom Field. She will be 12 years old this September and has reached full maturity, weighs in at approximately 1,200 pounds and as with all buffalo, can reach speeds up to 25 miles per hour (which she reached during her run around Folsom Field). The Ralphie Live Mascot Program as it is formally known is currently under the direction of program manager John Graves, longtime coach Ben Frei and assistant coach Taylor Stratton, all of whom were handlers when they were CU students. RALPHIE STATS: The ﬁve Ralphies have led the Buffaloes on to the ﬁeld for 348 games (not including spring games): 293 home games, 24 bowl games, 18 Rocky Mountain Showdowns in Denver, nine regular season road games and four Big 12 Championship games. NOTE: In 2016, President Barack Obama signed into law a bill that declared the bison as the ofﬁcial “National Mammal of the United States.” 17 HEAD COACH MEL TUCKER Mel Tucker was named the 26th full-time head football coach at the University of Colorado on December 5, 2018. He came to CU from the University of Georgia, where he spent the previous three years as the defensive coordinator and secondary coach for the Bulldogs. Tucker, 47, replaced Mike MacIntyre, who was dismissed as CU’s head coach after coaching the Buffaloes for six seasons. This is his ﬁrst collegiate head coaching position. He is not the ﬁrst to be hired at Colorado with no previous collegiate head coaching experience, though he does have ﬁve games in the National Football League as an interim head coach. In the modern era (post-World War II), he joins an impressive list in Dal Ward (1948), Sonny Grandelius (1959), Eddie Crowder (1963), Bill McCartney (1982), Rick Neuheisel (1995) and Jon Embree (2011) as full-time coaches who were previously assistants. McCartney, of course, went on to become CU’s all-time winningest coach with a 93-55-5 record over 13 seasons, and all but Embree had winning records. Tucker enjoyed a tremendous run at Georgia, where he was instrumental in the Bulldogs compiling a 32-9 record along with winning the school’s ﬁrst Southeastern Conference championship in 12 years when UGA defeated Auburn in the league’s 2017 title game. One of the staff’s top recruiters, 247Sports.com ranked him as the No. 14 recruiter in the nation based off the class he helped UGA sign ahead of the 2018 season. Georgia’s defense is currently ranked in the top 25 in several key categories, most notably in total defense (13th, 311.2 yards allowed per game), passing defense (15th, 180.5 per game) and scoring defense (15th, 18.5 points per outing). In the 2018 SEC Championship game in which Alabama rallied to win, 35-28, his Bulldog defense held the Crimson Tide scoreless in the ﬁrst quarter for the ﬁrst time all season, forced a UA season-high four three-and-outs (in 12 possessions) and held its Heisman Trophy candidate, quarterback Tua Tagovailoa, to a season-worst 92.3 rating. His defenses were dialed in on third down, as the Tide was 8-of-25 in the last two games against UGA, dating back to the 2018 national championship game which Alabama also rallied to win, 26-23, in overtime. In 2017, Tucker was part of the UGA staff that led the Bulldogs to a school record-tying 13 victories, along with the school’s ﬁrst SEC championship since 2005 and ﬁrst appearances in the College Football Playoff (and victory, which was over Oklahoma in the Rose Bowl/CFP semiﬁnal game) and in the College Football Playoff Championship game. Georgia’s defense ﬁnished second in the SEC and sixth nationally in both scoring defense (16.4 ppg) and in total defense (294.9 ypg), while also ﬁnishing second in the conference in rushing defense. One of his players, Roquan Smith, won the Butkus Award as the nation’s top linebacker. In his ﬁrst year at UGA, Tucker guided a Bulldog defense that ranked among the nation’s top 20 units in total defense, passing defense, turnovers gained and ﬁrst down defense. Tucker was named UGA defensive coordinator and secondary coach in January 2016, just days after winning a national championship with Alabama (which defeated Clemson 45-40 in the CFP title game). He spent that 2015 season serving as assistant head coach and defensive backs coach for the Crimson Tide, the third time he was hired by Nick Saban. Saban gave Tucker his start in the coaching profession in 1997 when he hired him as a graduate assistant at Michigan State. He spent two seasons there, working with the defensive backs directly under another highly successful collegiate head coach in Mark Dantonio, who eventually would be named the Spartans’ head coach. Tucker spent the 1999 season as defensive backs coach at Miami (Ohio) under Coach Terry Hoeppner. In 2000, Tucker returned to work with Saban at Louisiana State for one Tucker as interim head coach with the Tennessee Titans. 18 season before joining Jim Tressel’s staff at Ohio State for the next four years (2001-04). While in Columbus, the Buckeyes went 14-0 in 2002 and won the BCS National Championship in a thrilling overtime win over Miami, Fla. In his last season there, Tucker was elevated to co- defensive coordinator. At Ohio State, he recruited four players who would eventually be ﬁrst round NFL Draft selections and the 2006 Heisman Trophy winner, quarterback Troy Smith. In 2005, an opportunity emerged for him to coach in the National Football League with his hometown Cleveland Browns. The team’s new head coach, Romeo Crennel, had come over from his duties as New England’s defensive coordinator and hired Tucker to coach the secondary. After three seasons tutoring the Browns’ defensive backs, he was promoted to defensive coordinator. In that 2008 season, the Browns were second in the NFL with 23 interceptions and ranked 16th in scoring defense (21.9 points per game). For his four seasons overall with Cleveland, the Browns ranked ﬁfth in the league with 73 interceptions, seventh in passing yards allowed and gave up the fourth-fewest completions of 25-plus yards. Tucker moved on to the Jacksonville Jaguars in 2009, when Jack Del Rio hired him as his defensive coordinator and Tucker’s junior year college portrait. secondary coach; the following two years, he strictly coordinated the defense while consulting at all positions (called “walk arounds”). Near the end of his third year with the Jaguars, he was promoted to interim head coach for the ﬁnal ﬁve games in 2011 after Del Rio was dismissed; he coached Jacksonville to a 2-3 record to end the season. Despite the team owning an overall 5-11 record, the Jags were sixth in the league in total defense that season, surrendering just 313 yards per game. He would return as the Jaguars assistant head coach and defensive coordinator for the 2012 season under Mike Mularkey. He was hired by Chicago Bear head coach Marc Trestman in 2013, where he would spend his last two seasons in the pro ranks. In all, he worked 10 years in the NFL, including seven as a defensive coordinator. A 1995 graduate of the University of Wisconsin with his bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Business Management, he was a member of the ﬁrst recruiting class for Tucker as a college defensive back at Wisconsin. Coach Barry Alvarez. He lettered three times at both cornerback and safety from 1990-94 and was on the Badgers’ 1993 Big Ten champion team that defeated UCLA Mel Tucker Year-By-Year Coaching Record Overall Pac-12 Conference Season School W L Pct. Pts Opp W L Pct. Pts Opp Finish/Conf. 2019 Colorado ................................. 0 0 .000 0 0 0 0 .000 0 0 …………… Colorado & Career Totals ................. 0 0 .000 0 0 0 0 .000 0 0 As a GA at Michigan State (Big Ten; 2 seasons, 1997-98) 13-11 1 bowl (0-1) As an assistant with Jacksonville (NFL, 4 seasons, 2009-11)…… 20-39 As an assistant at Miami-Ohio (MAC; 1 season, 1999) 7- 4 As interim head coach with Jacksonville (NFL, 1 season, 2011)… 2- 3 As an assistant at Louisiana State (SEC; 1 season, 2000) 8- 4 1 bowl (1-0) As an assistant with Chicago (NFL, 2 seasons, 2013-14)………... 13-19 As an assistant at Ohio State (Big Ten; 4 seasons, 2001-04) 40-11 4 bowl (3-1) As an assistant at Alabama (SEC, 1 season, 2015)……………… 14- 1 2 bowl (2-0) As an assistant with Cleveland (NFL; 4 seasons, 2005-08) 24-40 As an assistant at Georgia (SEC, 3 seasons, 2016-18)…………… 32- 9 3 bowl (2-1) 19 in the Rose Bowl, 21-16. As a sophomore, he made a game-saving hit NFL FIRST ROUNDERS—Tucker has coached ﬁve NFL ﬁrst round in the end zone with time running out that preserved a 19-16 win at draft picks along with recruiting four others: Minnesota; as a senior, he played the Buffaloes in Boulder, though UW Coached: CB Chris Gamble (Ohio State; No. 28 overall pick by left town with a 55-17 loss to a CU team that would ﬁnish No. 3 in the Carolina, 2004 Draft); nation. He had 47 tackles and four pass deﬂections in his career (he CB Donte Whitner (Ohio State; No. 6, Buffalo, 2006); missed his junior season after breaking a leg in fall camp). Tucker was a member of Alvarez’ ﬁrst recruiting class at Wisconsin, CB Marlon Humphrey (Alabama; No. 16, Baltimore, 2017); and remains close to this day with several teammates who have gone S Minkah Fitzpatrick (Alabama; No. 11, Miami, 2018); on to make their marks in college athletics, including Troy Vincent LB Roquan Smith (Georgia; No. 8, Chicago, 2018) (the NFL executive vice president for football operations), Chris Recruited: WR Ted Ginn, Jr. (Ohio State; No. 9, Miami, 2007); Ballard (Indianapolis Colts general manager), Darrell Bevell (longtime WR Anthony Gonzalez (Ohio State; No. 32, Indianapolis, 2007); NFL offensive coordinator with Minnesota and Seattle), Joe Rudolph CB Vernon Gholston (Ohio State; No. 6, N.Y. Jets, 2008); (Wisconsin’s associate head coach and offensive coordinator) and Duer Sharp (former commissioner of the Southwestern Athletic CB/S Malcolm Jenkins (Ohio State; No. 14, New Orleans, 2009). Conference). COACHING EXPERIENCE He was born Melvin Tucker II on Jan. 4, 1972 in Cleveland, Ohio, 1997-98 Michigan State Graduate Assistant (defense) and graduated from Cleveland Heights High School, where he was an all-state performer in football and an all-conference basketball player 1999 Miami, Ohio Defensive Backs (the Cleveland Plain Dealer twice named him to its all-scholastic 2000 Louisiana State Defensive Backs team). He is married to the former JoEllyn Haynesworth, who earned 2001-03 Ohio State Defensive Backs her undergraduate degree at the University of Illinois and her law 2004 Ohio State Co-Defensive Coordinator/ degree from Rutgers University. The couple has two sons born on the Defensive Backs same day (Feb. 18) two years apart, Joseph (17) and Christian (15). 2005-07 Cleveland (NFL) Defensive Backs AT-A-GLANCE—Tucker has coached in a total of 314 football 2008 Cleveland (NFL) Defensive Coordinator games in his career (0 as a collegiate head coach; 5 as an interim NFL 2009 Jacksonville (NFL) Defensive Coordinator/Secondary head coach): 154 in NCAA Division I/FBS (130 as a full-time assistant 2010-11 Jacksonville (NFL) Defensive Coordinator and another 24 as a grad assistant at Michigan State); plus 160 in the 2011 Jacksonville (NFL) Interim Head Coach National Football League, 155 as an assistant coach (64 games with 2012 Jacksonville (NFL) Assistant Head Coach/ Cleveland, 64 with Jacksonville, 32 with Chicago). He has coached in 11 bowl games/postseason championships: 1997 Aloha, 2000 Peach, Defensive Coordinator 2002 Outback, 2003 Fiesta/BCS National Championship, 2004 Fiesta, 2013-14 Chicago (NFL) Defensive Coordinator 2004 Alamo, 2015 Cotton/CFP Semiﬁnal, 2016 CFP title game, 2016 2015 Alabama Assistant Head Coach/ Liberty, 2018 Rose/CFP Semiﬁnal, 2018 CFP/National Championship. Defensive Backs 2016-18 Georgia Defensive Coordinator/Secondary Tucker (with athletic director Rick George) at his introductory press conference 20 WHAT THEY ARE SAYING ABOUT MEL TUCKER NICK SABAN University of Alabama Head Coach (2007-present) “I’ve known Mel for well over 20 years and he is one of the brightest coaches in our profession. I think he will do an outstanding job as the head coach of the Colorado Buffaloes. They are getting a guy with a great personality, who knows college football, works hard each and every day, and does it with a tremendous amount of enthusiasm and positive energy.” KIRBY SMART University of Georgia Head Football Coach (2016-present) “When I came to Georgia in December of 2015, one of my top priorities was to bring Mel Tucker in as defensive coordinator. He is an exceptional coach, coordinator and trusted friend. He has a great combination of college experience, time in the NFL and has been a remarkable mentor to our players. Mel has been one of the major influences in the success we have had and we will certainly miss him. But I look forward to following his career and the opportunity he has at Colorado.” BARRY ALVAREZ Wisconsin Athletic Director (Tucker’s Head Coach, 1990-94) “Mel was a part of my first recruiting class at Wisconsin and helped us turn the program around. He is an outstanding individual and a really good football person. His background, the people and the programs he has worked for and the success he’s been a part of is very impressive. He’s been successful at both the NFL and college level. He is truly a quality individual and the people at Colorado are going to love Mel.” ROMEO CRENNEL Houston Texans Defensive Coordinator / Cleveland Browns (2005-08) “Congratulations to Mel Tucker and the Colorado Buffaloes on a fantastic hire. Mel is a great coach with a proven track record of success, but he’s also a tremendous person with a great family that will represent the university with nothing but class. I look forward to seeing the program he will build at Colorado and wish him the best of luck.” JIM TRESSEL Ohio State Head Coach (2001-10) “Mel Tucker is a special communicator, a family man, and a superb football coach. The Buffalo Football Family will thrive under Mel’s leadership. A man with high expectations for himself and his student-athletes, Colorado Football will enjoy a terrific recruiter, football strategist, and an “all-in” member of the community. (ALL GOOD WISHES, Coach Mel!”) CHRIS FOWLER Colorado Alum (’86), ESPN College Football Personality (1990-present) “Mel Tucker is a strong, inspired choice to lead the Buffs’ football program. I’ve spent a lot of time around the UGA program and have been impressed with his football savvy, communication skills, and recruiting talents. He has worked very hard for this opportunity and I believe he will seize it and succeed.” JOEL KLATT Colorado Alum (’05), FOX Sports College Football Personality (2013-present) “Coach Tucker is one of the most respected coaches in the industry with a long track record of success coaching with the best college football and the NFL have to offer. Beloved by his players, Coach Tucker has a rare ability to connect with and motivate today’s athlete. His defenses and teams have been some of the most successful, and more importantly, toughest teams in the sport. (Welcome to the Buff Family, coach!) BRIAN IWUH Former Buff Linebacker (’05), Jacksonville Jaguar (2009) “Mel was great, a very good coach, just a solid guy who tells it like it is. I enjoyed playing for Mel. He got along with all of us, everybody liked him and was fond of him. His big thing was, ‘scoop and score.’ He always wanted the defense to make an impact. Get after the ball, let’s score on defense.” JOHN WOOTEN Former Buff (’58)/College Football Hall of Fame Inductee (After learning Tucker was hired) “Today, I am as happy as I was when we beat Clemson to win the 1957 Orange Bowl. Mel Tucker has been one of the top people in football as a coach and is a top quality person. Our families go back a long, long time. This is a sensational young man, a man of integrity just like his father. I am so excited that Rick George and the CU leadership believe Mel is the right person for the job. I would have told them so ahead of time … I am just thrilled with this.” PAUL POSLUSZNY Penn State’s Two-Time Bednarik Award Winner, Former Jacksonville Jaguar “I believe that Coach Tucker will absolutely make a great head coach, especially at the collegiate level. He has great command, presence, and he’s very influential. He’s very structured, detailed, and organized as well. I would have run through a brick wall if he asked me to.” (Posluszny was just the second player to win the Chuck Bednarik Award twice (2005-06), and also won the 2005 Butkus Award) 21 the assistant coaches JAY JOHNSON Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks Jay Johnson is in his ﬁrst year on the and three Division I-AA playoff appearances (3-3 record) his sophomore through Colorado staff as the offensive coordina- senior seasons (1990-92). Playing for coach Terry Allen, Johnson set numerous tor and quarterbacks coach, as he was school records at the time in completing 504 of 970 passes for 8,341 yards, with one of the ﬁrst two coaches hired by new 60 touchdowns against 35 interceptions (a 137.4 NCAA rating). UNI was 12-2 his CU head coach Mel Tucker, joining the senior year, reached the I-AA semiﬁnals and was ranked No. 3 in the ﬁnal coach- Buffalo staff on Dec. 11, 2018. es poll of the season. A captain for the Panthers as both a junior and senior, a Johnson, 49, is a veteran coach and teammate was future Pro Football Hall of Fame quarterback Kurt Warner, who administrator of 24 seasons, including took over for him for the 1993 season. nine as an offensive coordinator at three After his collegiate playing days, he moved to Columbia, Mo., to attend grad- previous Football Bowl Subdivision insti- uate school at the University of Missouri and simultaneously began his coaching tutions in addition to coaching quarter- career in 1993 as an assistant coach at the city’s largest high school, Hickman. backs, running backs and tight ends as The following spring, he was a graduate assistant for the Tigers while ﬁnishing a position coach. He came to Colorado his degree. from the University of Georgia, where he His ﬁrst full-time position soon followed, as he was the offensive and re- spent the 2017 and 2018 seasons as the cruiting coordinator at Division III Augsburg (Minn.) College in the fall of 1994. offensive analyst for quality control. He would spend the next two seasons (1995-96) back in the state of Missouri At Georgia, he assisted in all off-ﬁeld as the offensive coordinator at Truman State, where the Bulldogs were proliﬁc phases of game planning and recruiting, on offense, averaging over 400 yards and 30 points on offense his two years in helping the Bulldogs to an overall record of 24-4 in his two years on Kirby Smart’s Kirksville. staff. UGA won the 2018 Rose Bowl/CFP semiﬁnal over Oklahoma in a wild 54- He then “crossed state lines” and became a graduate assistant at the Univer- 48 double overtime thriller, advancing to the College Football Playoff Champion- sity of Kansas for the 1997 and 1998 seasons, where he was reunited with his col- ship game, where Alabama had to rally to defeat Georgia in overtime, 26-23. lege head coach at UNI, Terry Allen; he had the responsibility of developing the He joined the Georgia staff from the University of Minnesota, where he spent quarterbacks and helping KU enter the computer age in the area of breakdowns the 2016 season as the Gophers’ offensive coordinator and quarterbacks coach, and analysis. Allen promoted him to a full-time coach in charge of the quarter- calling the plays for head coach Tracy Claeys. UM posted a 9-4 record which backs in 1999, and in 2001 switched him to running backs coach, with Johnson included a 17-12 win over Washington State in the Holiday Bowl as the Gophers also working heavily with the special teams all three seasons in Lawrence. averaged their third highest point total – 29.3 – on offense in 70 seasons. After taking a year off from coaching in 2002, he was named tight ends As the University of Louisiana’s (former UL-Lafayette) offensive coordinator coach and recruiting coordinator at Southern Mississippi under its longtime and quarterbacks coach for ﬁve seasons (2011-15), the Ragin’ Cajuns were one head coach, Jeff Bower for the 2003 season. Johnson then coached the running of the most electrifying offenses annually in the nation. Louisiana constantly backs in 2004, and in 2005, he took the reins as offensive coordinator for the ranked in the top 30 in most major offensive categories, often higher in red zone next three seasons, the ﬁnal three years of Bower’s 18-year run as the Golden efﬁciency, as in 2012 ULL led the nation with a 94.8 percentage (55 scores in Eagles head coach. In his ﬁnal season there, USM established a school record 58 tries; 44 touchdowns and no turnovers). He coached quarterbacks Blaine for total offense, eclipsing the 5,000-yard mark for the ﬁrst time in ﬁnishing with Gautier and Terrance Broadway to top 20 ﬁnishes in passing efﬁciency and was 5,066 yards. part of 40 victories, which included four straight 9-4 campaigns. Johnson graduated from Northern Iowa in 1992 with a bachelor’s degree In one season as Central Michigan’s quarterbacks coach, he tutored Ryan in Science (minor in Coaching), earning his way on the Dean’s List. While in Radcliff to top 15 rankings in passing yards and the Chippewas to the No. 17 Columbia, he received his Master’s Exercise Sciences from the Missouri, with an passing offense in the nation. He had gone to CMU from the University of Lou- emphasis in exercise physiology, earning the Superior Graduate Achievement isville, where he was one of the ﬁrst in the nation to work in quality control in Award with a perfect 4.0 cumulative grade point average. the collegiate ranks in 2008 (the role ﬁrst developed years earlier in the National He was born September 18, 1969 in Austin, Minn., and graduated from Lakev- Football League). He returned to the ﬁeld in 2009 as the Cardinals’ tight ends ille (Minn.) High School, where he lettered in football, basketball and baseball. coach, also assisting in all facets of special teams. He is married to the former Lori Johnson, and the couple has a son, Cole (17). He was a three-time All-Gateway Conference performer at quarterback for Northern Iowa, leading the Panthers to a 31-8 record, three conference titles AT-A-GLANCE—He has coached and/or worked as a quality control specialist in 239 Division I-A (FBS) games as a full-timer (139-103 record), including 12 bowl COACHING EXPERIENCE games (2003 Liberty, 2004 New Orleans, 2005 New Orleans, 2006 GMAC, 2007 1993 Hickman H.S. (Columbia) Assistant Coach (quarterbacks, PapaJohns.com, 2011 New Orleans, 2012 New Orleans, 2013 New Orleans, 2014 receivers, secondary) New Orleans, 2016 Holiday, 2017 Rose/CFP Semiﬁnal, 2017 CFP Championship). 1994 Missouri Graduate Assistant (offense; spring only) 1994 Augsburg (Minn.) College Offensive Coordinator/ Recruiting Coordinator 1995-96 Truman State Offensive Coordinator 1997-98 Kansas Graduate Assistant (offense) 1999-2000 Kansas Quarterbacks 2001 Kansas Running Backs 2003 Southern Mississippi Running Backs 2004 Southern Mississippi Tight Ends 2005-07 Southern Mississippi Offensive Coordinator/ Quarterbacks 2008 Louisville Quality Control/Offense 2009 Louisville Tight Ends 2010 Central Michigan Quarterbacks 2011-15 Louisiana Offensive Coordinator/ Quarterbacks 2016 Minnesota Offensive Coordinator/ Quarterbacks 2017-18 Georgia Quality Control/Offense 2019- Colorado Offensive Coordinator/ Quarterbacks 22 TYSON SUMMERS Defensive Coordinator/Safeties Tyson Summers is in his first year on the player of the year and first AP All-American (second-team) since it joined the AAC in Colorado staff as the defensive coordinator 1996. One of his linebackers, Terrance Plummer, earned back-to-back All-AAC honors; and safeties coach, as he was one of the first safety Clayton Geathers was a fourth-round pick by Indianapolis in the 2015 NFL Draft, two coaches hired by new CU head coach and another defensive back, Brandon Alexander is playing for Winnipeg in the Canadian Mel Tucker, joining the Buffalo staff on Dec. Football League. 11, 2018. He moved to UCF from the University of Alabama-Birmingham, where he worked He came to Colorado from the University for five seasons (2007-11). He coached the linebackers his first four years there, switching of Georgia, where he spent the last year and over to tutor the safeties in his final year there, when he also took on additional duties as a half as a defensive analyst for quality con- the co-special teams coordinator. trol. While in Athens, the Bulldogs won two In 2006, he had his first stint at Georgia Southern, coaching the safeties. That had Southeastern Conference East Division titles, followed two years as a graduate assistant, in 2004 at Troy University and in 2005 at the the 2017 SEC championship and the College University of Georgia, where he was a member of the Bulldog staff that won the South- Football Playoff semifinal to earn the oppor- eastern Conference championship. tunity to play for the national championship. Summers lettered four years (1998-2001) at linebacker at Presbyterian College, where Summers, 39, is returning to the Cen- he earned All-South Atlantic Conference honors as a sophomore and was a team cap- tennial State where he spent the 2015 season tain as a senior. He graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Political Science in 2002; after in Fort Collins at Colorado State, also as the coaching the defensive backs at his high school alma mater that fall, his first full-time Rams defensive coordinator and safeties position was at Presbyterian in 2003, also working with the secondary. coach under its first-year coach and former Bulldog, Mike Bobo. The CSU defense made He was born April 11, 1980 in Tifton, Ga., and graduated from Tift County High remarkable strides defensively that season under his tutelage, improving 30 spots or more School where he lettered in football and baseball. His father (Andy) was a running back in several categories from the previous year, including 85th to 55th in total defense, 32nd at the University of Florida in the early 1970s. He is married to the former Beth King, and to ninth in passing defense and 114th to 21st in tackles for loss. the couple has three sons, Jake (10), Walker (8) and Anderson (5). He left CSU after just that one season to become the head coach at Georgia Southern, a program entering its third year in the Football Bowl Subdivision and the Sun Belt Con- AT-A-GLANCE— He has coached and/or worked as a quality control specialist in 146 Di- ference. Summers would spend almost two years in the role, guiding GSU to five victo- vision I-A (FBS) games as a full-timer, including three bowl games (2012 Beef O’Brady’s, ries, but oversee the program show significant improvement in the classroom with a pro- 2014 Fiesta, 2014 St. Petersburg, 2017 Rose/CFP Semifinal, 2017 CFP Championship; gram-high NCAA APR score. Seven of his players in his first season earned All-Sun Belt he also worked three Southeastern Conference championship games and two additional honors, and placekicker Younghoe Koo was a finalist for the Lou Groza Award. He also bowls as a grad assistant: 2004 Silicon Valley, 2006 Sugar). showed his prowess on the recruiting trail as the Eagles boasted one of highest-ranked classes in the Sun Belt as ranked by 247Sports. Prior to be hired at Colorado State, Summers spent three years on the Central Florida staff under coach legendary coach George O’Leary, with the Knights posting a 31-9 re- cord during his time there. He coached the UCF linebackers his first two seasons (2012- 13), and for the Fiesta Bowl and the spring of 2014 he was made the interim defensive coordinator; he would be named to the full-time role ahead of the season. In his first year coordinating a defense, Summers saw his Knights emerge as the top defense in the American Athletic Conference and one that ranked in the top 10 among FBS schools in total defense (fifth, 298.5 yards per game), rushing defense (sixth, 104.3), scoring defense (ninth, 19.2) and red zone defense (sixth, 71.4 percent); in addition, UCF was 11th in pass efficiency defense (107.8 rating). That season, UCF opened the season with a 26-24 loss to Penn State … in Dublin, Ireland … and rebounded from an 0-2 start to finish 9-4. The Knights would hold nine opponents under 200 passing yards and six under 100 yards rushing, as well as under 300 yards total offense on six occasions (twice under 200). Three of his players earned first- team All-AAC honors, including cornerback Jacoby Glenn, the conference’s co-defensive COACHING EXPERIENCE 2002 Tift County (Ga,) H.S. Defensive Backs 2003 Presbyterian Defensive Backs 2004 Troy Graduate Assistant 2005 Georgia Graduate Assistant 2006 Georgia Southern Safeties 2007-10 Alabama-Birmingham Linebackers 2011 Alabama-Birmingham Safeties/Co-Special Teams Coordinator 2012-13 UCF Linebackers 2014 UCF Defensive Coordinator/ Linebackers 2015 Colorado State Defensive Coordinator/Safeties 2016-17 Georgia Southern Head Coach 2017-18 Georgia Quality Control/Defense 2019- Colorado Defensive Coordinator/Safeties 23 DARRIN CHIAVERINI Assistant Head Coach/Wide Receivers Darrin Chiaverini is in his fourth year NFL, also playing for Dallas and Atlanta; he would conclude his NFL career with as the wide receivers coach at Colora- 62 catches for 662 yards and seven scores. He then ﬁnished his professional do, joining the Buffalo staff on January playing days with the Austin Wranglers in the Arena Football League. 1, 2016 from Texas Tech University, after Chiaverini then turned his attention to coaching, tutoring the receivers at spending the previous two seasons on Mt. San Antonio College in 2007 and was promoted to co-offensive coordinator the Red Raiders’ staff. in 2008. In 2009, he rejoined his college coach, Neuheisel, as the assistant spe- Chiaverini, 41, was one of three cial teams coach at UCLA. He helped pilot one of the top units in the Pac-10 coaches retained from the 2018 staff by and the Bruins captured the Eagle Bank Bowl with a 30-21 win over Temple. new CU head coach Mel Tucker; on July He returned to the junior college ranks for the next four seasons (2010-13) 24 ahead of the 2019 season, Tucker an- at Riverside (Calif.) City College, where he was the associated head coach, nounced that he was given the addition- co-offensive and special teams coordinator in addition to being in charge of al title and responsibilities of assistant recruiting. Riverside was 40-5 in the four years there and produced 15 Division head coach. I players, three of whom would head to his next stop, Texas Tech. He is also nationally recognized as His special teams units at Riverside from 2010-13 were some of the best a top recruiter; Rivals.com named him in all of the junior college ranks with an impressive 22 blocked kicks in four one of the top 25 recruiters in the coun- seasons. Chiaverini coached the top punt returner in the state of California in try for 2018. 