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       “One In Us” John 17:21 It Is The Gift Of God Scott Wilson “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God 2 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God "One In Us"Joh 17:21 It Is The Gift Of God Scott Wilson sinmuststop@gmail.com www.youtube.com/user/Skinski7 www.pearlofgreatprice.info 2017 3 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God Copyright © 2017 by Scott Wilson Revised 2020 The author grants permission that the contents of this book may be freely copied and reproduced partially or in full on the sole conditions that the material is not used for profit nor for malignant purposes. No credit to the original material is required. All scriptural quotations are from the 1611 King James edition of the Bible unless otherwise noted. All bold and underlined text in quotations is added emphasis by the author. LOVE WORKS! RIGHTEOUSNESS WORKS! FAITH WORKS BY LOVE WHICH PRODUCES RIGHT LIVING! 4 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God 5 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS “I will praise thee, O LORD, among the people: and I will sing praises unto thee among the nations. For thy mercy is great above the heavens: and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds. Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: and thy glory above all the earth;That thy beloved may be delivered: save with thy right hand, and answer me.” Psalm 108:3-6 I would like to give thanks my parents, Peter and Karen Wilson, for instilling in me a basic set of moral principles. A foundation upon which I could build throughout my life. I would also like to give remembrance to the late Michael DeSario (1949 – 2016) of Stow, Ohio. A man whom had a vehement desire for the truth and a passion to share it with others. I am thankful for his clear teaching on righteousness, fellowship, and in directing me to dig deep. "Lord, may your word be obeyed, sin forsaken, hypocrisy exposed and your Son honored above all, amen." Mike DeSario 6 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God TABLE OF CONTENTS PREFACE …............................................................................................. 9 INTRODUCTION ................................................................................... 15 PART 1 - THE DYNAMIC OF SALVATION – Saved By Grace Through Faith ........................................................................................ 19 Hearing and Doing ..................................................................................... 20 Redeemed from all Iniquity and Made Righteous ..................................... 21 Hearing and Doing Requires a Cessation of Iniquity ................................. 24 Biblical Repentance ................................................................................... 25 The Consequence of the Sin of Adam and the Need for a Saviour............ 36 Redemption that is in Christ Jesus ............................................................. 44 The Quickening – Christ in Us .................................................................. 55 The Spiritual Dynamic of the Cross .......................................................... 60 Biblical Faith and Biblical Grace – Working Together With God ............. 64 The Law of Faith – Obedience and Love ….............................................. 72 Biblical Faith and How it Relates to Biblical Belief .................................. 77 The Burden of Deliverance and the Knowledge of Him ........................... 80 The Covering for Sin …............................................................................. 96 Mercy and Not Sacrifice – A Broken and Contrite Heart .......................... 100 No Condemnation to Them Which are in Christ Jesus .............................. 104 The Mystery Hid from the Ages …............................................................ 109 The Establishment of the Church................................................................ 112 The Perfect Example of Love – Obtaining Righteousness ........................ 114 Obtaining the Knowledge of God Through Faith ...................................... 116 The Lord's Supper ...................................................................................... 119 Jesus: The Passover Lamb ......................................................................... 121 The Parable of the Sower – Saved by Grace Through Faith ...................... 122 Grace Reigns Through Righteousness ....................................................... 125 Satisfaction – From the Manifest Experience to the Abstract Concept..................................................................................................... 126 Conclusion – The Dynamic of Salvation in Review .................................. 133 PART 2 – VICARIOUS SUBSTITUTION – A Most Dangerous Error......................................................................................................... 137 7 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God TABLE OF CONTENTS The Development of False Theology ......................................................... 154 The Gnostics .............................. …............................................................. 155 Ransom Paid to Satan ................................................................................. 157 Original Sin ................................................................................................ 158 Augustine and Original Sin ........................................................................ 160 Pelagius and the Defence of the Will ......................................................... 171 Combining Error With Error ...................................................................... 174 Anselm and Satisfaction ............................................................................ 175 Thomas Aquinus and Satisfactory Punishment ......................................... 176 Martin Luther and the Blessed Exchange .................................................. 178 Atonement and Romans 5:11 – William Tyndale's Influence ................... 188 Atonement in the Old Testament ............................................................... 195 Romans 5:11 in Full Context ..................................................................... 200 John Calvin – Penal Substitution and Jesus as an Advocate...................... 205 John Calvin and the Sovereignty of God ................................................... 219 A Form of Godliness That Denies the Power Thereof ….......................... 222 Jacob Arminius and the Remonstrance ...................................................... 223 Calvinism ................................................................................................... 225 Hugo Grotius and Moral Government ....................................................... 227 John Wesley and the Holiness Movement ................................................. 227 Charles Finney and Moral Government .................................................... 