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       PHIL 2015: Classical Indian Philosophy Instructor: Amit Chaturvedi Time: Monday, 3:30-5:20 Email: amitc@hku.hk Zoom link: Office Hours: by appointment hku.zoom.us/j/97153074885 Course Description This course introduces the vibrant debates that animated classical Indian philosophy. We will examine how thinkers representing diverse traditions of Hindu, Buddhist, and Jaina thought advanced competing philosophical visions through a shared commitment to rational argumentation. We will also appreciate the unique contributions of these thinkers to universal philosophical issues. Through carefully analyzing their ideas and arguments, we will try to gain clarity in our own thinking about such fundamental questions as: What is the nature of reality, and how do I know? Who am I? What is consciousness? Does God exist? How and why should I act morally? What should be our highest goal in life? Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes By the end of the course you should be able to: o Read philosophical texts and analyse the structure of their arguments. o Express well-reasoned positions on philosophical issues and problems. o Critically examine one’s own philosophical beliefs and assumptions. o Thoughtfully enter into philosophical dialogue with one’s peers. o Understand the intellectual developments of classical Indian philosophy as a way to appreciate their broader philosophical importance. Course Texts Required readings will posted on Moodle. Two texts in particular will be used extensively throughout the course. They will be referred to by the following abbreviations in the course schedule: IIP Roy Perrett, An Introduction to Indian Philosophy. Cambridge University Press. 2016 NS Matthew Dasti and Stephen Phillips, The Nyāya Sūtra: Selections with Early Commentaries. Hackett Publishing. 2017. Assessment 1) Regular attendance and active participation (10%) You will be expected to attend every class unless a reasonable excuse for missing class is given. Active participation entails contributing to in-class and online discussions. 2) Reading quizzes (20%) There will be four short quizzes on assigned readings throughout the course; dates will be announced in class. The quizzes will be given through Moodle, and should be completed online by Monday 12:00 before class. The quizzes will serve as guides to the assigned reading that will help you focus on its most important ideas. 3) Shorter writing assignments (30% – 750 words each) – 1st due March 10; 2nd due April 7 4) Final Essay (40% – 2500 words) – due May 19 See the following link for more information on the course grading scale: http://arts.hku.hk/file/upload/2485/grade_expectations.pdf Academic Honesty Please refer to the HKU guide on plagiarism at http://www.hku.hk/plagiarism. You can consult with the instructor at any time if you have any questions about whether your own work would count as plagiarism. 1 Course Schedule (check Moodle for changes in schedule, additional readings) Unit 1: The Origins of Indian Philosophy 18 Jan: Is There Philosophy in India? Why Study it? Hamilton, “Reason and Belief: Richness and Diversity in Indian Thought” (1-17) Selection from Nyāyasūtrabhāṣya 1.1.2 25 Jan: The Secret Teachings of the Self – The Upaniṣads Bartley, “Vedas and Upaniṣads” (7-12) Selections from Upaniṣads 1 Feb: The Buddha’s Teaching: Suffering with No Self Siderits, “Early Buddhism: Basic Teachings” (15-31) Selections from the Buddha’s discourses Unit 2: Epistemology 8 Feb: Sources of Knowledge, Justification, and Truth (Pramāṇa, Prāmāṇya, Pramā) IIP 49-58 NS 52-58, Selection from Tattvakaumudī (commentary on Sāṃkhyakārikā) 15 Feb: No Class (Lunar New Year) 22 Feb: Perception, Inference, and Testimony IIP 78-84, NS 11-37 1 Mar: Sources of Skepticism IIP 70-77, 86-99 Selections from Vigrahavyāvartanī, Tattvopaplavasiṃha 8 Mar: No Class (Reading Week) Unit 3: Metaphysics 15 Mar: Categories of Reality Siderits, “A Nyāya Interlude” (85-92) IIP 140-154 22 Mar: God and Causation IIP 155-167, 197-211 29 Mar: Self IIP 168-196 5 Apr: No Class (Ching Ming Festival) 12 Apr: The Many-Sided Nature of Reality – Jaina Metaphysics Long, “The Jaina Doctrines of Relativity: A Philosophical Analysis” (141-171) Unit 4: Ethics 19 Apr: The Right and the Good IIP 21-37 Selections from Yogasūtra 26 Apr: Life is a Battlefield – The Bhagavad Gītā Miller, “The Bhagavad Gītā – Context and Text” (1-14) Bhagavad Gītā (Patton translation) 2 
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