2011 and 2012, while Riverside’s offense led California in scoring in 2011 and in He also served as co-offensive coor- total offense in 2013. dinator and recruiting coordinator for his ﬁrst three seasons (2016-18) after re- He was one of 30 coaches across the country selected to participate in the turning to his alma mater where he lettered four times under head coach Rick 2015 NFL and NCAA Coaches Academy. Initiated in 2011, it is a collaborative Neuheisel from 1995-98. He accepted his new roles on December 15, 2015, but effort between NCAA Leadership Development and NFL Player Engagement remained with Tech for its bowl game. to positively inﬂuence diversity numbers in the college game and as a way for In 2016, his ﬁrst season on the CU staff, he helped guide the Buffalo offense talented young football coaches to get exposure. to one of its best years overall in recent memory. Colorado averaged 446.3 Chiaverini earned his bachelor’s degree in Communications from CU in yards per game, its best ﬁgure in 20 seasons, with the school’s fourth-best con- 1999, and earned his master’s degree in Human Performance and Sports Sci- version rate in the red zone in school history dating back to 1957 at 89.5 percent ences from New Mexico Highlands University in 2007. (51-of-57, with 37 touchdowns). His receiving corps hauled in 199 catches for He was born on October 12, 1977 in Orange, Calif., and graduated from 2,724 yards (13.7 per) with 19 touchdowns that season, and over the course of Corona (Calif.) High School where he was a USA Today honorable mention his three years, have 653 receptions for 8,208 yards and 49 scores. All-American in football and an All-County performer in baseball. He is married In his third year co-coordinating the offense in 2018, the Buffaloes had a to the former Shannon Burchﬁeld, and the couple has two children, Curtis (19), surprising historical ﬁrst, as CU boasted in the same season for the ﬁrst time a a sophomore wide receiver for the Buffaloes, and Kaylie (16). 1,000-yard rusher (1,009 by Travon McMillian) and receiver (1,011 by Laviska Shenault, though he missed three-plus games with a foot injury and still earned ﬁrst-team All-Pac 12 Conference honors from the league coaches as he led the nation in receptions per game). And for second straight year, quarterback Ste- ven Montez just missed becoming the second player at Colorado to throw for 3,000 yards in a season (2,975 in 2017; 2,849 in 2018). Chiaverini spent the 2014-15 seasons as the Red Raiders’ special teams co- ordinator and outside receivers coach. At Tech, he recruited the Dallas, Hous- ton and the Southern California areas, and one of his players, Jakeem Grant, earned second-team All-America honors at kick returner for the 2015 season. One of Neuheisel’s ﬁrst commitments as head coach in Colorado’s 1995 recruiting class, Chiaverini earned four letters from 1995-98 and served as one of the team captains his senior season. He caught 97 passes for 1,199 yards and six touchdowns, averaging 12.4 yards per reception in his career, exiting at the time as CU’s seventh all-time receiver (he remains in the top 15 in both catches and yards). He led the team as a senior with 52 catches for 630 yards and ﬁve scores. He was a member of three CU bowl champion teams (Cotton, Holiday and Aloha), making an additional 10 catches for 190 yards and two touchdowns, one a 72-yard bomb from his best friend, quarterback Mike Moschetti against Oregon in the ’98 Aloha Bowl. He was a ﬁfth-round selection by the Cleveland Browns in the 1999 National Football League Draft, and went on to set the club’s rookie receiving record with 44 catches for 487 yards and four touchdowns. He spent four years in the COACHING EXPERIENCE 2007 Mt. San Antonio College Wide Receivers 2008 Mt. San Antonio College Offensive Coordinator/Receivers 2009 UCLA Assistant Special Teams Coach 2010-13 Riverside City College Associate Head Coach/Co-Offensive & Special Teams Coordinator 2014-15 Texas Tech Special Teams Coordinator/ Outside Receivers 2016-18 Colorado Co-Offensive Coordinator/ Receivers/Recruiting Coordinator 2019 Colorado Wide Receivers 24 JIMMY BRUMBAUGH Defensive Line Jimmy Brumbaugh is in ﬁrst year on career games, recording 291 tackles and 15 quarterback sacks. Brumbaugh was the Colorado staff as the defensive line named to the SEC All-Freshman team in 1995, earned Auburn’s Most Improved coach, as he was the fourth coach hired Defensive Lineman honor for spring ball and then garnered second-team All- by new CU head coach Mel Tucker, join- SEC honors as a sophomore in 1996 and ﬁrst-team All-SEC accolades in 1997. ing the Buffalo staff on Dec. 19, 2018. He was a member of the Tigers’ 1997 SEC Western Division champion team, and He came to Colorado from the Uni- played in the 1995 Outback, 1996 Independence and 1997 Peach bowls, with Au- versity of Maryland, where he had served burn winning the last two. He missed what would have been his original senior as the co-defensive coordinator and de- season in 1998 with an injury and redshirted. fensive line coach for the previous two He played in the Blue-Gray Classic following his senior season, and signed as seasons. free agent and was in preseason camp with the San Francisco 49ers in 2000. He Brumbaugh, 42, had spent the prior went on to play in the XFL with the Birmingham Bolts and then in arena football four seasons at the University of Ken- with the Georgia Force and Birmingham Steel Dogs. tucky, establishing himself as one of the He returned to Auburn after his pro career to ﬁnish up his degree, gradu- top defensive line coaches in the coun- ating in 2004 with a bachelor’s in Health and Human Performance. He then try. He has also served as an assistant decided to get into coaching, starting out as a student assistant for Jacksonville coach at Louisiana State, Louisiana Tech (Ala.) State, which won the 2004 Ohio Valley Conference championship with a and Syracuse. 7-1 league record and 9-2 overall mark. His ﬁrst full-time position followed the While serving as defensive line next year, as he was the defensive line coach at Tennessee-Chattanooga, which coach at Kentucky (2013-16), he developed a pair of 2015 NFL draft picks. Bud posted a 6-5 record in 2005. Dupree was a ﬁrst round selection by the Pittsburgh Steelers, and Za’Darius Born James Brent Brumbaugh on Dec. 9, 1976 in Gainesville, Fla., he grad- Smith, who Brumbaugh coached in junior college, was chosen in the fourth uated from Keystone Heights (Fla.) High School, where he lettered in football round by the Baltimore Ravens. Overall, four defensive linemen earned All-SEC and basketball. He is married to the former Kelly Jones, and the couple has honors during his tenure with the Wildcats. two sons, Legend, who will be a sophomore tight end at Colorado this fall (after He had moved on to Kentucky from Syracuse, where he coached defen- transferring to CU from Maryland), and Nash. sive tackles in 2011 and the defensive line in 2010. The Orange defense showed drastic improvements under Brumbaugh in 2010, moving from 81st to 17th na- AT-A-GLANCE— He has coached in 98 Division I-A (FBS) games as a full-time tionally in scoring defense, and from 37th to seventh in total defense. Under position coach, including two bowl games (2010 Pinstripe, 2016 TaxSlayer). Brumbaugh’s tutelage, defensive end Chandler Jones garnered All-Big East rec- ognition twice and was drafted 21st overall by the New England Patriots in the 2012 NFL Draft. Prior to Syracuse, Brumbaugh coached the defensive line at Louisiana Tech in 2008 and 2009. He took over a defensive front that ranked 46th nationally against the rush in 2007 and moved that ranking to 13th at the conclusion of 2008. In 2012, Brumbaugh was at East Mississippi Community College, where he was in charge of the defensive line and also was the strength and conditioning coordinator. He helped lead the Lions to a top 10 national ranking, an 8-2 re- cord and the Mississippi North Division championship. Brumbaugh’s defensive line combined for 224 tackles, including 44½ tackles for loss, 21½ quarterback and seven forced fumbles. For the season, the EMCC defense allowed just 75 rushing yards and only 15.3 points per game. In just his one season there, Brum- baugh developed six defensive linemen who signed Division I scholarships, in- cluding Kentucky’s Smith, the nation’s No. 1-rated junior college defensive end prospect by JCGridiron.com. Brumbaugh also has extensive experience in strength and conditioning, working two seasons (2006-07) as an assistant strength and conditioning coor- dinator at Louisiana State. Under Coach Les Miles, LSU was the 2007 national champion, defeating Ohio State, 38-24, in the BCS title game in New Orleans. While with LSU, Brumbaugh helped produce 12 NFL draft selections, including ﬁve ﬁrst round picks. Brumbaugh lettered four years as a defensive lineman at Auburn, playing both the nose and outside tackle positions, from 1995-99. He started 44 of his 48 COACHING EXPERIENCE 2004 Jacksonville State Student Assistant 2005 UT-Chattanooga Defensive Line 2006-07 Louisiana State Assistant Strength & Conditionin Coordinator 2008-09 Louisiana Tech Defensive Line 2010 Syracuse Defensive Line 2011 Syracuse Defensive Tackles 2012 East Mississippi CC Defensive Line/ Strength & Conditioning Coordinator 2013-16 Kentucky Defensive Line 2017-18 Maryland Co-Defensive Coordinator/ Defensive Line 2019- Colorado Defensive Line 25 ROSS ELS Inside Linebackers/Special Teams Coordinator Ross Els is in his third season coach- route to earning honorable mention All-America honors. He also coached punt ing Colorado’s inside linebackers, as he returner LaVon Brazil to second-team All-America honors that season, while joined the Buffalo staff on February 24, placekicker Matt Weller was named a Freshman All-American after kicking a 2017, also bringing extensive special school record 21 ﬁeld goals. teams coaching experience to the pro- He coached in Division I (now the FBS) for the ﬁrst time when he spent four gram. When Mel Tucker was hired as years at New Mexico State University, ﬁrst tutoring the safeties and special teams head coach, he added the title of special for the 2001 and 2002 seasons, and then the linebackers along with a promotion teams coordinator ofﬁcially to his duties. to defensive coordinator in 2003 and 2004. He worked under Tony Samuel, an- Els, 53, is a 29-year veteran in the col- other former Nebraska player and assistant coach, during his time in Las Cruces. legiate coaching ranks (he coached his Els was the head coach at Hastings (Neb.) College from 1997-2000, where 200th game on the FBS level in 2017), and he was the quarterbacks coach in 1995 and the defensive coordinator and sec- arrived on campus in time for the team’s ondary coach in 1996. As Hastings’ head coach, Els compiled a 32-9 record, second spring practice. He came to Col- including NAIA playoff appearances in 1998 and 1999. orado from Purdue University, where he A 1988 graduate of the University of Nebraska-Omaha, where he majored served as the Boilermakers’ defensive in Management Information Systems and lettered four years as a safety. He got coordinator in 2016 under head coach his start in coaching as a graduate assistant at Northern Iowa, where he earned Darrell Hazell. his Master’s degree in Physical Education in 1999; that’s where he began his Els has the bulk of his experience as coaching career a decade earlier as a graduate assistant (in 1989), working with an assistant coach working with the linebackers, and all but one of his 28 years the linebackers and secondary. devoted on the defensive side of the ball. He spent four years at the University He then returned to his alma mater, UNO, for his ﬁrst full-time position in the of Nebraska from 2011-14 under coach Bo Pellini, his ﬁrst season as linebackers ranks, coaching the secondary for four seasons (1990-93). coach with the responsibilities of coordinating both special teams and recruiting He was born August 14, 1965 in Lincoln, Neb., and graduated from Lincoln added to his duties for the last three years. One of his top players while he was Northeast High where he lettered in football, basketball and baseball. He is mar- with the Huskers was Lavonte David, a ﬁnalist for the Butkus Award and the 2011 ried to the former Jane Ketterer, and the couple has two daughters, Julie and Big Ten Linebacker of the Year, as well as a semiﬁnalist for the Chuck Bednarik Taylor (a junior on the volleyball team at Northern Colorado), and a son, Bo (a Award and the Lott Trophy. He was a second round selection by Tampa Bay in junior wide receiver at Morningside College in Sioux City, Iowa). the 2012 National Football League Draft. In 2017, he coached CU’s top two tacklers, Drew Lewis (119 tackles) and AT-A-GLANCE—He has coached in 212 Division I-A (FBS) games as a full-time Rick Gamboa (117), the school’s ﬁrst pair to make 100-plus stops since 2006 and coach, and has coached in seven bowl games (2006 GMAC, 2009 Little Caesars, just the second linebacker due to accomplish the feat since 1994. 2010 New Orleans, 2012 Capital One, 2013 Capital One, 2014 Gator/TaxSlayer, In 2012, he coached Nebraska’s leading tackler, Will Compton, who record 2014 Holiday). 110 total stops, six of which were for losses including three quarterback sacks. That aided a 10-win season and a berth in the Big Ten’s championship game. Nebraska was 37-16 in his four years on its staff, including four bowl appear- ances: Capital One (2012 and 2013), TaxSlayer Gator (2014) and Holiday (2014). In-between his Nebraska and Purdue appointments, he spent the 2015 season as an assistant coach at his son’s high school, Lincoln (Neb.) Southwest. Prior to Nebraska, he was the linebackers coach for six seasons, working under a former NU graduate in Frank Solich. In his third season there, he was named the Bobcats’ special teams coordinator, and in his ﬁnal year there (2010), Solich promoted him to assistant head coach. He coached four All-Mid-Amer- ican Conference linebackers, in addition helping OU to two MAC East Division titles and three bowl appearances: In 2010, Ohio’s defense ranked 20th nationally and second in the MAC in rushing defense. Els’ special teams were also a key part of Ohio’s 8-5 season that culminated with a trip to the New Orleans Bowl. The Bobcats ranked ﬁrst in the 14-team MAC in net punting, third in punt returns and ﬁfth in kickoff returns. In 2009, he tutored linebacker Noah Keller, who led the MAC with 155 tackles en COACHING EXPERIENCE 1989 Northern Iowa Graduate Assistant (Defense) 1990-93 Nebraska-Omaha Secondary 1994 Northern Iowa Secondary 1995 Hastings College Quarterbacks 1996 Hastings College Defensive Coordinator/Secondary 1997-00 Hastings College Head Coach 2001-02 New Mexico State Safeties/Special Teams 2003-04 New Mexico State Defensive Coordinator/Linebackers 2005-06 Ohio University Linebackers 2007-09 Ohio University Linebackers/Special Teams Coordinator 2010 Ohio University Asst. Head Coach/Linebackers/ Special Teams Coordinator 2011 Nebraska Linebackers 2012-14 Nebraska Linebackers/Special Teams Coordinator/Recruiting Coordinator 2015 Lincoln Southwest (H.S.) Assistant/Defense, Linebackers 2016 Purdue Defensive Coordinator/Safeties 2017- Colorado Inside Linebackers 26 DARIAN HAGAN Running Backs Darian Hagan, one of the names syn- quarterback for three seasons, including a 20-0-1 mark in Big Eight Conference onymous with Colorado’s rise to glory in games as he led the Buffs to three straight league titles in 1989, 1990 and 1991. the late 1980s, is in his 15th season over- His 28-5-2 record as a starter (82.9 winning percentage) is the 37th best in col- all on the CU football staff, now in the lege football history. fourth season of his second stint as the In 1989, he became just the sixth player in NCAA history at the time to run school’s running back coach, a position and pass for over 1,000 yards in the same season, ﬁnishing, as just a sophomore, he held for ﬁve years last decade. He ﬁfth in the balloting for the Heisman Trophy. He established the school record experienced his 