239 The Error of the Wicked ............................................................................ 244 Covenant Not Substitution ......................................................................... 246 Made a Curse for Us .................................................................................. 248 "Purchased with His Blood" vs "Our Debt Paid"....................................... 254 No Sacrifice Remains ................................................................................ 256 Conclusion ................................................................................................. 261 Appendix 1 – Particular Problems Pertaining to Penal Substitution.......... 265 Appendix 2 - Particular Problems Pertaining to Moral Government ........ 267 Appendix 3 - Proof Texts Used by Proponents of Original Sin ................ 269 Appendix 4 – Other Aspects of the Cross ................................................. 285 About the Author ….................................................................................. 291 8 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God "One In Us" Joh 17:21 It Is The Gift Of God Preface "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." Eph 2:8-10 "...Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit." Eph 2:20-22 The general purpose of this book is to clearly and concisely explain the transformative dynamic that lies at the root of the "Gift of God," that we are "saved by grace through faith, and not of ourselves." In explaining this dynamic, it will be demonstrated exactly how this dynamic is intrinsically connected to both the Cross and the New Covenant. “Salvation” is both a misunderstood term and concept, both within common professed Christianity and without. This is terribly unfortunate due that “salvation” is the core concept of why Christianity even exists in the first place. A perverted core necessitates the perversion of everything established upon that core. This is why Christianity, as witnessed in the world today, bears almost no resemblance to the teachings and practice of the very first Christians. A correct understanding of “salvation” is required in order to correctly understand the “dynamic of salvation,” which is the reason for this book. 9 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God The purpose of “salvation” is to bring about a reconciliation between people and their Creator. “Saved by grace through faith” is the means by which this is brought about. In order for an individual to be reconciled back to God, that individual must be accounted as righteous because God is righteous. Righteousness (right) and unrighteousness (wrong) are not aligned and therefore they that are unrighteousness must be made righteous in order to be aligned with a righteous Creator. Unity is only possible when two parties are in agreement. "Saved by grace through faith" has generally been redefined as referring to a "forensic" or "positional" justification before God, “justification” meaning “being accounted or viewed as righteous.” It is commonly taught that this "forensic" or "positional" accounting is established upon the premise that the death of Jesus Christ provides an individual with a change of their legal status before God. Under this error, people are deceived into a false assurance of “salvation” due to thinking that the basic underlying factor pertaining to salvation is that of a “legal position” which is completely dissociated from the actual condition of their heart. Thus, under this teaching, one is able to be reconciled to God by a positional righteousness whilst being still manifestly unrighteous. Under this framework, this “change in legal status” wrought by the death of Christ is appropriated to individuals upon the basis that the individual believes it to be true. People, therefore, hold fast to a "salvation” that is completely disconnected from God having actually totally renovated their character, renovated the real condition of their heart. Any renovation of character is then relegated to being a post salvation event, usually something gradual that is to take place over a protracted period of time. This book will be divided into two sections. The first section will attempt to clearly and concisely explain the transformative dynamic that brings an individual into a state of salvation which is inclusive of a total character renovation. A state in which the individual is abiding in the Spirit of life in Jesus Christ, having truly died to sin and having been raised up to the newness of a spiritual life, a life in which true righteousness is literally fulfilled within. The second section will delve deeply into the teachings and development of "substitution" theology, an error that lies at the very 10 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God root of why so many people hold to a salvation doctrine which is completely disconnected from the actual condition of their heart. The Gospel is the call to participate in life with God, a manifestly abundant life of victory over unrighteousness, wherein those whom partake have been granted a fresh start, having had all past transgression completely washed away, having had their heart purified by faith. It is extremely important to have an accurate understanding of the Gospel and the simplicity that is in Jesus Christ. The principled message taught by Jesus, His Apostles, and the early Church has been muddied by the doctrines and traditions of men to such an extent, that the principle message has been completely lost to the majority of those whom profess a faith in Jesus Christ today. In speaking of the religion of the Jews, Jesus stated... Mat 15:8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. Mat 15:9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. The "commandments of men," taught as doctrine, served to uphold "religion" in the mind, whilst at the same time circumventing truth in the heart. Thus the people were easily deceived into a worship of God which was of no redeeming value. Likewise, modern accepted doctrines rooted in the traditions of men have made modern worship of no redeeming value, for the truth in the hearts of those whom adhere to these doctrines has been utterly subverted. False doctrines easily form strongholds within the mind which then serve to immunise the mind against the real truth. Paul warned of distortions that would be preached amongst the flock, distortions which would draw people away into the fold of those that preached them. Paul was so concerned about the coming of such distortions that he warned those at Ephesus for three years with tears. Paul truly understood the dangerous ramifications of false teaching. "For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, 11 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears." Apostle Paul, Acts 20:29- 31 Paul taught that the weapons of a Christian are not carnal, but spiritual and powerful through God in the destruction of strongholds. 