250th game as a Buffalo for total offense with 5,808 yards (broken three years later by Kordell Stewart), against UCLA in 2018, when counting his and is one of two players ever at CU to amass over 2,000 yards both rushing and time on the staff and as the director of passing along with Bobby Anderson. He was a two-time all-Big Eight performer, the Alumni C Club. and the league’s offensive player of the year for 1989 when he also was afford- Hagan, 49, spent the ﬁrst three sea- ed various All-America honors. He still holds several CU records and was the sons on Mike MacIntyre’s staff as the school’s male athlete-of-the-year for the 1991-92 academic year. director of player development for the In 2002, he was a member of the fourth class to be inducted into CU’s Buffaloes (2013-15), as he shifted into Athletic Hall of Fame, and his jersey (No. 3) is one of several to have been hon- that role from one as the director of ored. The Colorado Sports Hall of Fame ﬁnally recognized his achievements as player personnel (2011-12) under head well, inducting him into its prestigious group in the Class of 2014. coach Jon Embree. He worked ﬁve sea- Hagan played for Toronto, Las Vegas and Edmonton over the course of ﬁve sons (2006-10) as running backs coach for head coach Dan Hawkins, as he was seasons in the Canadian Football League, mostly as a defensive back and spe- one of two assistant coaches retained by Hawkins when he was named to the cial teams performer. He returned to CU to earn his diploma just prior to his last position in December 2005. professional season, and graduated with a bachelor’s degree in sociology in May He was named an offensive assistant coach on Gary Barnett’s staff on 1996. He was hired later that year (December 1) as the Alumni C Club Director, February 9, 2005, and worked with the skill position players on offense in the a position he held for 16 months until leaving for an incredible opportunity in spring and fall in his ﬁrst year as a full-time collegiate assistant. private business. A popular coach with his players yet with a stern touch, he was coaching In the summer of 2015, he served as an assistant under former CU head true freshman Rodney Stewart on the way to a 1,000-yard season in 2008 until a coach Dan Hawkins for the champion Team USA in the Federation of American season-ending injury at Texas A&M sidelined him in the ninth game of the year. Football (IFAF) World Championship in Canton, Ohio. Stewart’s 622 yards were the third most by a CU freshman in school history. He was born February 1, 1970 in Lynwood, Calif., and graduated from Los In 2010, Stewart hit the plateau and then some, rushing for 1,318 yards and in Angeles’ Locke High School in 1988, where he lettered in football, basketball, position to threaten many of the school’s all-time rushing marks. In 2007, Hagan baseball and track. He was drafted in two sports, football (by San Francisco tutored Hugh Charles to a 1,000-yard year including the Independence Bowl; he in the fourth round in the 1992 NFL Draft) and baseball (selected as a shortstop went on to have a successful career in the Canadian Football League. by both Seattle and Toronto). He is married (Donna), and is the father of three He coached his third thousand-yard rusher for the Buffaloes in 2016, when sons, Darian, Jr., who played defensive back at California, the late DeVaughn Phillip Lindsay recorded 1,189 yards in the regular season, the ﬁrst to reach the (who passed away on December 6, 2010 at the age of 19) and Demari Lamon mark since Stewart did so six years earlier. When Lindsay rushed for 1,474 (born last Sept. 19), along with one daughter, Danielle. yards in 2017, he became the ﬁrst player in CU history to run for 1,000 or more yards in consecutive seasons. AT-A-GLANCE—He has coached in 112 Division I-A (FBS) games as a full-time Hagan made a difference in his ﬁrst season (2006) mentoring the running coach, and has coached in three bowl games (2005 Champs Sports, 2007 backs, as CU had three 500-plus yard rushers for just the 10th time in its history. Independence, 2016 Alamo). He also played a role in the development of quarterback Bernard Jackson, as Hagan’s own skills of blending the run and the pass rubbed off on the Buff junior in his ﬁrst year as a starter. He had a brief taste of coaching in the spring of 2004 as he subbed as sec- ondary coach when the staff was minus a full-time assistant. Otherwise, he was the defensive technical intern for the ‘04 season, assuming that role in February of that year. It marked the third time he has made the University of Colorado his destination of choice. He starred at quarterback for the Buffaloes between 1988 and 1991, leading the school to its ﬁrst national championship, and following his professional playing career, returned to CU in the mid-1990s to work as the Alumni C Club Director. Hagan left CU in the spring of 1998 to work as an area sales manager for the Transit Marketing Group. Three months into his new position, he was promoted to Southeast Regional Sales Manager. He remained in that position for over ﬁve years until deciding to pursue his dream as a coach and return to his alma mater for the third time. By working as a technical intern, he learned the intricacies of the profession in a hands-on role in his desire to coach; when a temporary vacancy opened on the staff, he was “activated” as a coach to work with the defensive backs and it added to his penchant for the profession. Arguably the best all-around athlete in the history of the CU football program, he was an integral part of CU’s run at two national championships in 1989 and 1990. The Buffs were 11-1 in 1989, losing to Notre Dame in the Orange Bowl, but went 11-1-1 in 1990 with a win over the Irish in an Orange Bowl rematch to give CU its ﬁrst national title in football. CU was 28-5-2 with him as the starting COACHING EXPERIENCE 2005 Colorado Offensive Assistant 2006-10 Colorado Running Backs 2016- Colorado Running Backs 27 27 CHRIS KAPILOVIC Offensive Line/Run Game Coordinator Chris Kapilovic is in ﬁrst year on In his ﬁrst season at UNC (2012), the Tar Heels had one of, if not the best the Colorado staff as the offensive line offensive line in the country, as all three senior starters were drafted, led by coach and run game coordinator, as guard Jonathan Cooper (No. 7 overall by Arizona), along with tackle Brennan he was the third coach hired by new Williams (third round by Houston) and guard Travis Bond (seventh round by CU head coach Mel Tucker, joining the Minnesota). Buffalo staff on Dec. 13, 2018. At Southern Mississippi (2008-11), his offensive lines paved the way for Kapilovic (pronounced kuh-pil- school records for total offense three times, with a high of 6,459 in his ﬁnal oh-vick) came to Colorado from the season there (the Golden Eagles gained over 5,000 in all four seasons, including University of North Carolina, where he over 2,000 rushing yards each year). After run game coordinator was added to spent the previous seven seasons (2012- his O-line duties in 2010, the next year, USM won the Conference USA cham- 18) coaching the offensive line under pionship by defeating Houston, 49-28 in the league title game and, and a 24-17 head coach Larry Fedora. He was win over Nevada in the Hawai’i Bowl gave USM a 12-2 ﬁnal record and a No. 20 also the run game coordinator his ﬁrst national ranking for the 2011 season. two seasons there, and then was the After working as a student assistant coach at his alma mater, Missouri co-offensive coordinator for the 2014 State, in 1991, Kapilovic started his professional coaching career at Deer Valley and 2015 seasons. For his last three High School in Glendale, Ariz., a suburb northwest of Phoenix. He spent six seasons on the Tar Heel staff, he was seasons there as the school’s offensive line coach, and then moved over to the associate head coach and offensive Phoenix College where he worked with the offensive line and also served as coordinator along with his offensive line coaching duties. the school’s strength coach. Kapilovic, 50, was previously hired by Fedora in 2008 when he took the He worked as a graduate assistant at Kansas under coach Terry Allen for head coaching job at Southern Mississippi. He was at USM for four seasons the 1999 and 2000 seasons, where he worked with CU’s new offensive coordi- (2008-11), all four as the offensive line coach with additional duties as the run nator, Jay Johnson. His ﬁrst full-time job in the collegiate ranks soon followed, game coordinator his last two years there before moving on to North Carolina as he was the offensive line coach for Alabama State the next two years (2001- and joining Fedora’s staff in Chapel Hill. 02), with offensive coordinator duties added to his role for the Hornets for his In his seven seasons at UNC, he was part of an offensive unit that estab- ﬁnal three seasons there (2003-05). He returned to Missouri State for a second lished over 60 school records, including points per game (2012, 2014), total stint, this time as its run game coordinator and the O-line coach for the 2006-07 offense (2012, 2014), passing yards (2012-13-14-15-16) and ﬁrst downs (2014- seasons. 15). North Carolina averaged more than 170 rushing yards per game from 2012 Kapilovic lettered two years (1989-90) as an offensive tackle at Missouri through 2016, the highest ﬁve-year average for the Tar Heels since Mack Brown State University, earning ﬁrst-team All-Gateway Conference honors as a senior. was their head coach some two decades earlier. The 2018 squad allowed just The Bears were 19-6 his two seasons on the squad, winning the Gateway 10 sacks all season, the .91 per game ﬁgure seventh best in the nation while the Conference title both seasons and qualifying for the Division I-AA playoffs. MSU team also averaged 193 rushing yards per game (5.3 per carry) and a healthy ﬁnished ninth in the ﬁnal I-AA poll in 1989, and sixth in the 1990 ﬁnal balloting. 442.1 yards per game, 35th best nationally. He graduated from MSU with a degree in Education in 1990. In 2016, Kapilovic’s offense, led by quarterback Mitch Trubisky, set the He played two seasons at Scottsdale (Ariz.) Community College prior to school passing yards mark for the ﬁfth season in a row, as UNC won eight transferring to Missouri State. games and earned a berth opposite Stanford in the Sun Bowl. Trubisky was Kapilovic was born Nov. 11, 1968 in Cleveland, Ohio and graduated from the No. 2 overall pick in the 2017 NFL Draft and is currently starring for the Gerard Catholic High School in Phoenix, Ariz., where he lettered in football, Chicago Bears; he was one of 10 Tar Heels to either be drafted or signed by basketball and baseball. He is married to the former Fiona Yount, and the an NFL team. couple has two sons, Carsen (15) and Colin (11). That came on the heels of an 11-win season in 2015, winning the Atlantic Coast Conference’s Coastal Division with a perfect 8-0 record and ﬁnishing the AT-A-GLANCE— He has coached in 141 Division I-A (FBS) games as a full-tim- year with a No. 15 ranking in the national polls; the Tar Heels led the nation er (79-62 record), including eight bowl games (2008 New Orleans, 2009 New in yards per play and was ninth in scoring offense, averaging 40.7 points per Orleans, 2010 Beef O’Brady’s, 2011 Hawai’i, 2013 Belk, 2014 Quick Lane, 2015 game. UNC ascended all the way to No. 8 in the nation before bowing to No. Russell Athletic, 2016 Sun) 1 and eventual national runner-up Clemson, 45-37, in the ACC title game. The Tar Heels were a semiﬁnalist for the 2015 Joe Moore Award, a new trophy which was created to recognize the entire offensive line. Tailback Elijah Hood rushed for 1,453 yards, Carolina averaged a school record 6.0 yards per carry and ranked ﬁrst in the ACC in the least number of sacks allowed with just 15 in 13 games. COACHING EXPERIENCE 1991 Missouri State Student Assistant 1992-97 Deer Valley H.S. (Glendale, Ariz.) Offensive Coordinator 1998 Phoenix College Offensive Line/Strength Coach 1999-2000 Kansas Graduate Assistant (offense) 2001-02 Alabama State Offensive Line 2003-05 Alabama State Offensive Coordinator/Offensive Line 2006-07 Missouri State Run Game Coordinator/Offensive Line 2008-09 Southern Mississippi Offensive Line 2010-11 Southern Mississippi Run Game Coordinator/Offensive Line 2012-13 North Carolina Run Game Coordinator/Offensive Line 2014-15 North Carolina Co-Offensive Coordinator/Offensive Line 2016-18 North Carolina Associate Head Coach/Offensive Coordinator/Offensive Line 2019- Colorado Offensive Line 28 28 BRIAN MICHALOWSKI Outside Linebackers Brian Michalowski is in his first sive graduate assistant for a Sun Devil team that had an 8-4 record and year as outside linebackers coach at finished the season with a victory over Navy in the Kraft Fight Hun- Colorado, promoted into the posi- ger Bowl. He worked with the defensive line and held responsibilities tion in mid-February after he origi- coaching on special teams as the Sun Devil defense was second in the nally joined the staff as the director Pac-12 in total defense (first in pass defense) and second in the nation of quality control for the defense on in both quarterback sacks and in tackles for loss. January 7, 2019. He had spent the 2011 season as a defensive quality control assistant Michalowski, 30, came to Boul- for head coach Dennis Erickson. In that role, Michalowski assisted with der after spending one season in a defensive backs and special teams, including a kickoff return unit that similar capacity at the University of finished 10th in the nation and had six returns for touchdowns over the Georgia, where he worked alongside course of two seasons. He was a student assistant at ASU for four sea- Tucker and CU’s new defensive coor- sons, initially working with recruiting and special teams, and eventually dinator, Tyson Summers. At UGA, began working on the defensive side of the football in 2009, assisting he worked with outside linebackers with the secondary for the next two seasons. During this time, he also and helped the Bulldogs post an 11-3 completed a training camp internship with the Buffalo Bills in the sum- record, claim the Southeastern Con- mer of 2010, where he had responsibilities with pro personnel and camp ference East Division title and earn an invitation to the AllState Sugar operations. Bowl. Georgia was ranked No. 8 in the final polls and was 13th in the He earned his bachelor’s degree in Marketing with a minor in Psy- nation in total defense. chology in 2011 from Arizona State University. He was a graduate assistant for the defense at the University of Mem- He was born June 10, 1989 in Morristown, N.J., and graduated from phis for two years (2016-17), where he coached the “Kat” outside line- Notre Dame Prep (Scottsdale, Ariz.), where he lettered in football; that’s backer position. During those two seasons, Memphis won 18 games where he got his first taste of the coaching profession in the fall of 2007. and ranked in the top 10 nationally in defensive takeaways each year. His hobbies include hiking, skiing and golf. He is engaged to be married Prior to his time at Memphis, Michalowski spent the 2015 season to Kristin Ruffin in the summer of 2020 (last name is pronounced as the defensive coordinator for Garden City Community College, a michael-ow-ski). member of the Kansas Jayhawk Conference, one of the nation’s premier junior college conferences. That season, he coached Jeremy Faulk, the NJCAA Defensive Player of the Year. Garden City led the league in passing defense, holding opponents to 169 yards per game while making 14 interceptions; the Broncbusters also recorded 31 sacks in 11 games. In 2014, Michalowski spent