2Co 10:4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 2Co 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 2Co 10:6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. Strongholds only exist in the mind and imagination, and they serve to magnify the unreal against the real. Satan operates through lies and deception. When deceived in particular areas, it can be impossible to make sound decisions and thus act in a sound manner, being that one's sense of direction is skewed. Deception can be likened to a ship’s captain having to navigate via a compass which gives a false reading, as opposed to having no compass at all. A false reading engenders trust, whilst no reading at all can engender a search for answers. Therefore deception is very dangerous due to the fact that it gives one confidence in a lie. It is the truth, acting upon a good and honest heart, which sets an individual free. The truth sets a foundation for proper thinking (a sound mind) and the requisite proper action (deeds done in God). In attacking this foundation, Satan is able to misdirect both people's thinking and action toward vanity. When deceived people trust in vanity the result will always be ruin. This is why we must all be very diligent in first seeking out the truth and then conducting ourselves in accordance with that truth. In so doing we may stand strong, steadfast, and confident in the power of God. "Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 12 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:" Apostle Paul, Eph 6:11-17 While I don't profess to understand all things that pertain to the Cross, I do understand a few things, and it is these few things of which I have a burden to share with others. I wrote this book because I perceive great deception in this world, the danger of such deception which is completely underestimated by most which in turn puts souls in great danger. Let us all take heed of ourselves, that our hearts be not deceived. Deu 11:16 Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye turn aside, and serve other gods, and worship them; Scott Wilson sinmuststop@gmail.com https://www.youtube.com/user/Skinski7 13 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God 14 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God INTRODUCTION One of the most common misconceptions in the Church System today is the notion that "salvation" is something "abstract" or "positional." It is under this misconception that people are able to disconnect "salvation" from the actual condition of their heart and thus, subsequently, to disconnect "salvation" from what they actually "do.," their “deeds.” Therefore, it is concluded by many people that actual "deeds" have no bearing as it relates to actual salvation itself. The reason for this misconception is because salvation has been commonly defined as a "free gift" within the context of an "abstract judicial adjustment" having been provided by the “finished work of Jesus Christ” upon the Cross. People believe that the "death of Christ" established a "provision" which effects a "judicial adjustment" upon those seeking mercy. The adjustment is viewed as being of a purely "abstract" nature, in direct contrast to the notion of entering into an actual "manifest abiding state" in which the inward man has actually been purged of evil and literally made pure before God. Therefore the "free gift of salvation," commonly taught, is completely disconnected from any actual manifest transformation having actually taken place within the heart of the one deemed saved. Under this misconception people are compelled to "receive" or "accept" Jesus, something we could refer to as "salvation appropriated by decision." This is because the "free gift" is purely a position of status, not an actual state of being, thus people merely "decide" to be saved by accepting to what amounts to be a "package." What people generally believe is that they have been appropriated this “package” which is a judicial adjustment freely applied to their account. These people are convinced that Jesus established the provisional basis for this adjustment via the means of His death upon the Cross. "Salvation" is therefore believed to be appropriated through the means of "believing it" and then "receiving it." Thus the convert, under this system, looks to "Jesus" as having purchased a “package” by means of the "Cross," a package which provides the "provisional justification" whereby they are "accounted righteous in the eyes of God" apart from anything that they 15 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God would need to actually do (ie. “not of works” meaning “do nothing”). The key principle to understand here is that, in the minds of these people, “being accounted righteous” is something that is completely disconnected from the actual manifest condition of their hearts. The true diabolical effect of this deception is that it sets people up to believe Satan's very first lie of, "Ye can sin and not surely die" (Gen 3:4), because the people believe that the "provision" serves to cover the wickedness of a heart that has yet to be manifestly purified. VICARIOUS SUBSTITUTION The common claim is that Jesus "bore our sins" in the context of a vicarious substitution. What this means is that Jesus "substituted Himself" in the place of the sinner, and by doing so effected a kind of transaction or exchange. The transaction or exchange is then the sole basis of why God can justly account the unrighteous as righteous. With substitution, this action is purely forensic and is therefore completely dissociated from any manifest action or change within the one whom was substituted for. In other words... "Jesus did it for you, so you don't have to." ...or... "It's not what you have to do, but what Jesus has already done." The most popular variant of this teaching today is what is known as "Penal Substitution," a development of the Protestant Reformation. This variant teaches that Jesus took the sinner's place on the Cross as their "penal substitute" whereby Jesus was literally punished by God in place of the sinner. Thus the wrath of God is averted from the sinner towards the sinner's substitute. This then served to "satisfy the wrath of God in full" making the wrath no longer due upon the sinner. In effect, the "wrath penalty" owed by the sinner has been "paid in full" by Jesus, thus extinguishing the debt that was owed. People often refer to this as having 16 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God had their “sin debt paid.” Here is an example of that teaching taken from the lyrics of “In Christ Alone” by Keith and Kristyn Getty… “’’Til on that Cross as Jesus died. The wrath of God was satisfied For ev’ry sin on Him was laid, Here in the death of Christ I live.” The basic premise can be understood as believing that an eternal cosmic transaction has taken place via the means of Jesus literally swapping places with the sinner. God treats Jesus as the sinner and subsequently treats the sinner as Jesus. Salvation is therefore the "appropriation" of this "cosmic transaction" or “swap” to the individuals on whose behalf it was made. With the appropriation being applied via the means of "believing it to be true" (ie. "believing in Jesus") multitudes of people are compelled to come forth to "confess their sinfulness" and "receive Jesus." This is basically how the Gospel message is preached throughout all Protestant Christianity in the world today. The whole process is then summed up by the statement "we are saved by grace through faith." Grace being the "provision" wrought by the "vicarious substitution," and faith being the "trust" whereby one is able to have the “provision” appropriated to their account. Vicarious Substitution Grace = The unmerited favour of the provision Faith = Trusting in the reality of the unmerited favour of the provision Salvation = The appropriation of the provision to the individual. Whilst there are other variants of substitution, like "Satisfaction" and "Moral Government," all of them nevertheless present salvation in a completely provisional context. The effect of which is to draw the mind to the idea that salvation is a "position" and therefore somewhat of an "abstraction." When salvation is viewed in this way, as something purely forensic completely disconnected from any actual transformation of the heart, then any actual transformation MUST be relegated as something subsequent or secondary to salvation itself. In other words, the actual "salvation" is purely the "position," whilst any "actual change" is the "result" of salvation, not 17 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God being inclusive in the actual salvation itself. The transaction becomes the fundamental principle of salvation, not any actual change having occurred within the heart. Under this mindset any call to actually "do something," that would contribute towards salvation is therefore viewed as "adding to the Cross," "adding to the finished work of Jesus Christ," or “adding to what has already been done.” Remember, this theology teaches that "Jesus did it all" by "satisfying the debt in full" as the "substitute for the sinner." When a debt has already been paid in full there is no requirement for any further payment because the debt has been satisfied and thus extinguished. Within this framework of theology, “grace” is equated to the “debt paid in full” and “works” is ANYTHING that an individual can “do,” hence “not of works” means “do nothing.” “Salvation by works” is therefore viewed as any appeal for the necessity of an individual as having to “do anything” as it pertains to their “salvation.” It is in the above manner that the stronghold of substitution is able to effectively neutralise the real transformative message of the Gospel in the minds of so many people. People are led to believe that any Gospel message which is not inclusive of substitution is therefore a false Gospel message that denies both Jesus Christ and His work upon the Cross. I hope to clearly demonstrate to the reader otherwise. The statement of, "for by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast," is one of the most twisted Bible passages in the world today. It is prudent to address this passage in depth and convincingly demonstrate, in a very clear manner, what Paul is actually teaching with that statement. I will also establish clearly and concisely, with evidence, that the "death of Christ" was not any kind of vicarious substitution at all. I would urge the reader to keep an open, patient, as well as critical mind, and to carefully read and consider the material presented in this book. Thank you. Scott 18 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God PART 1 THE DYNAMIC OF SALVATION "SAVED BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH" "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." Eph 2:8-10 "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins." Mat 1:21 First and foremost it is important to recognise that salvation is "from" sin. Jesus saves people "from" their sins, He doesn't save people "in" their sins. We are "saved FROM sin" by grace THROUGH faith, and not of ourselves lest any man should boast. We are the workmanship of God, as opposed to being our own workmanship. We are created in Christ Jesus unto good works that we should walk in righteousness. created – ktizō - G2936 [Strong's] Probably akin to G2932 (through the idea of the proprietorship of the manufacturer); to fabricate, that is, found (form originally): - create, Creator, make. In Ephesians 2:8-10 Paul is speaking of an actual "working dynamic" by which God literally transforms an individual from being a "servant of sin," condemned and separated from God, into a "servant of righteousness," pardoned and in union with God. Paul is not implying a provision of any sort in Ephesians 2:8-9, nor is he implying an abstract or positional notion of salvation. Yet even with that being so, Ephesians 2:8-9 is considered the primary biblical proof-text of such a positional view of salvation. These false notions are simply read into the text from an already preconceived and thus biased theological framework. Yet no Scripture is of private 19 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God interpretation (2Pet 1:20). Scripture ought never be isolated from the general context and harmony presented in the rest of Scripture. Instead we MUST patiently compare Scripture with Scripture and allow the context and harmony to reveal the truth to our minds. Let's now examine something that the Master Himself taught. HEARING AND DOING Jesus taught... Mat 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that DOETH THE WILL of my Father which is in heaven. ... Mat 7:24 Therefore whosoever HEARETH THESE SAYINGS OF MIND, AND DOETH THEM, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: Jesus very clearly taught that both HEARING AND DOING are essential principles. Furthermore, Jesus made mention that those whom are rejected at the judgment are "workers of iniquity." Mat 7:22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? Mat 7:23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. Clearly there is a connection between "HEARING AND NOT DOING" and "WORKING INIQUITY." Hearing and Not Doing ------> Working Iniquity Hearing and Doing ------------> Doing the Will of the Father 20 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God Paul wrote... Eph 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. "Created in Christ Jesus unto good works" is obviously the very opposite of "working iniquity," therefore it can be readily concluded that "saved by grace through faith" (Eph 1:8) is related to a "cessation of iniquity." Peter wrote of an individual no longer living the rest of their time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but instead to the will of God. 1Pe 4:1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 1Pe 4:2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, BUT TO THE WILL OF GOD. Now compare that sentiment to the following... Mat 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that DOETH THE WILL of my Father which is in heaven. Eph 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. Clearly "hearing and doing" is essential in regards to "doing the will of God" and the "production of good works." The opposite being "not hearing and doing" and therefore "not doing the will of God" and therefore "not producing good works" but "working iniquity" instead. REDEEMED FROM ALL INIQUITY AND MADE RIGHTEOUS Jesus gave Himself for our sins, that He might "deliver" us from this evil world. 