the season overseas coaching in the 16- team German Football League (GFL) as the defensive coordinator for the Cologne Falcons. He assisted in the club’s dramatic six-game im- provement from a 2-12 record the to an 8-6 mark, the latter including the team’s first-ever playoff victory before falling in the semifinals to the eventual league champion. Cologne improved in every defensive statis- tical category from the previous year, ranking third in the GFL in pass defense and turnover margin, fourth in interceptions, and sixth in total defense and scoring defense. Michalowski was a defensive graduate assistant at University of Wy- oming under head coach Dave Christensen, coaching the Cowboys’ “Buck” outside linebacker position and also had coaching responsibili- ties in all phases of special teams. From 2007 to 2012, Michalowski climbed up the coaching ladder at his alma mater, Arizona State University. In 2012, he was a defen- COACHING EXPERIENCE 2011 Arizona State Quality Control/Defense (Secondary) 2012 Arizona State Graduate Assistant/Defense (Secondary) 2013 Wyoming Graduate Assistant/Defense (Outside Linebackers) 2014 Cologne (Germany) Defensive Coordinator 2015 Garden City CC Defensive Coordinator 2016-17 Memphis Graduate Assistant/Defense (Outside Linebackers) 2018 Georgia Quality Control/Defense (Outside Linebackers) 2019- Colorado Quality Control/Defense (Secondary) 29 AL PUPUNU Tight Ends Al Pupunu is in ﬁrst year on the Col- School in Sandy, Utah, where he spent four years (2002-05). He then became an orado staff as the tight end coach, as he intern at the University of Utah under Kyle Whittingham for two seasons (2006- was hired by new CU head coach Mel 07). Unable to earn his degree at Weber State because he went into the NFL, Tucker, ofﬁcially joining the Buffalo staff while interning at Utah he earned his bachelor’s in Sociology and Criminology on Jan. 7, 2019. in 2006. Pupunu, 49, came to Colorado af- He attained his ﬁrst full-time coaching position in 2008, when he was named ter spending the previous two seasons the running backs and tight ends coach at Southern Utah University. He was (2017-18) at Weber State, where he there for two seasons and coached in 22 games (SUU was 9-13) before moving starred as a collegian. WSU was 10-3 and on to Idaho ahead of the 2010 season. reached the FCS quarterﬁnals in 2018, Pupunu was inducted into the Utah Sports Hall of Fame in 2004 and the winning one playoff game after earning Weber State Athletic Hall of Fame in 2005. He has also been presented with a ﬁrst round bye. During his ﬁrst season the Distinguished Utahn Award by former Prime Minister of England, Margaret there, he helped lead the Wildcats to a Thatcher. historic season: in addition to winning a Born Alfred Pupunu on Oct. 17, 1969 in Tonga, he graduated from South school record 11 games, they captured High School in Salt Lake City, Utah, where he lettered in football and basketball, the Big Sky title, won two games to reach soccer and track. He is married to the former Mindi Forbes, and the couple has the quarterﬁnals of the FCS Playoffs and ﬁve children, Miley, Kade, Brynnli, Kenna and Noah (Kade signed to play football ﬁnished the season ranked ﬁfth in the na- at Weber State but went on his two-year Mormon Mission and will be a freshman tion, the highest in school history. this fall). He moved to the United States when he was a toddler and was raised He was the tight ends coach at the University of Idaho for seven seasons in Utah. (Last name is pronounced puh-pooh-new.) (2010-16). In his last season in Moscow, Pupunu helped lead the Vandals to a 9-4 record in 2016, including a 61-50 win over Colorado State in the Famous AT-A-GLANCE— He has coached in 81 Division I-A (FBS) games as a full-time Idaho Potato Bowl. The nine wins tied the most in school history and it was also position coach, including one bowl game (2016 Famous Idaho Potato), as well the second-best ever for UI. In his seven seasons at Idaho working under head as in 22 FCS games for a total of 103 as a full-time collegiate coach. coaches Robb Akey and then Paul Petrillo, he coached several talented tight ends, including All-American and All-Big Sky Conference performer Andrew Vollert. Pupunu played two seasons at Dixie State College before transferring to We- ber State to play for Coach Dave Arslanian. As a senior in 1991, Pupunu had one of the best years in Big Sky Conference history. Playing alongside Walter Payton Trophy winner, quarterback Jamie Martin, Pupunu set a Division I-AA (now FCS) record with 93 receptions for 1,204 yards and 12 touchdowns, helping Weber State to an 8-4 record and a trip to the NCAA playoffs. The 93 catches still rank as the most receptions in a season in Weber State history, and the second most ever in a season by an FCS tight end. For his efforts that season, Pupunu earned All-Big Sky Conference honors and was named an All-American by the Associated Press, the Sports Network and the Walter Camp Football Foundation. He signed as a free agent with San Diego in the National Football League in 1992, the start of a nine-year professional career that he would spend with the Chargers (1992-97, 1999), Kansas City (1997), New York Giants (1998) and Detroit (2000). Pupunu helped the Chargers reach Super Bowl XXIX (1994 season), as he caught a 43-yard touchdown pass from Stan Humphries that narrowed the deﬁ- cit against Pittsburgh in the AFC Championship game to 13-10 in the third quar- ter; San Diego went on to win the game, 17-13, and he was named the offensive player of the game with four receptions for 76 yards and the score. San Diego faced San Francisco in the Super Bowl but lost 49-26 to the 49ers; Pupunu caught four passes for 48 yards. Two of his teammates on that Chargers’ team were former Buffaloes: running back Eric Bieniemy and right tackle Stan Brock. Though Pupunu only scored ﬁve career touchdowns (three regular season, two postseason), he created a unique celebration that he performed after each: he mimicked twisting off the top of a coconut and drinking the juice, a very pop- ular celebration among Charger fans. Pupunu he had 102 receptions for exactly 1,000 yards in 103 regular season games (42 starts), and added 13 catches for 163 yards in seven playoff games, four of which he started. After his professional career, his ﬁrst taste of coaching was at Alta High COACHING EXPERIENCE 2005-07 Utah Volunteer Assistant 2008-09 Southern Utah Running Backs/Tight Ends 2010-16 Idaho Tight Ends 2017-18 Weber State Tight Ends 2019- Colorado Tight Ends 30 TRAVARES TILLMAN Defensive Backs Travares Tillman is in ﬁrst year ans’ camp and made the ﬁnal 53-man roster but was waived early on the Colorado staff as the de- in the season. However, the Carolina Panthers picked him up the fensive backs coach, as he was very next day and he would spend the next two years (2003-04) hired by new CU head coach Mel in Charlotte, helping the team to the 2003 NFC championship by Tucker, ofﬁcially joining the Buffa- defeating Philadelphia and gain a berth opposite New England in lo staff on Jan. 2, 2019. Super Bowl XXXVIII. To this day, it was one of the wildest fourth Tillman, 41, came to CU after quarters in Super Bowl history, with New England winning, 32-29, spending the previous three sea- on a ﬁeld goal with four seconds remaining; the Panthers had ral- sons (2016-18) at the University of lied from 11 down to tie the game and outscored the Patriots, 19-18 Georgia. He was a graduate assis- in the quarter. tant working with the defensive He then signed as an unrestricted free agent with the Miami backs the ﬁrst two years before Dolphins (2005-07), where he would ﬁnish as a pro after a second transitioning into a quality control knee injury ultimately ended his career. He started 18 of his 33 role with the defense for the 2018 games in Miami, recording 115 tackles with three interceptions. In season. After Tucker accepted the seven seasons in the professional ranks (74 games), he was in 180 CU job, he helped the Bulldogs tackles, with four interceptions and 15 pass deﬂections. defensive backs prepare for their He then returned to Georgia Tech to ﬁnish up his degree, gradu- Sugar Bowl matchup against Texas. ating in 2010 with a bachelor’s in Business Management. At Georgia, he helped tutor Deandre Baker, an All-American and He was born Oct. 8, 1977 in Lyons, Ga., and graduated from the 2018 Thorpe Award winner given to the nation’s top defensive Toombs County High School in Lyons, where he lettered four years back. He worked directly with Tucker in coaching the safeties and in both football and basketball and twice in golf. In football, he assisted with recruiting along with coaching the offensive scout earned Class 3A All-State honors and was the 3A Defensive Player team, while his quality control duties included breaking down op- of the Year as a senior. He is married to the former Kiki Kirchner, ponents and writing weekly scouting reports. GA was 32-9 when and couple has three children, Atticus, Harper and Saint. (First he was on staff, including 13-2 in a magical 2017 season. The Bull- name in pronounced truh-var-es.) dogs were the SEC champions as well as the Rose Bowl champi- ons in what was also College Football Playoff semiﬁnal; Georgia AT-A-GLANCE— He has been a part of 41 FBS games (all at Georgia was the third-ranked pass defense in the nation that season. with a record of 32-9), including three bowl games (2016 Liber- Prior to joining Kirby Smart’s staff at Georgia, he served as the ty, 2018 Rose, 2019 Sugar) along with the 2018 CFP Championship defensive backs and head track coach for four years (2012-15) at game. Calvary Day School in Savannah, Ga.; he was also the school’s as- sistant athletic director his last two years there. He helped coach the team to a 41-8 record over those four seasons, advancing to the state quarterﬁnals all four years, the state semiﬁnals twice and in the state championship game in 2013. Eight players earned colle- giate football scholarships during his time there. In 2013, Tillman was a recipient of the NFL’s Bill Walsh Minority Coaching Fellowship. He spent that summer working with the de- fensive backs at training camp with the Philadelphia Eagles under its ﬁrst-year head coach Chip Kelly. Tillman was a four-year letterman and two-time All-Atlantic Coast Conference performer at Georgia Tech playing defensive back, starting three years at safety and cornerback from 1996-99. He recorded 236 tackles in his Yellow Jacket career, fourth at the time of his graduation among defensive backs at the school and still eighth on GT’s all time chart. He also made seven intercep- tions, tying for the team lead with four his sophomore season. As a senior, he was named a permanent team captain and also earned Academic All-ACC honors. The Buffalo Bills selected him in the second round of the 2000 National Football League Draft (the 58th player selected overall). He played two seasons with the Bills, primarily at free safety. After missing the 2002 season with an injury, he was in the Houston Tex- COACHING EXPERIENCE 2012-15 Calvary Day School Defensive Backs/Head Track Coach 2016-17 Georgia Graduate Assistant/Defense Backs 2018 Georgia Quality Control/Defense 2019- Colorado Defensive Backs 31 DREW WILSON Director of Football Strength & Conditioning Drew Wilson is in his fourth A 2000 graduate of King’s College, earning his bachelor’s year as the director of football degree in Criminal Justice & Sociology, he lettered in foot- strength and conditioning at ball. He was a preseason All-American and earned ﬁrst- the University of Colorado, of- team All-Mid-Atlantic Conference honors at inside lineback- ﬁcially joining the Buffalo staff er as a senior in 1999, when he was a team co-captain. He on January 4, 2016. was on the Dean’s List for ﬁve semesters at King’s, which is Wilson, 41, coordinates all located in Wilkes Barre, Pa. aspects of training and devel- He earned his master’s degree in Exercise & Applied opment of the football team Science, with emphasis in Strength and Conditioning, from and manages a staff of four Springﬁeld (Mass.) College in 2004. He had his ﬁrst experi- full-time assistants dedicated ence coaching while at Springﬁeld, serving as an intern for solely to the football program. the 2001-02 academic year. He was then named a gradu- He is a veteran who ate assistant strength and conditioning coach at the school, brought with him to CU over a a position he would hold until he received his master’s. decade of experience working with Football Bowl Subdivi- During that time, he also fulﬁlled two summer internships, sion (FBS) programs in strength and conditioning. Wilson at Maryland (2003) and at Auburn University (2004). joined the CU staff from the University of Maryland, where He was born July 11, 1978 in Levittown, Pa., but grew he spent the previous ﬁve years (2011-15) as the Terrapins’ up in nearby Yardley, both in suburbs of Trenton, N.J. He director of strength and conditioning. is married to the former Marguerite Widdoes and the cou- Wilson had the same responsibilities at Maryland under ple has a daughter, Makaela, and two sons, Andrew Jr., and its then-head coach Randy Edsall, where his duties also Isaac included working with the training staff in the design of both prehabilitation and rehabilitation programs for the stu- dent-athletes in injury prevention and healing. During his time there, Maryland transitioned from the Atlantic Coast Conference into the Big Ten, and he was credited with im- proving the Terps interior lines on both sides of the ball. He was also the liaison for the program to the National Football League. He has attained several certiﬁcations with the respected national organizations in his profession. Wilson is a regis- tered strength and conditioning coach (RSCC) through the National Strength and Conditioning Association; a strength and conditioning coach certiﬁed (SCCC) through the Colle- giate Strength and Conditioning Coaches Association; he is certiﬁed as a Level 1 coach by the United States Weightlift- ing Association; and is also certiﬁed in the Functional Move- ment Screen (FMS). Prior to his time at Maryland, he had been at the Uni- versity of Connecticut for ﬁve years (2006-10) with Edsall, working primarily with the Huskies’ football program as the assistant strength and conditioning coach. UConn was in- vited to a bowl each of his last four seasons there. He also worked one year with the women’s lacrosse team. He has a little familiarity with the Buffaloes, as he was an assistant strength and conditioning coach at the Univer- sity of Kansas from January 2005 to May 2006 when both schools were members of the Big 12 Conference. Prior to his stint at KU, he spent ﬁve months at Florida State Univer- sity assisting with football, baseball and the track and ﬁeld programs. 32 football support staff BRYAN McGINNIS GEOFF MARTZEN Director of Football Operations Director of Player Personnel Bryan McGinnis is in his seventh year as the direc- Geoff Martzen is in his ﬁrst year as the director of tor of football operations at the University of Colorado, player personnel, as he was named to the position by originally joining then-head coach Mike MacIntyre’s new head coach Mel Tucker on January 7, 2019. new Buffalo staff on January 2, 2013. When Mel Tuck- Martzen, 30, joined the CU staff from UCLA, where er retained him the same position when he took over he worked as the Bruins’ director of player personnel the program in December 2018, he became the ﬁrst to for the 2018 season, having been hired by Chip Kelly in serve two head coaches as their ops director at CU since the position was cre- January of that year. He previously held the same position at Colorado State for ated in 1988. the 2015 through 2017 seasons. In his position, in which he has now served the longest-ever at Colorado, Martzen joined the CSU staff under its new head coach, Mike Bobo, ahead he coordinates many facets for the football program, including team travel ar- of the 2015 season. At CSU, he played a key role in the Rams’ overall recruit- rangements, itineraries and scheduling. McGinnis, 38, had served in the same capacity under MacIntyre for two sea- ing efforts, coordinating several aspects of the year-round student-athlete re- sons at San Jose State University, and thus accepted the invitation to follow him cruitment process. Additionally, he served as the liaison between CSU and NFL to Boulder. A life-long resident of the San Francisco Bay area, his time in Colo- scouts for Pro Day events, and assists with camps, clinics and other football-re- rado has marked the ﬁrst time he has ever lived outside of northern California. lated activities. Prior to being promoted to being in charge of San Jose State’s football op- His ﬁrst director of player personnel position came at Brigham Young Uni- erations, he spent six years on the Spartans’ coaching staff, working a variety of versity, which hired him 2013. In Provo for two years, he also served as the positions as an operations assistant in recruiting, equipment and video services. on-campus recruiting coordinator in addition to other responsibilities including He also was a student assistant working with the defense, the linebackers in identifying prospects, planning recruiting events, maintaining communication particular, the 2005 through 2007 seasons, and then switched sides, working as with recruits via social media and providing recruiting aids for coaches. a graduate assistant on offense (running backs) for the 2008 and 2010 season; Prior to heading to BYU, Martzen was a personnel specialist, assisting in co- in-between, in 2009 he was the staff ’s operations assistant. ordinating the recruitment of high school and junior college recruits, at both Al- At San Jose, he was on the staffs of two teams that earned bowl invitations: abama in 2012 and Boise State in 2013. In working under Nick Saban at ‘Bama the Spartans defeated New Mexico, 20-12, in the 2006 New Mexico Bowl (their and Chris Peterson at Boise, he helped in the coordination of two top recruiting ﬁrst bowl since 1990) and beat Bowling Green, 29-20, in the 2012 Military Bowl. classes for two of the nation’s winningest head coaches. Those are the only two bowl games SJSU has ever played outside the state of Before entering the collegiate ranks, he was a high school football coach in California. Fresno, Calif., at Sunnyside and Reedley high schools. McGinnis played wide receiver for two years (2000-01) at Cabrillo College Martzen earned his bachelor’s degree in Kinesiology from Fresno State in in Aptos, and then got into coaching, beginning his career at his alma mater, Harbor High School, where he spent two years as the school’s offensive coordi- 2011, and started working toward a master’s degree at Alabama in Sports and nator and wide receivers coach. In 2003, he joined the San Francisco 49ers staff Fitness Administration in 20212 and at Boise State in Kinesiology and Exercise as an intern in the player personnel department. Science in 2013. He then returned to school to ﬁnish his degree, graduating from San Jose He was born June 21, 1989 in Reedley, Calif., and graduated from Reedley State with Bachelor’s in Kinesiology in 2007. While working with football, he High School, where he lettered in football. His hobbies include camping, most took several graduate courses in Hospitality, Tourism and Recreation Manage- sports and anything outdoors. ment. He was born June 22, 1981 in Santa Cruz, Calif., and graduated from its Harbor High School where he lettered in football and track. He is a certiﬁed speed training coach by SAC (Speed, Agility & Conditioning USA/Canada). He is married to the former Vrinda Murphy, who is a behavior therapist for children with autism; the couple has two daughters, Emily Margaret (5) and Maddaline SCOTT UNREIN Grace (2) and one son, Jacob Thomas (born this past January). Assistant Director of Operations Scott Unrein is in his eighth year on the University of Colorado football staff as the assistant director of op- erations, named to the position in July 2012. His previ- CYMONE GEORGE ous duties included assisting in recruiting. In August 2017, he was named to the “30 under 30” Director of Football Recruiting team of rising stars in college football by 247Sports, as he was nominated as CU’s “jack-of-all-trades life saver” for the football pro- Cymone George is in her ﬁrst year as the director of gram, as he does a little bit of everything in his split roles between operations football recruiting at the University of Colorado, as she and recruiting. was named to the position on January 1, 2019. She is believed to be one of just four women serving in this His primary duties include overseeing the parents program, assisting with most important role in major college football. on-campus recruiting and daily football operations, including the team’s social George, 28, joined the CU staff from her alma ma- media coordinator. He also advances all football road trips and works with ho- ter, Georgia Southern University, where she spent three years (2016-18) as the tel staff in coordinating all aspects of the team’s stay in opponent cities. Eagles’ director of football operations; in 2018, was one of just ﬁve women to Unrein, 30, joined the football staff basically from the other side of Folsom serve in that position. Named to the position just ahead of the 2016 season, she Field, as he worked as an intern for coach Roy Edwards with the CU men’s oversaw the daily administrative and operational duties within GSU’s program, golf team for the 2010-11 season. His role with the team included helping to along with coordinating team travel and other assorted responsibilities. facilitate and organize the 2011 NCAA Men’s Regional Championships that the Prior to being named GSU’s director of ops, during the spring of 2016 she Buffaloes hosted at Colorado National Golf Club in Erie, Colo. was the coordinator for business development with Georgia Southern Sports He graduated from CU in 2011 with a bachelor’s degree in Business Admin- Properties. She previously for the 2015 football season served as the director of istration with an emphasis in Marketing. He also earned his Business of Sports on-campus recruiting, organizing the on-campus phase of the recruiting pro- Certiﬁcate in 2010. cess as well as oversaw the daily operation of the football ofﬁces. This was after He was born on August 31, 1988 in Sterling, Colo., and graduated from she worked two years as a graduate assistant with football recruiting (2013-14). Rocky Mountain High School in Fort Collins where he played baseball and bas- George graduated in 2012 with a degree in Sports Management from GSU, ketball. His hobbies include basketball, golf and hiking. He is married to the where as an undergraduate she worked in the Eagle’s athletic marketing ofﬁce. former Lauren Fowler, who is CU’s Assistant Director of Student-Athlete Lead- She was born on March 30, 1991 in Columbia, S.C., and graduated from ership and Career Development. Dutch Fork (Irmo, S.C.) High School, where she lettered in tennis. Her hobbies include listening to national sports talk radio 33 he helped game plan one of the most dangerous offenses in college football. In 2016, the Yellow Jackets had over 5,000 yards of total offense (3,335 rushing) en WILL PEAGLER route to an 8-win season, one that included wins over Virginia Tech and Georgia Director of Quality Control/Offense in earning a TaxSlayer Bowl bid. Tech featured a top-10 rushing attack nation- ally and also led the country in yards per completion under Cook’s tutelage. Will Peagler is in his ﬁrst year on the University of In 2014, Georgia Tech was 11-3 and ﬁnished as the No. 8 team in the coun- Colorado football staff, as he joined the program on try, claiming the Coastal Division title in the Atlantic Coast Conference and January 9, 2019 as the director of quality control for the narrowly missing winning the league title, falling 37-25 to Florida State in the offense. championship game. The Yellow Jackets defeated Mississippi State, 49-34, to Peagler, 34, came to Colorado from the University win the Orange Bowl. That season, Cook tutored All-ACC signal caller Justin of Louisiana-Lafayette, where he spent the 2018 season Thomas, who set the school’s single-season rushing record for quarterbacks as the Ragin’ Cajuns’ director of player personnel and quality control coordina- with 1,086 yards, while also recording an impressive pass efﬁciency rating of tor. UL won the Sun Belt West Division title but earned a berth into the AutoNa- 153.90. Tech’s backﬁeld consisted of three career 1,000-yard rushers – Thomas, tion Cure Bowl, where it lost to Tulane. He helped UL recruit the No 1 class in Zach Laskey and Synjyn Days. the SBC in February (and No. 5 in the Group of Five). The ‘14 Tech squad led the nation in rushing offense with 4,789 yards (342.1 Peagler was scheduled to be the offensive line coach at Itawamba Commu- per game), both marks shattering the previous school records. Days (924) and nity College (Fulton, Miss.) in 2017, but accepted a graduate assistant position at Laskey (851) accounted for 1,775 of those yards as well as 18 rushing touch- the University of Georgia, working with the offensive line. UGA was 13-2 for the downs (nine each). The Jackets also led the nation in third down conversion year, reaching the College Football Playoff championship game where Alabama percentage (57.9) and yards per completion (17.8) and led the ACC in 11 offen- rallied to win in overtime. The Bulldogs were the SEC champions, defeating sive categories. Auburn in the title game, and won the CFP semiﬁnal in a wild 54-48 overtime In 2013, Cook saw the Georgia Tech offense put up huge numbers, rank- win over Oklahoma at the Rose Bowl. He was also on the staff that signed the ing sixth nationally in rushing yards (299.3 per game), tied for fourth in third nation’s consensus top recruiting class for 2018. down percentage (51.4) and led the nation in yards per completion (18.4). Tech He joined the University of Minnesota staff in January 2016 as an assistant produced 48 rushing touchdowns, tying Oregon for the most nationally. The in quality control for the offense, particularly working with the offensive line, Jackets had 41 rushing plays of 20 yards or more, second only to Oregon (43). where he was reunited current CU offensive coordinator Jay Johnson (the two Cook tutored a pair of young quarterbacks – sophomore Vad Lee and redshirt worked together at Louisiana-Lafayette). In that role for the Gophers, he was freshman Thomas – who combined for 747 yards rushing and 10 touchdowns. in charge of opponent scouting, self-scouting and the day-to-day operations on Senior B-back David Sims earned honorable mention All-ACC honors. the offensive side of the ball. Minnesota defeated Washington State in the Hol- At GT, he coached ﬁve student-athletes that received all-Atlantic Coast Con- iday and won nine games under coach Tracy Claeys. ference recognition, including quarterback Justin Thomas, who became the Prior to heading to Minnesota, he was going to be the offensive coordinator 39th player in NCAA Division I FBS history with 4,000 passing yards and 2,000 and offensive line coach at Jones County (Miss.) Junior College for the 2016 rushing yards in a career. Cook also helped the Jackets rank among the top 10 season, but had the opportunity to take the position at Minnesota. In 2015, he nationally in both rushing offense and passing yards per completion in each of was the offensive coordinator and offensive line coach at Olive Branch High his four seasons. School in Mississippi. Prior to his second time in Atlanta, he spent four seasons (2009-12) as the Peagler was at Coffeyville Community College in 2014, where he was the co-offensive coordinator at Cal Poly (Pomona, Calif.). The Mustangs had a run game coordinator with additional duties as the school’s recruiting coordi- 9-3 record in his last season there and reached the second round of the FCS nator. Under his watch, the Ravens rushed for 2,671 yards and 22 touchdowns playoffs. It was Cal Poly’s ﬁrst year as a member of the Big Sky Conference, that season and went from scoring 27.8 points per game the year before to 48.2 with the Mustangs earning co-champion honors with a 7-1 mark in league play. (578 in 12 games). Previous to that, he had spent the 2011-13 seasons at Louisi- Under Cook, who also coached the quarterbacks and fullbacks, the Mustangs ana-Lafayette, where he ﬁrst worked under Johnson. He ﬁrst joined the Ragin’ ranked third nationally that season in the FCS in rushing offense (324.2 yards Cajuns staff as an offensive quality control assistant and then was an offensive per game), seventh in scoring offense (36.7) and ﬁrst in pass efﬁciency (175.7). graduate assistant coach in his ﬁnal two years there. UL won the New Orleans In his four years in Pomona, the Mustangs were 26-19. Bowl all three season he was on the staff, and were the Sun Belt Conference Cook spent four years (2005-08) as head coach at West Point Prep in Mon- champions. His ﬁrst taste of coaching came as the tight ends coach at Valdosta mouth, N.J., where his teams compiled a 28-22-1 record, with is two best teams State for the 2010 season. in 2006 (8-2) and 2008 (7-3). He was the defensive coordinator at West Point Peagler graduated from Clemson University with a degree in Sport Man- Prep in 2004 before being promoted to head coach. agement in 2010. As undergraduate at CU, he was a student assistant for the His ﬁrst “tour” at Georgia Tech came over the 2001-03 seasons, when he Tiger football team under head coaches Tommy Bowden and Dabo Swinney worked as a graduate assistant coach (under two different head coaches). In from 2006-09. 2001, when Tech went 8-5 and played in the Seattle Bowl, Cook helped coach He was born April 27, 1985 in Camp Lejeune, N.C., and graduated from the the Yellow Jacket defensive backs and special teams under George O’Leary; in Holly Hill (S.C.) Academy where he lettered in football, basketball and baseball. 