21 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God Gal 1:4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father: Gal 1:5 To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. Jesus gave Himself for us, that He might "redeem" us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. Tit 2:14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. Jesus taught... Joh 8:34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. Joh 8:35 And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. Joh 8:36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. "Saved from sin" (Mat 1:21) is inclusive of having been "delivered from this evil world" (Gal 1:4), having been "redeemed from all iniquity" (Tit 2:14), having been "purified” and made “zealous for good works" (Tit 2:14), and having been "created in Christ Jesus unto good works, that God has ordained that we should walk in them" (Eph 2:10). "Saved from sin" is also inclusive of "doing the will of the Father" (Mat 7:21) and therefore NOT "working iniquity." Therefore to be "set free indeed" (Joh 8:36) and thus to no longer "committeth sin" (Joh 8:34) is clearly a PRACTICAL REALITY and MANIFEST EXPERIENCE and not the mere application of some "provision" by which one is "positionally" declared righteous. True righteousness is inclusive of DOING what is right, something we ought not be deceived about. 1Jn 3:7 Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. 22 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God So when we read, "created in Christ Jesus unto good works" (Eph 2:10) we can certainly see the parallel in being "made the righteousness of God in Him" (2Cor 5:21). Eph 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 2Co 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. created – ktizō - G2936 [Strong's] Probably akin to G2932 (through the idea of the proprietorship of the manufacturer); to fabricate, that is, found (form originally): - create, Creator, make. made - ginomai – G1096 [Strong's] A prolonged and middle form of a primary verb; to cause to be (“gen” -erate), that is, (reflexively) to become (come into being), used with great latitude (literally, figuratively, intensively, etc.): - arise be assembled, be (come, -fall, -have self), be brought (to pass), (be) come (to pass), continue, be divided, be done, draw, be ended, fall, be finished, follow, be found, be fulfilled, + God forbid, grow, happen, have, be kept, be made, be married, be ordained to be, partake, pass, be performed, be published, require, seem, be showed, X soon as it was, sound, be taken, be turned, use, wax, will, would, be wrought. Salvation is therefore a MANIFEST STATE in which one has been literally "made righteous" (2Cor 5:21) by the literal working power of God (Col 2:12- 13) Col 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 23 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God Col 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; operation – energeia – G1753 [Strong's] From G1756; efficiency (“energy”): - operation, strong, (effectual) working. HEARING AND DOING REQUIRES A CESSATION OF INIQUITY Ephesians 2:8-10 is inclusive of both "HEARING AND DOING" as well as a "CESSATION OF INIQUITY." "Hearing and Doing" (Mat 7:24), "Saved by Grace Through Faith" (Eph 2:8), and "Suffered in the Flesh" (1Pet 4:1) are all referring to the exact same working or active principle. The "serving of sin" has been replaced by a "serving of God." This is why there is always a "cessation of iniquity" associated with a genuine salvation experience. One simply cannot be a "Worker of Iniquity" and a "Hearer and Doer" at the very same time. It is for this reason that James wrote... Jas 1:21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. Jas 1:22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. James associates HEARING AND DOING with LAYING APART ALL FILTHINESS. One cannot "receive the engrafted word" in a rebellious state. It is impossible to “receive instruction” and “reject instruction” at the same time. HEARING AND DOING equates “receiving.” Rebellion negates receiving and an individual cannot "receive Jesus" unless all known wickedness and rebellion is forsaken first. This is why "repentance" was the very first thing that Jesus preached... 24 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God Mar 1:14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, Mar 1:15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. True belief cannot manifest without a true repentance. Godly sorrow works a repentance unto salvation not to be repented of. The change of mind, inclinations and desires wrought through godly sorrow is the engine by which one becomes a "doer of the word." BIBLICAL REPENTANCE 2Co 7:10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 2Co 7:11 For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter. It would be negligent to examine "saved by grace through faith" without taking the time to also examine Biblical repentance. One enters into the dynamic of "saved by grace through faith" through the experience of genuine repentance. Without the requisite change of mind and heart, one simply cannot exercise the biblical faith necessary in order to experience the quickening of grace (the Quickening will be examined later). Rom 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: Rom 5:2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Eph 2:5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 25 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God No Repentance = No Transformation = No Salvation It is through repentance that an individual confronts their real self and thus becomes aware of the true self within, as opposed to the outwardly projected self. The outwardly projected self of the unregenerate is ruled by the natural passions of the body, inclusive of the sensual, intellectual, and emotional. Without God reigning within the soul, a human being is disorganised and dysfunctional and therefore is not living in accordance with actual reality. Outwardly they may appear organised and functional but the end will always be vanity and ruin because the mind is not set upon that which is above, the spiritual, the eternal. Thus an unregenerate individual will live through life, from experience to experience, from achievement to achievement, yet nothing will truly ever bring satisfaction to the soul. Only our Creator can provide that through His work within us, brought to fruition when we yield wholeheartedly. Sinners must be humbled and therefore brought to what can be figuratively called the “lowest room.” It is from thence that a “raising up” may occur. Luk 14:7 And he put forth a parable to those which were bidden, when he marked how they chose out the chief rooms; saying unto them, Luk 14:8 When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in the highest room; lest a more honourable man than thou be bidden of him; Luk 14:9 And he that bade thee and him come and say to thee, Give this man place; and thou begin with shame to take the lowest room. Luk 14:10 But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have worship in the presence of