2002, he coached tight ends under Chan Gailey and helped Tech produce a 7-6 His hobbies include working out, cooking, watching the Food Network and ex- record and a Silicon Valley Classic appearance. In 2003, Cook worked with the ploring new foods. (Last name is pronounced pea-glerr.) safeties for a team that earned a berth in the Humanitarian Bowl. Over the course of his 20-year coaching career, he has been a part of six bowl games, all with Georgia Tech (2001 Seattle, 2002 Silicon Valley, 2003 Hu- manitarian, 2013 Music City, 2015 Orange and 2016 TaxSlayer). BRYAN COOK Cook lettered in both football and lacrosse at Ithaca College, where he was a starting strong safety for two Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC) Director of Quality Control/Defense championship teams (1996, 1998) along with earning all-conference honors as a defenseman in lacrosse. He earned two degrees from Ithaca, his bachelor’s Bryan Cook is in his ﬁrst year on the University of in health and physical education in 1998, graduating with magna cum laude Colorado football staff, as he joined the program on honors, and his master’s in exercise science in 2000. He was a member of March 1, 2019 as the director of quality control for the the Dean’s List all four years as an undergrad, and he had his ﬁrst experience defense. coaching while in grad school, coaching the wide receivers for the Bombers for Cook, 42, a veteran coach of 20 seasons in the col- the 1999 season. After earning his master’s, he was a defensive assistant coach legiate ranks, came to Colorado from Georgia Tech. He for Lafayette (Pa.) College in the fall of 2000. was on the Yellow Jackets’ staff as a quality control specialist for defense in He was born on December 29, 1976 in Syracuse, N.Y., and graduated from 2018, his third stint with the school, assisting and focusing in particular with C.W. Baker High School (Baldwinsville, N.Y.?) where he lettered in football and the play of outside linebackers. He previously had served as Georgia Tech’s lacrosse. His hobbies include skiing and most anything that has to do with the quarterbacks and “B-backs” coach (2013-16) and as a graduate assistant with outdoors. He is married to the former Julia Bell, and the couple has two chil- the Yellow Jackets (2001-03). dren, son Jackson (9) and daughter Reagan (7). For the 2017 season, he was the offensive coordinator at Georgia Southern under head coach Tyson Summers, who is now CU’s defensive coordinator. During his four seasons on Paul Johnson’s offensive staff at Georgia Tech, 34 school rings familiar to CU fans, it has produced four Buffaloes, including Kor- dell Stewart. He previous was an assistant for six seasons (2012-17) at his alma REED HEIM mater, Archbishop Rummel High School in New Orleans, where he coached Director of Quality Control / Special Teams the linebackers. Rummel won back-to-back state championships in 2015 and 2016, reaching as high as the No. 13 team in the nation in 2015 as ranked by Reed Heim is in his ﬁrst year on the University of MaxPreps. Colorado football staff, as he joined the program on He played defensive back (safety) at Jackson State, earning two letters for February 20, 2019 as the director of quality control for the 2006 and 2007 seasons. the special teams. Over the course of his career, he After his playing days at JSU, he followed in the footsteps of his parents, has had coaching and administrative experience on the who were both police ofﬁcers, working on the New Orleans police force with both the high school and collegiate levels. them for ﬁve years (2009-13); one of the few, if not only, father-mother-son trio Heim, 41, came to Colorado from the University of Tulsa, where he was the working on a police force simultaneously in the nation. After he left the police Golden Hurricanes’ director of high school relations and recruiting for football, force, he returned to school in New Orleans, graduating from Southern Univer- as he was named to the position in April 2018. sity earning his degree in Social Work. He spent the fall of 2017 as the assistant head football coach and recruit- He was born on September 6, 1988 in New Orleans, La., and graduated ing coordinator at Richardson (Texas) High School, which followed ﬁve years from Archbishop Rummel, where he lettered in football and basketball. His (2013-17) on the football coaching staff at Hendrix College in Conway, Ark. He hobbies cooking: the staff refers to him as the “resident” chef (his specialties served as the school’s defensive coordinator and linebackers coach as well as include jambalaya, gumbo and spaghetti); he also enjoys playing golf, spending head strength coach during his tenure at Hendrix. time with his family and enjoying his three nephews. His older brother by some Heim was an assistant coach at Jesuit College Prep in Dallas for the 2011 seven years, Cortez, is the receivers coach at the University of Georgia. (His and 2012 seasons, coaching linebackers and special teams. Prior to that stint, ﬁrst name is pronounced cor-day.) he was a graduate assistant at SMU and Baylor and also spent four seasons at Virginia Military Institute as an assistant football coach (2003-07). He was a four-year letterman at linebacker at Austin (Texas) College, where he was a team captain as a senior. Heim was a three-year all-conference per- former for the Kangaroos as well as a two-time academic all-conference team JACK HARRIS member. Following his collegiate days, he played overseas in Austria in 2001 Graduate Assistant / Offense and Germany in 2002. Heim earned his bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from Austin Jack Harris is in his second year on the Colorado in 2000, and received his master’s degree in Education from Baylor in 2009 football staff, having returned to his alma mater in the when he was coaching at Jesuit College Prep. summer of 2018 as a graduate assistant working with He was born October 11, 1977 in Dallas, Texas, and graduated from its Lake the offense. Highlands High School, where he lettered in football and wrestling. Hobbies Harris, 28, returned to Colorado by way of Central include anything in the outdoors; he also ﬂuent in German. He is married to Michigan, where he was a graduate assistant working the former Rachel McGinness. with the offensive line for the 2017 season. The previous year (2016), he was the tight ends and inside linebackers coach for Western State in Gunnison. He was a two-year starter for the Buffaloes, having started all 12 games at left offensive tackle as a senior, when he played the second-most snaps on DALMIN GIBSON offense and the fourth-most on the team overall (799). Selected as one of six Graduate Assistant / Defense CU captains by his teammates, he earned ﬁrst-team All-Colorado honors from the state’s chapter of the National Football Foundation and shared the team’s Dalmin Gibson is in his second year on the Colo- Offensive Trench Award. He also played every snap (56) on the FG/PAT unit on rado football staff, having joined the program in June special teams. 2017 as a graduate assistant working with the defense As a junior in 2012, he started 11 games, six at right guard and ﬁve at right (mainly the inside linebackers). tackle, ﬁnally getting some consistent playing time after missing the bulk of the Gibson, 27, began his coaching career at his alma 2011 season (his sophomore campaign) with a nasty ankle injury. mater, Dickinson State (N.D.) University, as a student Harris graduated with a double major in Anthropology and Sociology from coach while he completed his degree. He was assigned his position in college Colorado in May 2013. Following graduation, he moved to Bakersﬁeld, Calif., – outside linebacker – to coach. He was a four-year letterman at DSU at outside where he was working in the oil ﬁelds in the area for two years. linebacker, starting his senior year in 2013. He was born May 11, 1991 in Littleton, Colo., and graduated from Chapar- As a student coach, he also provided assistance to the defensive coordina- ral High School in nearby Parker, Colo., where he lettered in football and bas- tor and head coach in a variety of areas, including providing a breakdown of ketball; he was a high school All-American as an offensive lineman and was opponent tendencies on offense and special teams. He was also involved in also named ﬁrst-team All-Colorado and All-State (5A) by both the Denver Post recruiting and coordinating recruitment weekends. After he earned his degree, and Rocky Mountain News. His hobbies include ﬁshing and camping. He is he moved on to Wayne State College where as a graduate assistant, he worked married to the former Jessica Ermish, and the couple have one child, Kahlea with the defense and in particular the cornerbacks. After one season there, he (born last October 2018). A cousin, M.J. Flaum, was an offensive lineman at returned to alma mater as a full-time assistant coaching the cornerbacks and Nebraska, and a grandfather, John Boice, played for the Chicago Bears as a tight special teams in 2016 and into early 2017 before coming to CU. end/defensive end. He graduated from Dickinson State in 2014 with a bachelor’s degree in Ki- nesiology and Exercise Science. He received his Master’s in Sports Manage- ment from Chadron State College in 2016. BLAINE MILLER Graduate Assistant / Defense CORDAE HANKTON Blaine Miller is in his ﬁrst year on the Colorado foot- ball staff, having joined the program in January 2019 as Graduate Assistant / Offense a graduate assistant for the defense. Miller, 29, came to CU from the University of Geor- Cordae Hankton is in his ﬁrst year on the Colorado gia, where he had served as a quality control assistant football staff, having joined the program in February on defense for the previous three seasons (2016-18). 2019 as a graduate assistant Prior to joining the Bulldogs’ staff, he served as the acting running backs coach He joined CU from the high school ranks, having at the University of Alabama-Birmingham in the fall of 2015. At UAB, he was served as the defensive coordinator for John Ehret High responsible for recruiting and assisting the rebuilding of the football program, School in Marrero, La., for the 2018 season. If that high 35 as the program was terminated brieﬂy following the 2014 season but revived shortly thereafter, but the damage had been done and UAB didn’t resume play until 2017. In all, he spent three seasons on the Blazers staff (2013-15), an of- MATT PICK fensive assistant for one year and both as a strength coach before the program Recruiting Assistant was eliminated. In the spring of 2015, Miller was a player personnel assistant and Mel Tuck- Matt Pick is in his ﬁrst year on the University of Col- er’s recruiting assistant at Alabama. During his time in Tuscaloosa, he assisted orado staff as a football recruiting assistant, joining the with on-campus recruiting efforts. staff on May 20, 2019. His primary duties are assisting A 2012 graduate of Grove City (Pa.) College, earning a bachelor’s degree in the defensive staff in all phases of recruiting. Biology and Exercise Science. He lettered at running back and was a three-time Pick, 23, came to Colorado from Colorado State, All-Conference performer and a two-time offensive MVP for the Wolverines. He where he was a student assistant in football recruiting is the school’s eighth all-time leading rusher (489 carries for 1,794 yards) and is ofﬁce. His responsibilities included aiding the coaching staff in most areas of fourth in rushing touchdowns (30). He also caught 126 passes for 1,302 yards, the recruiting. He graduated from CSU in 2018 with a degree in Business Man- both of those numbers remain in the school’s top 10. agement. He was born January 12, 1990 in Lancaster, Pa., and graduated from nearby He was born September 5, 1995 in Albuquerque, N.M., and graduated from Donegal High School in Mt. Joy, where he lettered in football and wrestling in the Albuquerque Academy where he lettered in baseball (third baseman). His addition to playing baseball and running track. His hobbies include playing golf hobbies include playing golf. and spending time with family (two nieces and nephew). TESSA AKERS JUSTIN GEYER Recruiting Assistant Assistant Strength & Conditioning Coach Tessa Akers is in her ﬁrst year on the University of Justin Geyer is in his fourth year as an assistant Colorado staff as a football recruiting assistant, joining strength and conditioning coach, joining the depart- the staff on February 11, 2019. ment on April 1, 2016. He works primarily with Colora- Akers, 25, came to Colorado from her alma mater, do’s football program. Georgia Southern, where she had worked since Janu- Geyer, 32, came to Colorado from Arkansas State ary 2018 as an administrative and recruiting assistant University, where he spent the previous year-and-a-half in the football ofﬁce, providing administrative and secretarial support to head as the Red Wolves assistant director of strength and conditioning. Previously, coach Chad Lunsford. She had spent the previous ﬁve months (during the 2017 he was the assistant football strength and conditioning coach at the University season) as an intern in GSU’s Football Alumni Association, where one of her of Maryland from 2013-15. He began his career in the ﬁeld as a volunteer coach main responsibilities was developing and overseeing the renewal membership at the University of Mississippi in 2012. drive. He graduated from the College of Mount St. Joseph in 2010 with a bache- She graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Sports Management in 2017 lor’s degree in Athletic Training. He earned three letters playing linebacker and from Georgia Southern, where as an undergraduate she worked as a student safety, starting for two seasons for the Lions. He was named to the Academic assistant in the football ofﬁce as well as a recruiting intern in the Eagles’ football All-Heartland Conference team. He earned his Master’s degree in Exercise Sci- operations department. ence from Springﬁeld College in 2013. Akers was born in Charleston S.C., and graduated from its Wando High He was born May 20, 1987 in Hamilton, Ohio, and graduated from Badin School, where she lettered in basketball. She spent two summers as the activi- High School there, where he lettered in football. His hobbies include weightlift- ty coordinator at the Point Pleasant Resort on the island of St. Thomas. ing and playing with his dog. D.D. GOODSON MEGAN MUELLER Assistant Strength & Conditioning Coach Recruiting Assistant D.D. Goodson is in his ﬁrst year as an assistant Megan Mueller is in her ﬁrst year as a football re- strength and conditioning coach, joining the depart- cruiting assistant on the University of Colorado staff as ment on March 18, 2019. He works speciﬁcally with she was named to the position on May 20, 2019, but she Colorado’s football program. is very familiar with the program. Goodson, 26, returned to his alma mater from the Mueller, 22, a 2019 CU graduate with a degree in University of Hawai’i, where he had been working as a Public Relations, Advertising and Applied Communica- graduate assistant in the Rainbow Warriors athletic department. tion (and a minor in leadership), worked four years as a student manager in He earned four letters for the Buffaloes from 2011-14, starting out as a true the Buffaloes’ football equipment ofﬁce, covering the 2015-18 seasons. Mueller, freshman on defense in the secondary, playing mostly the nickel position. He one of two with the title of senior manager in 2018, worked with the running switched to offense his sophomore season, and eventually found a home at backs as a freshman and sophomore and with the defensive backs as a junior receiver, playing mostly in the slot. He ﬁnished his CU career with 60 receptions and senior. She was also a student manager in women’s basketball her fresh- for 688 yards; those were good for 36th all-time on CU’s receptions list and 44th man and sophomore years. on the receiving yards list at the time of his graduation. She was born on February 8, 1997 in Denver and graduated from Grand- As a senior, he won the Iron Buffalo Award for the wide receivers for his view High School, where she lettered all four years in soccer (state champions spring work in the weight room. As a junior, when he moved to receiver from her senior year). Her hobbies include skiing. tailback in the spring, he was named the recipient of the Fred Casotti Award as the most improved offensive back. He earned honorable mention Pac-12 All-Academic Team honors his sophomore through senior years. He then played professionally overseas, as a running back and receiver for the Pribran Bobcats (Prague, Czech Republic) for one season (2015-16). He returned to the United States and worked as a treatment counselor for a year- and-a-half at Savio House in Denver. During this time is when he decided to become a strength and conditioning coach and worked as intern under CU’s