them that sit at meat with thee. Luk 14:11 For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. Repentance lays the necessary foundation whereby the will of an individual actually becomes workable unto God. A wild horse must be broken before it will submit to a rider., likewise a wild and self-willed sinner must be broken (Mat 21:44) before they will submit to God. When 26 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God submitted to God, the sensual, intellectual and emotional aspects of a human being become ordered and functional. Repentance gives access and thus allows one to effectually utilise the transforming power of "saved by grace through faith." The Bible teaches "repentance for remission" because sins remittance (justification) is conditioned upon the manifest state of an individual's heart. In Acts we read... Act 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; Repentance -------> Conversion --------> Refreshing Repentance brings about a conversion, whereupon the refreshing can take place. refreshing - anapsuxis – G403 [Strong's] From G404; properly a recovery of breath, that is, (figuratively) revival: - revival. The "refreshing" is the heart change or new birth experience which is brought about by the Spirit of God being received within. Being that the new heart is no longer rebellious towards God, it is therefore not operating in discordance with reality, the true self within having come into alignment with its proper function as designed by God. It is then that God is willing to look past the previous improper function and thus be merciful in regards to past sins. It is for this reason that the Bible teaches "repentance for remission" as opposed to a "provision for remission." The “will” or “yielding of the heart” is what changes in repentance, whilst the new birth encompasses the love of God being shed abroad within the heart (Rom 5:5). The Bible does not teach a substitutional "provision for remission," a notion in which the underlying factor pertaining to the remittance of sin is a "positional legal adjustment." The idea of a "provision" in such a context completely circumvents addressing the true condition of an individual’s heart. Under "repentance for remission" an individual enters into the New Covenant with a TRUE HEART (Heb 10:22) via the blood (Heb 10:19) and 27 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God thus receives both the cleansing of past sins (Act 3:19, Heb 10:17,22; 2Pet 1:9), and experiences the law being written upon the heart and in the mind (Heb 10:16,22), the imprint which then saves an individual from present sin. Heb 10:19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, Heb 10:20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; Heb 10:21 And having an high priest over the house of God; Heb 10:22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. true- alēthinos – G228 [Strong's] From G227; truthful: - true. The word "repentance" is rendered from the Greek word "metanoia"... Repentance - metanoia – G3341 [Strong's] From G3340; (subjectively) compunction (for guilt, including reformation); by implication reversal (of [another’s] decision): - repentance. In Greek, "meta" pertains to "change" whilst "noia" pertains to "thought." Repentance is simply the change of one's mind as it pertains to sin, righteousness and judgment. God is willing to grant mercy to those whom would both confess and forsake their sin, those whom would forsake wickedness and unrighteousness. Pro 28:13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy 28 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God Isa 55:7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. John the Baptist preached "repentance for remission," he did not preach a "provisional substitution for remission"... Mar_1:4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. Jesus preached repentance... Luk_5:32 I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. Jesus contended that repentance and remission of sins be preached, He did not contend that provisional substitution and remission be preached... Luk 24:47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. Repentance is where we are to figuratively die with Christ, in putting off our old man, the old way of conducting ourselves. Paul teaches this by presenting us with several parallels... Rom 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. Rom 6:5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Rom 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. Rom 6:7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. Death Parallels We are buried with Him by baptism into death 29 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God We are planted together in the likeness of His death Our old man is crucified, that the body of sin be destroyed. Rebirth Parallels Raised up, should walk in newness of life. Likeness of his resurrection. No longer serve sin, those whom are dead are freed from sin. Paul is not speaking of water baptism here, he is speaking of the Baptism of Repentance (Mar 1:4, Luk 3:3) in which an individual lays aside all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and then receives with meekness the implanted word (Jam 1:21). Jas 1:21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. It is the "receiving" of the implanted word which saves the soul. Saves the soul from what? Both the SERVING and an ASSOCIATION with SIN! Repentance births the motivation for an individual to become a DOER of the word as opposed to that individual being a mere hearer only. This is why James associated "laying aside wickedness" and "receiving the implanted word" with "hearing and doing"... Jas 1:22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. Likewise, Paul associates the "baptism into death" with "we also should walk in newness of life" in which "we should not serve sin." Thus... Rom 6:10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Rom 6:11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom 6:12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 30 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God Rom 6:13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. Rom 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. Repentance is the end of the service of sin in an individual's life, and the new birth is the beginning of a true service of righteousness. There MUST be a death before there can be a rebirth and Jesus Christ illustrated this concept for us by presenting His upcoming death and resurrection in this context. Jesus taught that His upcoming death and resurrection was an EXAMPLE to be followed. Joh 12:23 And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified. Joh 12:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. Joh 12:25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. Joh 12:26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour. We must lose our old life in order that we may find our new life. Eph 4:21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: Eph 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; Eph 4:23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; Eph 4:24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. In continuing His thought on repentance (Mat 9:13) Jesus also taught this concept... 31 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God Mat 9:16 No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse. Mat 9:17 Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved. In describing repentance to the Corinthian church Paul wrote... 2Co 7:10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 2Co 7:11 For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter. It is "godly sorrow" that "works repentance unto salvation," or in other words, it is "godly sorrow" that works a true change of mind and the associated change of action through which the dynamic of "grace through faith" is able to produce genuine “salvation.” This whole dynamic ought "not be repented of" or "turned away from" either. As indicated earlier, "godly sorrow" is the engine by which one becomes a "doer of the word." Godly sorrow produces great care in an individual, a clearing of wrongdoing, indignation over sin, a fear of God, a vehement desire to make right and do right, a zeal for God, and revenge or opposition to sin. The result of a genuine repentance is the exercise of true faith towards God, a completely yielded heart, a heart being quickened by grace. This is why Paul writes, "in ALL things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter" where the word for "clear" in the Greek is "hagnos" which means PURE... 2Co 7:11 ...In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter. clear – hagnos – G53 [Strong's] 32 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God From the same as G40; properly clean, that is, (figuratively) innocent, modest, perfect: - chaste, clean, pure. The soul is purified through obedience to the truth through the Spirit. 1Pe 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 1Pe 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. Genuine faith is inclusive of "faithfulness and fidelity" which is why repentance is the essential "first work" that one must do in approaching God seeking life. Repentance allows one to "partake in the abundance of life in God" so to speak. Instead of turning away from the life found in God (which is what sinning is), we instead yield to that life and it flows through us. This is why the Bible teaches that it is "faith" that purifies the heart. Act 15:9 And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. Peter, in his first epistle, associates the "new birth" with the "soul being purified through obedience to the truth." 1Pe 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 1Pe 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. The result of this "having been purified" is "unfeigned love" through which Peter encourages Christian's to "love one another with a pure heart fervently." The elimination of true biblical repentance eliminates the resultant purified soul and the resulting love born out of a pure heart. 33 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God One of the greatest tragedies in theology today is the complete elimination of any notion of there being any "death of the old man" in repentance. This is where the real danger of the notion of a "provision for remission" becomes apparent, as opposed to the truth of "repentance for remission." The former undermines “purity of heart” in salvation, whilst the latter does not. In genuine Christianity we are established as New Creations (2Cor 5:17) and set strong according to the Gospel brought to us by Jesus Christ, in which we walk in accordance with the obedience of faith (Rom 16:26), obedience unto righteousness (Rom 6:16), and at the same time our faith is counted for righteousness (Rom 4:5) because it establishes the righteousness of the law (Rom 3:31, Gal 5:5-6, Rom 8:4). All wrought upon a foundation of repentance. The revelation of the mystery of the Gospel is according to the commandment of God made known for the obedience of faith. Without repentance there simply can be no obedience of faith. Rom 16:25 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, Rom 16:26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: It bears repeating that without a genuine repentance there can be no "saved by grace through faith." No Repentance = No Transformation = No Salvation. In Luke chapter 15 Jesus gave an example of repentance in the parable of the Prodigal Son. A son whom had taken and squandered his inheritance (akin to a sinner squandering their life in sin) came to himself and realised how wrong he had been. His change of mind resulted in a change of action, and it was only after this that his father restored him. The son was not presumptuous in any way, he merely forsook his unrighteous ways, confessed his sin to his father, and placed himself at the seat of mercy. 34 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God Luk 15:17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! Luk 15:18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, Luk 15:19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. Luk 15:20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. Luk 15:21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. Hos 14:1 O Israel, return unto the LORD thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity.Hos 14:2 Take with you words, and turn to the LORD: say unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously: so will we render the calves of our lips. Hos 14:3 Asshur shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses: neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, Ye are our gods: for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy. Hos 14:4 I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him. Hos 14:5 I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. Hos 14:6 His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon. Hos 14:7 They that dwell under his shadow shall return; they shall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. Hos 14:8 Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols? I have heard him, and observed him: I am like a green fir tree. From me is thy fruit found. Hos 14:9 Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? prudent, and he shall know them? for the ways of the LORD are right, and the just shall walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall therein. 