Steve Englehart for the men’s basketball team for six months. Goodson then served as a graduate assistant strength and conditioning 36 coach at Hawai’i for most of the 2018-19 school year, working primarily with men’s basketball, women’s cross country and women’s swimming and assist- ed with football. CODY STOUT Goodson graduated from CU with a bachelor’s degree in Sociology in 2015, Assistant Strength & Conditioning Coach and earned a second bachelor’s in Exercise Science from Metropolitan State University of Denver in 2018. He is the process of completing his Master’s i n Cody Stout is in his second year as an assistant Kinesiology and Rehabilitation Science from the University of Hawai’i. strength and conditioning coach, joining the depart- He was born May 30, 1993 in Pineville, La., and graduated from Lamar Con- ment on December 1, 2017. He works primarily with solidated High School in Rosenberg, Texas, where he lettered in football and Colorado’s football program. track and ﬁeld. As a senior, he was selected as the District 23-4A Utility Player of Stout came to CU from the University of Southern the Year, also earning ﬁrst-team All-Area and All-District honors at wide receiver. Mississippi where he was responsible for the devel- His hobbies include spending time with his Rottweiler (Ace), hiking and work- opment of the strength and condition program of the Golden Eagles’ baseball ing out. An older brother, Jeramy, played running back and wide receiver at team while assisting with the football staff in 2017. He was also in charge of the Rice. His ﬁrst name is Joseph; he was given the nickname D.D. while growing graduate assistant career development program at Southern Miss. up and it stuck. In 2015 and 2016 he worked at Arkansas State as an assistant director of strength and conditioning and helped lead the Red Wolves football team to a pair of Sun Belt Conference championships. Other past strength and conditioning experience comes from his ﬁrst stint at Southern Miss, where he was a graduate assistant coach from 2014-15, and in TEDDY O’CONNOR the spring 2014 semester he was a volunteer intern at LSU. At Southern Miss, he Assistant Strength & Conditioning Coach was responsible for the development of the strength and conditioning program for the baseball team while assisting with football and at LSU he worked with Teddy O’Connor is in his ﬁrst year as an assistant the football, baseball, women’s soccer and women’s volleyball program. strength and conditioning coach, joining the depart- During the 2013 season he worked at the University of Missouri as a vol- ment on March 18, 2019. He works exclusively with unteer intern athletic performance coach where he assisted the strength and Colorado’s football program. conditioning staff in the training of the Tigers’ football team. He additionally O’Connor, 29, came to CU from the University of was responsible for the daily maintenance of the training facility under Rusty Maryland, where he had spent the better part of three Burney, Assistant AD for Athletic Performance. months working as a volunteer with the football strength and conditioning pro- Stout earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Exercise Science from the gram under Coach Ryan Davis. When the opportunity to join the Buffalo staff University of Indianapolis in 2014 and his Master of Science in Exercise Science opened up, he made the move out west. from the University of Southern Mississippi in 2015. He previously had spent ﬁve seasons on the University of Louisville’s foot- He holds certiﬁcations from the National Strength and Conditioning Associ- ball staff as an assistant strength and conditioning coach as well as a sport sci- ation (Certiﬁed Strength and Conditioning Specialist), USA Weightlifting (Level ence coordinator. While assisting with the standard strength and conditioning 1 Sports Performance Coach Certiﬁcation) and the American Red Cross (First duties with the football program, in the area of sports science he oversaw the Aid). Catapult GPS units, which is used to track data to help further the student-ath- Stout played on the defensive line at the University of Indianapolis in 2010 lete’s performance. and 2011 under head coach Bob Bartolomeo. He is a native of Rockville, Ind. While at Louisville, O’Connor worked with Lamar Jackson, the 2016 and graduate of Rockville High School. Heisman Trophy winner, and 16 other National Football League draft picks. While with the Cardinals, he was a staff member for four consecutive bowl game appearances: the 2014 Belk, 2015 Music City, 2016 Florida Citrus and 2017 Gator/TaxSlayer games. DEREK MARCKEL Prior to his time at Louisville, he had a one-year stint at Western Kentucky Graphic Designer University, working directly as an assistant with the football team while also coordinating all the needs as the head strength and conditioning coach for the Derek Marckel is in his ﬁrst year as the graphic de- men’s and women’s tennis teams. signer speciﬁcally for the University of Colorado foot- He started his professional career at Boston College, where he served as a ball program and its recruiting needs, as he was hired strength and conditioning intern for three years. He worked primarily with the for the position on April 8, 2019. Eagles’ Olympic sport teams in his ﬁrst year there (2011-12) before joining the Marckel, 26, joined the CU staff from the Univer- football staff for the 2012 season and the 2013 spring practices. sity of Toledo, where he was the assistant director of O’Connor earned his bachelor’s degree in Kinesiology and Exercise Sci- creative services for nearly three years (2016-19; since he graduated college). ence from the University of New Hampshire in 2012, and completed his Mas- He worked with all 15 varsity sports for the Rockets and was responsible for ter’s in Sport Administration from the University of Louisville in 2015. He has creating everything from billboards, posters, program covers, ticket designs and his CSCS certiﬁcation from the NSCA and his SCCC certiﬁcation from the CSC- schedule cards to graphics for social media, the web and videoboards. He won Ca; he is also certiﬁed in CPR/AED. several awards for his work for the athletic department. He had previously He was born in Salem, Mass., and graduated from Newburyport (Mass.) completed a graphic design internship for Toledo’s athletic marketing depart- High School, where he lettered in football and hockey (defenseman). After ment in 2014, during the summer before his junior year in college. graduating from high school, he served as a volunteer assistant strength and He graduated from Bowling Green State University in 2016 with a bache- conditioning coach at his alma mater for four years (2008-11). His hobbies lor’s degree in Technology & Visual Communication Technology. include anything outdoors, working out, skiing, ﬁshing, golf and hockey. He is His ﬁrst job in the design ﬁeld was right out of high school when he was just married to the former Kelsey Todesca, and the couple has a son, Colin (born 18, working as a production artist intern at Haas-Jordan Umbrellas in Toledo. this past June). He joined the company as its full-time head graphic artist shortly thereafter and held that position until he graduated from BGSU. He was born April 27, 1993 in Toledo, Ohio, and graduated from White- ford High School in Ottawa Lake, Mich., where he lettered in football (team captain) and baseball. His hobbies include drawing; as a kid, he used to draw pictures of Toledo Rocket football players and give those to them after each home game); he is also an accomplished sports photographer. 37 every March. She also coordinated former events such as the coaches’ clinic and passing tournament camp, and still assists with registration for various foot- JEAN ONAGA ball camps. Administrative Assistant She joined the football staff in January 1986 and is the longest continuous employee in the football department; only three current employees have been Jean Onaga is in her 34th year with the Colorado associated with the entire athletic department longer than her. She has worked football program as the administrative assistant to the under seven CU head coaches: Bill McCartney, Rick Neuheisel, Gary Barnett, assistant coaches, handling all secretarial duties for both Dan Hawkins, Jon Embree, Mike MacIntyre and now Mel Tucker. the offensive and defensive coordinators and each staff. For her years of service, Jean was recognized as an honorary member of the She also assists the director of football operations and Alumni C Club by the Board of Directors during CU-Missouri game on November director of recruiting in administrative duties. 3, 2007. Onaga, who is currently the third-longest tenured employee in all of the Originally from Honolulu, Hawaii, Jean and her husband Loren moved to athletic department, also coordinates all football ofﬁce volunteers regarding se- Boulder in 1985. She graduated from McKinley High School and graduated from curity for spring and fall practices. She facilitates program activities and events Kapiolani Community College with a degree in business including all pro scout visits year-round and the school’s annual pro timing day SUPPORT PROGRAM staff (Biographies for those who have considerable daily interaction with the program.) LAURA ANDERSON LANCE CARL Associate AD/Performance Nutrition Associate AD/Business Development Laura Anderson is in her sixth year as a member Lance Carl, who participated in one of the key of the University of Colorado athletic staff, having ﬁrst plays on the football ﬁeld as a player for the University joined the program in August 2014 as the department’s of Colorado in the mid-1980s, returned to his alma ﬁrst-ever dietitian. She was promoted to the associate mater for the fourth time in his career when he was athletic director for performance nutrition on August named to a newly created position, associate athletic 1, 2018. director for business development on November 5, Anderson, 40, came to CU from the 10th Group Special Forces in Colorado 2013. Springs, where she was the performance dietitian for the Tactical Human Carl, 54 is also the sports supervisor for the football program, as he has Optimization, Rapid Rehabilitation & Recovery Program for just under four daily interactions with head coach Mel Tucker, the assistant coaches, support years (November 2010-August 2014). Among her many responsibilities was to personnel and the student-athletes. He is also CU’s liaison to the National provide individual and group performance nutrition counseling to enhance Football League and its member teams with scouts and personnel staff, the health and performance of the Active Duty Special Forces tactical athlete, having worked as a scout in the late 1990s himself. In addition, he has long assisting with menu development, and education material for both food been active and on the board of directors with Buffs4Life, an organization of service staff and customers and directing nutritional care activities for active former CU athletes that help former Buffs in need. duty soldiers, including those with complex medical and nutritional needs. In He is completing his ﬁfth year in the largely external role which 2012, she received the Commander’s Award For Civilian Service 10th Special encompasses business development, community partnerships and serves as Forces. the coordinator for non-game day events. His duties include working to build She previously has spent nearly three years (January 2008-November 2010) strategic community partnerships, improve the department’s engagement as a sport dietitian with the United States Olympic Committee, working with with local community entities and work to attract non-game day event a wide diversity of male and female athletes for both winter and summer business to CU’s athletic facilities. He has developed over two dozen key sports. Her duties ranged from performing assorted tests on the athletes to partnerships to date, as he is working to change the image and perception conducting educational seminars to even include the coaching staffs. She about athletics and its interactions in the business world. He also was the was also the ofﬁcial “team baker” for the men’s and women’s alpine ski teams point-person working with AEG Rocky Mountain to bring the ﬁrst concerts to at the 2010 Vancouver Winter Olympics. Folsom Field in 15 years when Dead & Company played the stadium in July Anderson also has worked in various other positions along the Colorado 2016 (and who has since returned twice for additional shows). Front Range as a program dietitian, a nutrition services dietitian and as a He rejoined the CU staff after spending the last six years with the Colorado dietitian/strength and conditioning specialist. Department of Higher Education, where he was a director for student She earned her bachelor’s degree in Health and Exercise Science from the motivational outreach. He was a direct liaison to all middle and high schools University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse in 2001, and received her master’s degree throughout the state, as well as for parents and administrators. He developed in Interdisciplinary Health and Exercise Science and Nutrition from Colorado the Umbrella of Success motivational presentation and delivered that message State University in 2004. She also performed two internships (Exercise to 160,000 students, parents and administrators during that time. Physiology at St. Andrews War Memorial Hospital in Brisbane, Australia, in As a junior split end in 1986, he led the team in receiving with nine catches 2001; Dietetic at James A. Haley Veterans Hospital in Tampa, Fla., in 2005). for 171 yards and two touchdowns, as with the Buffaloes in their second year A registered dietitian with the American Dietetic Association, she is also of running the wishbone offense under coach Bill McCartney, Colorado didn’t board certiﬁed as a specialist in sports nutrition, by the American College throw the ball very often. of Sports Medicine (ACSM) as a health and ﬁtness instructor and by ISAK But one of those scores was as big as they come, a 52-yard reception from (International Society for Advancement in Kinanthropometry); she is also O.C. Oliver on a perfectly executed halfback option that answered a Nebraska certiﬁed in CPR and ﬁrst aid. touchdown put CU back up by two scores (17-7) on the ﬁrst play of the fourth She is a member of the American Dietetic Association and the Colorado quarter. That helped keep the third-ranked Huskers at an arm’s length and the Dietetic Association, and an afﬁliate with SCAN (Sports, Cardiovascular and Buffaloes went on to win, 20-10, in a game referred to as “the turning point” Wellness Nutrition), Weight Management and CPSDA (College, Professional, for the school under McCartney. Sports Dietitian Association). He graduated from CU in 1991 with a Bachelor’s of Arts degree in Sociology; A native of Richland Center, Wis., and graduated from Richland Center he had ﬁrst returned to CU to ﬁnish his degree after signing as a free agent with High School, where she lettered four years each in softball and volleyball. Her the Washington Redskins and returning to his native Iowa. hobbies include biking (mountain and road), rock climbing, trail running and Carl then came back to CU as a graduate assistant coach under Rick cooking. She is married to Chris Alstrin, and as she says, the couple has one Neuheisel for the 1996 season. He also spent four years as a regional scout for “crazy” dog (Lexi, a pointer lab). the Philadelphia Eagles of the National Football League. 38 
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