35 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God Luk 15:22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: Luk 15:23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: Luk 15:24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. Luk 15:7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. ... Luk 15:10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE SIN OF ADAM AND THE NEED FOR A SAVIOUR Before considering the meaning of the “redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Rom 3:24), it would be prudent to briefly reflect upon the consequence of sin as it pertains to the human soul. This will make it easier to understand the reasoning as to why Jesus Christ is the necessary Saviour for mankind. It is important to consider the ruin wrought upon the soul when an individual sins against God. In sinning against God, Adam and Eve made the conscious choice to conduct themselves apart from God's divine influence. In so doing, they spiritually separated themselves and turned away from their Creator, in essence they “spiritually died” the very day they sinned. Gen 2:16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: Gen 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 36 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God Eve was tempted, drawn away of her own lust, and enticed. When her lust was conceived, it brought forth sin: and sin, when it was finished, brought forth death. Jas 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Jas 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. Gen 3:6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. It wasn't “physical death” which was brought forth, rather it was “spiritual death,” a state of being dead to God. Rom 7:10 And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. Rom 7:11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. Both Adam and Eve found the commandment of God (Gen 2:16) to be unto death (Gen 2:17). Sin had taken occasion by God’s commandment and spiritually slain them both. In Proverbs we read... Pro 8:35 For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD. Pro 8:36 But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death. Life is only found in God, whilst sin subverts the soul. This eternal truth was made manifest in the shame experienced by both Adam and Eve. In Genesis chapter 3 we read... 37 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God Gen 3:7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. Gen 3:8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. Gen 3:9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? Gen 3:10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. The consciences of both Adam and Eve had been defiled by sin, and due to this, they could no longer in good faith stand bare. No longer were they carefree and innocent, for they now possessed a knowledge of condemnation, the knowledge that they had spurned and disobeyed their Creator. Adam and Eve attempted to hide their shame by covering themselves with aprons and hiding in the garden. Gen 3:7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. Gen 3:8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. In an attempt to deflect their condemnation and shame, both Adam and Eve made excuses for their disobedience. Adam blamed the woman, whom God had given him, whilst Eve claimed she had been led astray by the serpent. This is a good example of how one sin (disobedience) leads to another (failure to be honest and take responsibility). Gen 3:12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. Gen 3:13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 38 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God When the mind rejects truth it is only natural for some form of idolatry to take the place of the rejected truth, this is because of the natural inclination to feel comfortable. In rejecting God the human mind will seek an alternative to give a measure of comfort. The prophet Isaiah gives an example of this in the form of graven imagery and how it effectively counteracts the conscience, how it effectively suppresses shame. Isa 44:9 They that make a graven image are all of them vanity; and their delectable things shall not profit; and they are their own witnesses; they see not, nor know; that they may be ashamed. Isa 44:10 Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven image that is profitable for nothing? Isa 44:11 Behold, all his fellows shall be ashamed: and the workmen, they are of men: let them all be gathered together, let them stand up; yet they shall fear, and they shall be ashamed together. Isa 44:12 The smith with the tongs both worketh in the coals, and fashioneth it with hammers, and worketh it with the strength of his arms: yea, he is hungry, and his strength faileth: he drinketh no water, and is faint. Isa 44:13 The carpenter stretcheth out his rule; he marketh it out with a line; he fitteth it with planes, and he marketh it out with the compass, and maketh it after the figure of a man, according to the beauty of a man; that it may remain in the house. Isa 44:14 He heweth him down cedars, and taketh the cypress and the oak, which he strengtheneth for himself among the trees of the forest: he planteth an ash, and the rain doth nourish it. Isa 44:15 Then shall it be for a man to burn: for he will take thereof, and warm himself; yea, he kindleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he maketh a god, and worshippeth it; he maketh it a graven image, and falleth down thereto. Isa 44:16 He burneth part thereof in the fire; with part thereof he eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied: yea, he warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire: Isa 44:17 And the residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven image: he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me; for thou art my god. 39 “One In Us” - It Is The Gift Of God Isa 44:18 They have not known nor understood: for he hath shut their eyes, that they cannot see; and their hearts, that they cannot understand. Isa 44:19 And none considereth in his heart, neither is there knowledge nor understanding to say, I have burned part of it in the fire; yea, also I have baked bread upon the coals thereof; I have roasted flesh, and eaten it: and shall I make the residue thereof an abomination? shall I fall down to the stock of a tree? Isa 44:20 He feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand? Idolatry takes on many forms because, in principle, it is the substituting of ANYTHING in the place of God and His knowledge. Instead of focusing upon the truth, the mind focuses upon the substitute. Adam and Eve made excuses and hid themselves, whilst in Isaiah it is the worship of a false god. The root principle of both is the substitute being used to subvert shame. Sin serves to give birth to more sin, the result being total confusion… Isa 30:1 Woe to the rebellious children, saith the LORD, that take counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin: Isa 30:2 That walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at my mouth; to strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt! Isa 30:3 Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh be your shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt your confusion. One of the major consequences of spiritual death is that it leaves one in a natural state “without” (Mar 4:11) and thus in “darkness.” Both Adam and Eve, in principle, married themselves to death, having broken their fellowship with God, the source of life. This same “marriage to death” occurs when any individual descendant of Adam sins for the very first time. No human being is “born a sinner” or is “born spiritually dead” as many teach. Human beings are “born neutral” blank slates subject to the lusts of the eyes, lust of the flesh, and the pride of life (1Jn 2:16). Spiritual death is the result of “choosing to sin” because it is the purposed action of 40 
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